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\Ui  ]»iiltlislii!i^'  your  views  on  tli^*  (jtipa- 


tl. 


lion  of  Pul)lic  ScIiooIh,   you    kindly  i-xpr^sseil    th( 
satisfaction  you  fxperieneul    on  seeing  tliat    others 


III 


kcwise  <;iv 


til 


cir  opniion   oi 


I    tli(!    subject.      This 


jxjrsuadt's  me  thai  yuu  will  lilji'ially  ju^iant  spaco 
in  \  our  culuuuis,  for  u  serifs  of  arlicKs  I  intend  to 
publish. 

J  lej^ret  to  liave  to  say,  in  tho  first  jilacp,  that 
my  convicMons  uiiLjIit  he  tiiauietrically  oppDSed  to 
youi's,  nevertheless,  I  am  convinct'd  that,  animated 
will)  a  li'ueial  spirit,  and  friendly  to  loyal  and  frank 
discussion,  you  'ill  not  be  averse  to  fair  play,  and 
that  you  will  afford  your  read(M-s  tho  o)>portunity 
to  lind  in  your  oun  paper  the  reasons  others  have 
not  to  share  tlie  opinions  you  have  therein  expressed. 
Aitieles  ably  written  have  treated  the  subject  liioro 
lenutluly  and  more  cleverly  than    I  can    vi-nture  to 


i)Ut  asthev  mav  not  iiaVe  come 


to  tl 


le  notice  o 
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your  readeis,  the  latter,  so  numerous  in  the  Pro- 
vince, .,11,1  yourself,  sir,  will  l)e  y<nerous  enonjj;h  to 
receive,  if  not  with  pleasure,  at  least  with  courtesy, 
the  counterpart  of  your  own  assertions. 

IJeftiie  mentioning  the  sphere  intended  for  my 
obs'-rvations,  I  beg  lea\e  to  take  a  glance  over  our 
actual  law  of  educition. 

Tlie    first    Parliament    of   Manitoba,    during  its 

first    session,  passed    an  Act    that    was    .sanctioned 

on    tli(>    3id    of  May,    1S71.     An    amendment    of 

detail  received  force  of  law  on    the  21st  of    Febru- 
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try,  1872.  The  8th  Mmrh,  187.3,  snnction  wns 
given  to  HiiioniliiHMitH  so  consiileruldc,  thiit  the  Act 
toncliiHiii^  tlieiii  WJ18  stolid  "Tlie  Aiiicndcil  tSchottl 
Act.''  The  Hccoiul  I'ailiuinciit  tuldtd  to  the  j^rcjit 
aino\int  of  woik  Hcconiplislied  (hiring  iu  iuai 
session,  "All  Act  further  to  iiiiiOiid  the  Act  to  <*8« 
ttihliHh  >i  systom  of  K  liUMtioii  in  t'i;s  I'rovincc," 
an<l  on  the  14ih  May,  1875,1  lie  twenty  nineelmiHes 
of  the  said  Act  received,  in  the  n"'"*'  of  the  t^iieen, 
the  sanction  of  the  Lieuteimnt-Cjiovernor. 

M<iivover,on  the  4th  F«'lini.iiy,  lS7(i,  His  Honor 
Bancti(»ned  the  forty  live  sections  of  ''An  Act  to 
Riiieiid  the  School  Acts  of  Manitoha,  so  as  to  iiiecjt 
thii  special  ie(jiiireiii(nis  of  incor|torated  cities  and 
towns."  All  this  legislation  evi«leiitly  |>roves  that 
tlie  legislators  of  iManitolta  have  heen  eiinie.>-tly 
pre-occiipied  coiiceriiing  the  (inestioii  of  educatinii, 
to  which  thev  have  devoted  a  larue  share  of  tlieir 
labors. 

Tlie  ahove  laws  have  been  enacted,  either  with 
the  unanimity,  or  at  least,  with  the  majority  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  L'gislative  AssemMy. 
They  have  all  lieeii  sauctioiit-d  by  the  Jjieutenaiit- 
Goveriior,  in  the  name  of  the  Queen,  noiie  of  tliera 
have  lieoii  di.savowed  l>y  the  more  immediate  repre- 
sentitive  of  the  Sovereign. 

Therefore  the  said  laws  are  duly  and  lawl'ully 
the  coile  that  governs  tiie  Piovince  of  Manito' a, 
with  r-gard  to  tiie  etlucation  of  its  children.  I  Im 
Actual  hiW<  of  education  ailmit  and  protect  the 
j)riiiciple  of  denominational  schools,  and,  in  fact,  as 
well  au  in  name,  make  them  titlar  ^rote^tMn^  or 
Catholic,  entirely  <listiiict  and  indepen«lent  amnng 
themselves  and  respectively  submitted  i-n/i/  to  the 
gertioH  of  the  Hoard  of  Education  to  which  they  be- 
loinf. 

The  Protestant  section  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion has  nmler  its  control  the  management  of  the 
Protestant  schools.  It  has  the  power  to  make,  from 
time  to  time,  such  regulations  as  may  be  deemed 
fit  for  their  general  management  and  discipline  ; 
to  arrange  for  thejnoper  ex.amination,  graduating, 
anil  licensiiiir  of  its  teachers,  ami  for  the  withdrawal 
of  the  liC'Oise  tm  sutficieiit  cause;  to  si  lect  all  the 
books,  maps,  and  globes  to  be  used  in   its   schools  ; 


Hnd  to  approve  of  plmiH  and  (limdriHions  for  the 
rrectioi.  of  Hchool  Iioumcs  umlor  its  control  ;  the 
Uuine  Protestant  Hoctiou  ot'tlio  HoMrd,  Iiiih  the  pow- 
er to  eirct,  divide,  juid  snlxliviile  Prot*  stant  kcIiooI 
cliHtiictH  wlit-re  it  tldnks  proper  tlii()n;,di(>iit  the 
Province  ;  all  Sidiool  tuxes  iind  usHCHsinents,  paid  by 
Prott'stantH  are  excluHimlij  for  the  indhiteiianre.  of 
Piotentant  hcJiooIx.  The  nH)ney  voted  hy  the  Lejij- 
iMhitivt*  Assenddy  for  ednciitionHl  pnipoHes,  is  di 
videii  in  proporlicjn  to  the  mcIiooI  pnpidiition 
of  each  sect  ion.  Therefore,  the  Protestants 
have  thu  half,  the  two-thii (Is,  the  three-fotirihs  of 
thedoveinnient  gr!«nb,  if  they  have  the  half,  the 
tw  -thirds,  the  thiee-fiauths,  itc,  of  the  school 
population.  In  a  word  th»  I'rutpsttint  schno/s  are 
entiie/i/  uin/er  the  control  and  jurisd'utioit  of  Pro- 
<e,N'<^/.M^y  ;  they  receive  Jill  the  nmney  paid  hy  Pro 
tist.mts  for  as.v^essiiients,  and  they  have  their  due 
fthare  of  j)uldic  funds. 

The  Cdfholics  havliKj  nofhiiif/  to  do  with  the  Pro- 
(estants  schooln  have  no  action  in  thciii,  and 
consequently  tliey  can  in  no  way  impede  tin  ir  snc- 
Cf'ss,  welfare,  and  prosperity.  The  law,  in  granting 
uncli  indept'ndnnce  to  the  Protestant/  schools,  and 
in  protcciiiig  them  H;:uinst  the  intrusion  of  Catho- 
lies,  even  Were  the  latter  inoie  nuuieious,  secures 
hiuiilar  independence  to  Catholic  schools  against 
th«  interference  ot  Protestants,  n<»twithstaiiding 
the  latter  Iteing  the  nuijoiiiy  in  the  Province. 
JSucli  is  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  School  Law 
of  Manitoba. 

Dnft  etive  as  this  law  may  be  in  othei  respects, 
it  is,  nevertheless,  true  to  say  tliat  the  prtncipl  ■  on 
which  it  is  bast-d  is  commended  by  a  host  of  di.s- 
tinguisln-d  statesmen  and  pulilicists,  togethc  wi:h 
other  endnenli  men  of  all  countries,  ranks  and  de- 
noudnations.  The  same  principle  has  made  the 
]u-i»sperity  of  certain  nations,  while  placing  them 
loreuKtst  in  eiviliziition  ;  and  without  seeking  il- 
lustration aliioatl-,  every  one  knows  that  the  two 
most  impor'rtnt  Proxinces  of  the  Canadian  Coide- 
th-ration  have  separate  schools,  and  ax'e  .satistied 
with  the  system  ;  while,  respecting  the  rights  of 
all,  this  system  opens  a  wide  tield  to  noble  and  ge- 


0 


liri'tniH  fniiiliit itiii,  wliicli.  hn  a  i;<'iici'iil    rule,  siciiroi 
llini'i'  uiii|ili'  iiM'l  iit'ftcr  ii  siiIk. 

<  )li     tlif     tillni"     li.tii'l.    \\c  M'l'    llif    saini'   |ii  ii'ci|i  >' 


niiiM 


)-'»'(|       liV     IIH  11 


\^  ill)    think    I  III  V  it;i\  r  a  I  iulii    'o 


If, 


Itail    |)\iltli('    Djiiiiioii.      Iliir    nUow   iii<-    to    ^.ly  lii 
liii'l't*  tiiiiHisji  i<>ii  to  a  sN'stciii  of    (  lineal  ill!'  iI'ms    n  <b 


•  fiiVi'    tl.Mf     t  lif  Millif  is  cuiil  iMi  \      "to  til"   III  lie 


lililitclM'i!  s|iil'l>  (it    till-  |ni'  (ht   a'.'i/'       ii   is    -iik'Iv    i 
lliistiki'  l<i  tliilik   tlial,     "  llir  liilliiipli  't'   llic  |>iiiu''- 


)l('    (»f     jil^t 


ICf        (•OII.Sl.st->     III      1  l'|i|;iilliU'     III'"     SV.^triil 


nilojiir'l  Ikmc  I'Vtlic  \  I  ry  iiii|m  .i|H'i  ly  ii'iinnl    "■  In- 
Kt.^cini  i.iii  |iiililit' ,M'li>«(»|  systi'iii  " 

I  lii\r  no  kiiovvh'di,''' of  < 'it Iiolii  ,s  liavini;  any 
<l('.-ij'('  to  'iiiiij'  a  rauii-al  cli.n  <ri'  in  oiir  ^diool  l.iv\s. 
,  I  iiin  not  t'Srii  asvan-  wli'  tli'T  lln'  I*i  uK'^iant  fo- 
jtillalion,  I''lt  lo  it -eh',  (iiiil  iiiif  (ii/i/df  •!  I>>i  r.iliriiii; 
'iiii'u,  iiio'fti  III/  .sfi'tii I'll! II  rn'ii's,  ill'  jiiihticiil  miihi- 
(■{III.  woild  «'V(r  iliiiik  of  liriiiLfiii^'  alum  iIk-  |>io- 
)»nsi(|  cliat'L:*',  or  of  ttufiiiL^  it  iiicih  i  lirir  f' How 
citi/t'iis.  ()ii  til  •  fvcnt  i.t'  ihc  Piuifstiiiit  |i  iiiiLi- 
tioii    not    liciii'_'   .'-at  i-li'd  wiili  t,lM' actual  i-oinliiioi 

of     t|iin;,',s,      I    will     L.ikf     tin-    liltclty  to  fc!.s|ii'rll'iilly 

iimk'<'  \\w  follow  iiii;-  siii:i;i  ,st  ion.s  : 

Allow  tlio  CitJiolirs  to  i'iij"y  '!"'  Iil"rty 
you  would  ci'itMivdy  claiin.  were  \  on  in  tln'ir  pi, ice; 
do  not  iiK'dilli'  with  t  hfir  .M-liools. otherwise  nor  nioi  o 
than  you  would  wish  tliciii  lo  do.  \vt  ri'  ilicy  tliM 
iiiajority       in      tin-       l'ro\ih('c.  If      ynir      own 

Fcliool  rfi.'nlatioiis  do'  not  nnt^t  your  a|'|ii  olialion, 
yoii  can  cnsily  lu'in;,'  a  i>nni!y  wiihou:  aui'atini^ 
oui' Piovinei',  and  injiirini;  tlu'  jiiT  sns('rptil)ilities, 
%lind  the  coiiciciiliiais  coiivici  ions  of  cihcrs.  Yiai 
air  mastiis  of  your  own  positinii,  uiakc  your  own 
hcliO'.ls  wliat  \  on  wish  tlifiii  to  In-,  lait  havo  to 
Catholic  Schools  tht' character  Ih'UI    ih  ar     l^y    ihcir 

BU|'|iOI't^"l>-. 

I  have  alieady  fnlly  stutt'd.  and  cvii'y  one  knows, 
that  the  Protcsfiiiits  have  the;  control  oft  lair  sciiools 
by  the  <(dv(il  1(1.111 ;  they  trach  only  what  Mity  likp, 
they  can  lea\e  otf.  in  tla-ir  teaching,  all  iiiat  dis- 
idrases  tliem;  they  can.  if  tli'ty  choose,  exclude  ail  re- 
ligious t.eachini:;  that  concerns  thcnitfel  ves,  the  law 
tieciiies  tliH.ni  that  ii<,dir;and  I  do  not  think  the 
Catjiolics  will  evoro'ject  to  it.  ( )i  the  other  hanil, 
I  see  neither  liberality  noi  justice,  on  the  i);ii  t  of  tiio 
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m  ij"iit\',    to    fni|<';i'.  i»i'     to     ctiifi'itl     i\n'      Ciflinlic 

Hclionls,   «•!•    tn    ill  "iflilV      (Im  il    II II' oII"l|l  \  ,    ill    I'l'il'  V      t<> 

^'ovfiii  f  lifiii-  liis'<'iii|  uC  Hi'ltiiiu  t'oitli  ill!  iiiilat- 
ini.'.  iist'li'i-s.  mi  I  il.tiii^'ciMiis  (|i|isfuiu,    i|i,tt     liiis     nl- 

rt'iii|\ ni>itiiii'(|  siii'li  •l<'|ilniMl.|c  I  I'siilts.  rvfii  widi- 

in  (III!  vuMii'^  ( 'nifiilciMt  imi,  \vli\  (|'»  hill  llic 
Irii'inl-.  iiiil  H'lviic  itt's  t>\'  \\\<H  iirciciiil'il  ii'iuiin, 
till  II  tlii'ii  Z  ill  (iiWii'In  w  li;if  is  inilnriilli(,  niil  hi) 
tliH  h'lr,  HHilfi'    llii'W  <nillii>ritii  f.         It'    llir    .|i|n|iiisii| 

C'lllll|i;i"    III'    llli'lisillt    lit' c|l\  cj';^'!'!  ("I-  l>r  (>|iiliii>ll    illlliiliy 

till'  ilillfrillt   l*nitist;.||(  8  '  ts.  fiiiil   if  tlic  l.if  tcr  ;ii;li(» 

til  i',  \<<  till'  I'l lll(•^lilll^  sictiidi  nrtlic  l>>>iir<l  111'  Kil- 
iifiitiitii  iir('i(iii|ilisli  t  III' ell  I iM_'<'  ill  t'lc  St  !i' III  <  uii'M  1' 
iK    rDhtf.il    iiml     tlii'V    "aIII   till  II     li.ivi'      iiiisici;ii  laii 


•liiidls    till-   I  lii'ii'  (.'Iiililiiii       It'  it    tit'    tl 


IC        '»   I 


■il  lit" 


PnMrstiiiits.  jet,  I  111'  I'm  ml  t'Nrliiilc  frniu  their  si  |io  .Is 
t'vcrv  tliiii'_'  K|iiM'ii|i,iliiiii,  I'll  sii\  l<'ii;iii.  Mitlidiiist 
iVi'..  jiiiil  it'  tiny  cliiiiisi'.  ;ill  tliMt  is  ('liiisti.iii  :  lit 
tlii'in  iii:ii<(^  tli(M-x|»'i'iiiH'iil   ill    ilii'ir    iniiKst,   iiinl     iii 

\\  ll;li,  flHlCi-riiS   tlli'lll.         Wlli'll   i     i^llirlMtlllll   wiil   lm\e 
jn'ii  I  lie  fniiis   tiii'i  cul".  iiijil   |>!ii\  ((1  l»v     tX|nfiili( 


I'i'a 


till'  iliirirliry  i  if  tin-  svst  'm  to  m'iUM'  llir  mural  allil 
illfflli  rt  lia  I  llii|il()Vrlili'lit  I'f  its  |ia  I  t  isii  li-^,  tlicil, 
iiiilcetl,  \  oil   will    ]ia\'(>  IK)  troiiMi'     in  nlitaiiiiiiL^'    tlut 


Cil  iljH 


■rai  i(»ii  of  I  lie    Cailii'lics,    ^^  lio,    iiatnrallv,     will 


111"  I  111  I  V  ti>  lia|']»y  In  siL'ili  r,  111!'  '  l|i'iMS('l\  cs.  t  III'  liciic- 
fits  Ciij' 'Vt'il  liy  •»!  licrs.  Tlii'ii,  liilt  lint  till  thfii ,  pen- 
|i  r  \*ill  si'c  I  ln'  M'ailZatiiiii  (if  til  liii|ii'  c.xii' t'.'s^i  i|  dy 
till'    l''rri>.   /'/yy.y  ill  its  i-sili- nf   tlif   "J.'illi.    A  lli^iist  last . 


'•  We  liaxc  lilllc  iliuilit,  li.nt 


tliM 


Jirclati's  (if  tli^t  riimcli  ((!.itliolio)  w  i  1  s(-o  tlic  wii.- 
<l(iiii  Mini  jii.stici'  lite  iii|t|yiii;;  uitli  |iiiliiii;  (i|iiiii(iii 
ill  ii  i-i'foi  III  that  will  c(iii(liir('  to  tlif  ^'I'lnral  wt-ll 
liciii^  of  ijif  |ii()|i|('.  '  Til  iiiv  o|>iiiioii,  the  |>r('lat(\s 
oftho  ( 'ai  holi(r  (JliUfi'li  liavc  ti|.  well  hciii'j:  of  tli»' 
]i«^ii)ili'  sulliclciitly  at  lirai  t  to  \\  iiliii,iil\  aii'l  pioinpt- 
ly  a'l()|it  any  systi'in  o*  cilufatioii  lliat  f.\|i*'iit'iice 
Wiilllil   |ii()\('  thrill  to  1)1'  the  most  ailv  aiitM^ioiis. 

So  far  till'  tliiiiL;  is  iin n'lv  li  inir  v-ntilatcd  in 
our  V'liiii":  Piii\ii!L'i'.  ami  niifdrtiniaiciy  tlic  i-cMiIb 
of  the  trial  fisi'w  iiiTO  is  far,  \  j-i  y  far  Iroin  hciin^ 
6atisfa(;tiiry,  S'l  \\itliiiiit  any  iiiicasiiie-s  as  to  what 
the  |ir<'latis  of  the  < 'atliolio  (>liiiic'h  will  say  hereiit- 
ter,  I  take  the  jilieit-  ,  and  I  do  .so  witjiuiit  iiesito- 
ti-»i»,  to  ull'iiiu     that    tiie    s\steiii    teruiecl    '•  unstcti- 
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rian  public  schools  "  meets  with  no  sympathy  on  my 
part,  and,  in  order  not  to  appear  unreasonaltle,  allow 
me  to  say  what  I  think  of  the  system,  in  a  legal,  re- 
ligious, and  social  point  of  view. 
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FIRST — THE      ESTABIISIIMKNT      OF     *' NON-SEC'TAUIAN 
S -HOOLS  "  IN  MANITOHA,  WOULD  UK  lU.EiiM.. 

TliM  fiist(]iieHr,ion  tliut  pi-.'sniits  itself  to  tlnMniii(l 
in  till!  ii'tMial  ■.'oiitrovtT.'sv  i.s  this:  has  tlie  L<  ji;!  ■hia- 
tal'.' .)t"  .Miiiit  >b  I  power  to  ri"|n'al  t'le*  |trfseiit  ciIikm- 
(i  dial  lav^s  ail  I  t.oi-.'jda  (M  liciii  liy  a  svsieiii  reitnijnaiit 
to  till!  minority  of  t  MS  Pruvinc-'?  I  do  not  liesi- 
tiic>!  ill  saying  tiiac  our  lo,'islatiii-e  has  no  such  pow- 
er. 'I  JiH  minority  of  the  Proviii;ji'  havini^  ri_'li'H  or 
privilc^M's  ao(jiiir.'(l  an  I  anlciiowle  1,'e  I,  siu;h  I'i^lits 
or  |)iivihw,..s  ar(!  nil  h-r  the  sate  guar. I  of  a  suptMior 
HUihority;  iiml.  cons  qiientlv,  tlin  power  of  the  legis- 
lative AssiMiioly  ot  Moiito')!,  dies  imt  extend  so 
fiiasto  violate  sn-h  rights  or  pri\i.e:.'es.  Any 
la\V(Miai-ted  in  liie  ahov.-  sense,  would  lie  nftra  vires 
null,  and  ot-rtainlv  ilisallowel  at  «  >ttawa. 

I  nndi-rstand  the  inaiiiiitude  and  delioicy  of 
the  task  imp  >sed  up  )ii  a  tnljiinal  called  upon 
to  decide  on  the  vdiilir.y  (if  a  legislative  Act. 
I  nil  lerstand  the  importance  and  incidify  of 
the  proofs  rJiat  such  a  t  •iUiiiial  wniild  ivtjiiii'e,  to 
bi'conie  (•(Mi\inc''d  that  tiie  lii:,diest  h'g.d  aiirhoi-ity 
ill  (In;  Province  liad  failed  and  gene  hevoiid  the 
liinits  as>iLfiied  lo    its    leirislative  imwei-. 

I  know  all  ih  s,  imt  I  am  eipially  aware  that  in 
tiie  eas'  of  iisni  [>  iiion  of  power,  the  superior  an- 
tlioiity  has  th  i  .iiligafio  i  to  discomiteiiance  sneh 
proeeediiiLis,  an  I  to  groit  to  those  who  are  unjust- 
ly dealt  will:,  'lie  protecfion  to  which  thev  aie  en- 
titled liy  the  lii>vs  that  govern  them.  Le-^islitivH 
i  idepeiideiitre.  svarrantcil  to  the  dilFrent  Provinces 
of  the  (JiiiU'liaii  cjiiferjerali  in.  is  jiisfly  precious  to 
every  (Janadian,  and  no  one  siionld  act  in  n 
WHY    to    diiiiinisli    such    an   imp  or  ant,   pi'-rogitive. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  tlie  dntv  of  the  Provincial 

L.  ,  •' 

'gisiatiire    not  to  artempr,   Hiiyfhing    heyond    the 

r  sirictions    ex[)res-,ed    in    the    Impeiial  Acis   that 


Conbticnte    th«    same    legislature.      It 
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legitimate  pride  for  the  inliabitaits  of  a  Province 
to  know  and  feel  that  thev  iire  tree ;  I'Ut  it  is 
ecjnally  necessary  to  tlieir  liappiness  to  know  and 
to  feel  that  they  are  })n)t('ctetl.  Piou  ciion  is  as 
necessHrv  as  fieedoni,  of  which  it  is  tlie  conii)le- 
inert  Without  the  protection  for  some  (he  tiee- 
doni  )f  others  may  easily  de^.  nerate  into  lic"  nse. 
Citizens  wonhl  lose  the  r<  s-pect  and  reliance  on 
the  iioMe  institutions  ihat  f:ovein  the  coiinlry, 
fihonid  the  piotection  to  which  tliey  have  a  right 
be,  in  their  estimation,  inferioi  to  the  Ireedom  they 
enjoy.  4 

The  tlieory  of  absolute  power  vested  in  the  Pro- 
vincial Le^is'ature  in  all  cases,  is  entiiely  inadinis- 
nalile,  as  the  Imperial  Acts  that  estal)li>h  such 
legislature,  have  limited  their  a(tion  in  a  cl*  ar  and 
precise  uumner.  It  is  obvious  that  tlie  (|U('stiou  of 
education  is  among  those  on  which  it  is  not  lawful 
to  enact  without  ceitaiu  jestriotions. 

Hel'ore  proceeding;  any  luitlieton  the  matter,  I 
wish  to  review  the  ol>j«!ction  that  has  bet  n  impro- 
pei-li'  raised,  as  based  on  the  subsection  I  of  section 
92  of  '-The  British  Nonh  America  Act,  1807." 
To  invoke  the  said  snb-clause  as  a  piool  that  cadi 
province  lias  an  ejitire,  absolute  and  uniestrained 
power  lelative  to  edui'ation,  denotes  a  very  supeiti- 
cial  study  of  the  Act  itself.  "  The  British  North 
America  Act"  classities  the  matters  of  which  it 
treats  under  XI  titles,  within  XI  principal  divi- 
sions, some  of  wliich  are  snbilivided.  The  follow- 
ing synoptic  table  of  matters  contained  in  the  said 
Act  will  show,  at  tirst  sight,  the  futility  of  the  ob- 
jection I  combat : 

BRITISH    NORTH    AMERICA    ACT,    1867. 

Remarks. 
I.  Preliminary. 
IT.   Union. 

jn.   Executive  Power. 
IV.  Legislative  Power. — The   Senate  ;  The  House 


of  Commons.  1.  Ontario. 
2.  Quebec  3.  Nova,  Sco- 
tia. 4.  New  Brunswick. 
Money  Votes.  Royal  As- 
sen  t. 


1 


Mt 


louse 
I  alio. 
M  Sco- 
iwick. 


I 


V.   ProviTicial  Consti- 
tulioiis. — 


VI.    Distrihutioii   of 
Le^^islative 
Powers. — 
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Evpcutive  Power.  Le- 
gisliitivo  Power.  1.  Onta- 
rio. 'J.  Quebec.  3.  Oii- 
tai-io  anil  'iiit'l)<'C.  4.  No- 
va Scotia  and  New  liruus- 
wick.  5.  Ontario,  Quebec 
and  Nova  Scotia.  G.  The 
four  Pioviiici'S. 

Powei's  of  Parliament. 
Exclusive  Powers  of  Pio- 
vincial  Legislature.  Educa- 
tion. Uniforinitv  ot  Liw3 
ill  Ontario,  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Brunswick.  Agii 
cultuie  and  liiunigration. 

VII.  Judic;iture. 

VI [I.   Revenues,    Debts,  Assets,  Taxation. 

IX.  Miscellaneous    Piovisi'-ns — General,   Ontario 

and  Quebec. 

X.  Intercolonial  Railway. 

XI.  Admission  ot  other  (Jolonies. 
Schedules. 

Such  are  the  divisions  and  subdivisions  of  the 
'•  British  Norih  Aineri(;a  Act."  It  is  certainly  an 
elementary  rule  nf  interpretation  to  .say  that,  when 
an  Act  has  divisions  under  certain  titles,  the  very 
woids  u.sed  as  titles  of  ^i6  divisions, wlien  emitloyed 
in  any  .section  of  thtf  said  Act,  mean  the  maftera 
coiitiined  ill  the  division  to  which  such  words  are 
pieiixed  as  title.  Theietbie,  the  words  "  C(>iit<titu- 
t'uni  of  tliH  I'roi'incp,"  us"d  in  the  chiiise  92,  must 
nfC"ssarily  refer  to  wh.it.  and  to  nothing  but  to 
what  is  contained  within  the  (livision  V  under  the 
title  Provincini  Constitutions. 

The  clause  1)2  nelongs  to  division  Vf,  and  its 
fi  St,  sub-section  reads  as  tollows  :  1.  '"The  Amend- 
ment from  time  to  time  notwitlistandinj'  anvthim; 
in  this  Act  of  the  (Jonslitution  of  the  Province,  ex- 
cept, as  regards  >he  otHce  of  Lienteiiant-Oovernor." 

One  nnist  clo.se  his  ey^s  to  the  evidence  and  to 
th»'  clearest  ind  most  natural  sejjse  of  the  words,  not 
to  read  in  tin*  abov»'  mentioned  sub-se(;tioii,  the  verv 
title  of  the  division  V.  '•  Piovincial  ( 'onsfitntions." 
And  the  di\ision  V  being  the  only  part  of  the  Act 
that  tixeb  the  Provincial  Constitutions,  is  the  only 
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pa»  t    of    the  Hitid  Act  ix'fcii-cd  to,  by  tlie    Sj«iil  snb- 


8«'ctiiin  < 


f  fl 


le  rliiusr 


U: 


On  I 


IC  (  OlitlUlV 


.(IIIOI- 


/■  the  I 


r()ii.ra\  iiov 


tioii  licuiij  iiciilicr  (  oiiNfiliiti(ju*i 
«  \'i!ii  111*  liiioiu  (I  ill  tilt'  (livi.sioii  V,  LMiinut,  In?  niiinMl 
at  l)v  tilt!  .Mill  section  wliicii  iiosv  occn|iii  s  iin',  uml 
wliicli  ti«'iits  only  oi  aini'iKliiu'iil.s  ot  tiif  (oiustifiitiuiis 
of  the  irovhiCH. 

'J'lio  division  Vl  of  our  "  Hniish  Noitli  Aiiicnca 
Act"  shows  the  distril-uiioii  of  Icoishilixe  jowcis, 
and  detfi  luiiK  s  tlu'  liiiiiis  of  the  Fiilciiil  iis  well  ns. 
of  the  Provincial  [je;j;isl  itiiirs.  indicatiiig  to  tlic  (j1i« 
as  Well  ;is  to  the  oiheis,\^N  liiit.  is  and  what  is  jiot 
sulject  to  their  jiiiisdut  ioii.  '"Jhe  chiii.-t-  U3,  which 
foinis  l»y  itself  the  siiitli\  i-ion  eiitithd  '•  Kuiu-ation," 
is  the  only  one  that  iiinicatis  the  txti  iit,as  well  as 
the  limits,  of  the  powi  r>  nt  the  I'loxinciiil  Legihla- 
tnre,  relative  to  tins  iin|»ortaiit  sulject. 

I  list" -ad  of   lereiiiii''  e.\(luNi\  elv  to    tlie    ma  teis 


It! 


d 


tl. 


di 


■lei-  tlio  til 


V 


n-ler  ilio  line  "•  l  ro- 
viiicial  ( "oiistii  ..tions,"  if  anvtliihi^  in  ihe  clause  U2 
could  atfi  ct  the  dis|)iisii  iniis  of  the  clause  l);3,i(  would 
with  equal  reasi'ii  allc'Ct  I  he  chaise  1)1,  ano,  with  the 
same  Su<ike,  annul  all  the  lesinctions  lliat  th--  liii- 
|»erial  Art  iniei  did  to  put,  and  did  int),  to  tiie 
|ioweis  of  Pi'o\  incial  l.e^islaiuie.  Such  cai  iioi  be 
the  C!is''.  •' The  Britisi  l^oiih  Anieii<  a  Ati"  has 
divided  and  class'ti' d  the  nuitteis  ot  uliieh  ii  trciits 
ill  a  manner  too  evident  and  loo  lucid  to  haVt-  ru«(in 
for  such  coni'usioii  of  idi'as. 

It  is  theiefnrt^  evident  that  the  section  \)'\,  while 
8tiitin<>;  that  *'  in  and  fn  each  Province  the  J^euisia- 
ture  may  exclusively  make  laws  in  ivhiti<iii  lo  e('u- 
cation,"  attiinis  at  the  same  time,  that  such  laws 
shall  be  "sulijict  anl  uci-ordmg  to  the  }.rovi>ioiis" 
Bet  forth  in  its  siil»  seitions  ;  provided  alwavs,  that 
the  inliat>itants  of  each  I'lovnu-e,  be  in  such  V-vvA 
ci'uditions,  as  woulil  secuie  to  tliein  the  beiielit,  or, 
if  you  like  the  word  leiter,  the  lesiiaint  indicated 
by  the  Said  suli-sections. 

Enounh  Un-  the  objection. 

What  now  remains  for  me  to  examine,  are  the 
limits  that  the  Imperial  Act  set  to  the  poweis  of 
the  K.\ecutiv(i  and  Legislative  authorities  of  the 
Province  of  M mitoba,  in  relation  t'>  ilie  educational 
law.s  "  affecting  any  ligiits  or  privileges  of  the  Pro- 
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tostnnt.  or  KoiMiin  riitlmlic  luinoritv  of"  the  Cium  n's 
nilijifts  ill  tliis  l'ii.\iiic<'. 

Nobody,  I  am  suit,  will  doubt  of  the  nullity  of 
u  Pi'ii^  ini;iiil  /\ct  tlmi.  w.iuld  bt»m  direct  o|»|»osition 
(n  (iiKi  Of  si'vciiil  liiipfiiiiil  Aots  ;  t'S|it'ciiilir,  wlii-n 
those  IiiipfiiMl  Acts  iiio  th  •  siiiiic  that  h  ivo  coiisti- 
tutt^d  the  Proviuci;il  L 'gisIaUllf,  8t<U  iu^  wliut  it 
thould  do,  or  I-^mvo  undone. 

Ill  reliition  to  i']dii' atioii,  ''the  ProtevtMiit  or 
Ixoi'iaii  Citholic  miiiontv  of  the  Cjueeu's  subj.'cis" 
ill  the  Province  of  Mimtobi,  ur«  under  the  pioicc- 
tioii  of  two  diiiennt  Acts;  the  one  beiii<.f  pinjieily 
■Hii  Iin|>eiinl  Act,  mid  liif  other.  }ilihon<;h  n  lAder.il 
Act,  liMvin;^  rtceivrd,  tVom  an  Iiii|»eii;d  Act,  tlit; 
<-<'iitiriiiiition  whicii  j^niards  it,  not  only  a,i,Minst  the 
Provincial  I^ej^ishitnre,  but  e\ en  deprives  the  Fede- 
rni  Pni  lianieiit,  tliat  li;is  eiiacte  .  it,  of  the  li^htto 
!•  |M  ai  or  i'.imMi  I  it.  Yes,  tin;  I inperiid  Act  154  and 
15;")  Viet'iria  Ulia|iter  XXVIII  cited  as  the  iMii.sh 
!N()itli  Anieriea  Act  1^71"  Uiis  })iissed  to  validii.e 
tli<^  Miinitolia  At-'t' an  I  protect,  tiie  i  iy;hts  coi.ferird 
theieby. 

Fi'llovv  certiua  clauses  of  the  Iiii])erial  Act  last 
luenti'ined  : 

(;}.)  ''The  Pai  liainent  of  Cnnada  may  from  time 
'*tti  tune  with  tlie  consent  of  tht;  lje;L;islatui('  of  any 
•'Prov  iiH-e  oft  he  said  J)(>iiiinit)ii  ineiea.-e.  duniidsh  or 
"utlierwise  alter  the  iiinits  of  such  Province  iijion 
'•  sueli  terms  and  conditioi.s,  as  ui;iy  be  aj^iecd  to  iiy 
**^a  d  r.e;;islainre;iii<l  iiiiiy  with  tin  likeconseiit.  iiidke 
•  proVl^i()||^s  I  e>pectiu^  the  effect  and  (perHtion  <ifany 
"  su  ■ii  incieiiNe  or  diniinntion,  or  alteintioii  of  'l<  ri  i- 
*' torv  in    relation  to    any  Piovince    atlected    theie- 

(.'>.)  "The  following  Act.s  pissel  by  the  said  Par- 
"  lianieiit  of  (';iiiada,  and  entiiled  respectively,  '  An 
"  Act  fo)'  the  T'-mporary  (Joxei  niiient  of  Ivupeit's 
"Land  and  tlie  NordiweSt  T.riitorv,  when  united 
"  with  Canada,'  and  '  an  .-\ct  to  jiniend  and  continue 
"the  Act  32  and  33  Victoria,  Ch.ip.  3,  ami  to  es- 
"  tablish  aiitl  piovide  i'or  the  (.government  of  the 
*' Province  of  Maidtobu,'  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
^'beeii  valid  and  etiectual  forall  purposi  s  whatsoevei-, 
^'from  the  date  at  whicii  they  respectively  /eceived 


♦'  t^•'  ass^nit.  in  tl)H  QiiPfn's  tiiiino,  of  thf  (xovernor- 
"  (leiiHi-al  nt"  tliH  said  Dominion  of  Canadn." 

(('».)  "  Ex(je|>t,  JiH  providt'd  Ity  tho  tliird  section  of 
"thin  Act,  if  shall  no*-  he  competent  for  llie  Pailia- 
"  ineiit  of  Canada  'to  alter  the  provisions  of  the 
"  last-mentioned  Act  of  the  said  Parliament  in  so 
"  fir  as  it  relates  to  tlie  Province  of  Manitoba,  or 
**  of  anv  other  Act  heri-after  establishinj' new  Pro- 
*'  viiices  in  the  said  Dominion,  suhject  alwaj's  to 
'*  the  riifht  of  the  I iet^i.-ila' ure  of  the  Province  of 
"  Manitoba  to  alter  from  time  to  time  the  provi- 
*' sioMs  of  any  law  res[)ectin^  the  (pialification  of 
"  electors  and  ntembers  oftlu?  Legislative  Asseinl)ly, 
•'and  to  make  laws resj)ec ting  elections  in  the  said 
*'  Province." 

1  have  made  this  lengthy  quotation,  in  order  to 
prove  that  the  so-calh'd  Act  of  Manitoba  is  on  the 
game  f.iotini?  with  the  "  Act  of  British  Norih  Ame- 
rica, 1867,"  consequently,  the  Federal  Parliament 
can  alt(ir  nothiu>;  rt^litive  to  edncation,  either  in 
the  one  or  tlie  other  of  these  Acts  ;  and  the  Legis- 
lature of  Manitoba  cannot  over-ride  (he  limits  as- 
Bigned  to  it  by  the  sani^f  laws.  Let  us  see  at  present 
what,  guarantee  the  same  Acts  give  to  the  (Jathojic 
minority  of  the  Provinc  •  of  Manitol'a,  against  the, 
endeavors  todej)iive  it  of  its  sepaiate  sciidois,  by 
Bul>stitnting,  for  the  actual  laws,  a  system  o^"  educa- 
tion styled:     "  Non  sectarian  Public  Sclnols." 

We  lead  as  follows  in  the  '•  British  North  Amer- 
ica Act,  1867": 

93.  "  In  and  for  each  Province  the  Legislatue 
"may  exclusively  make  laws  in  relation  to  educa- 
"  tion,  subject  and  accoi'ding  to  the  following  pio- 
"  visions  : 

(1.)  "Nothing  in  any  such  law  shall  ptejudicialiy 
"  alft  ct  any  light  or  privdege  with  iesp»ci  to  deno- 
"minatiaal  sch(  ols,  which  any  class  of  j)eisons  have 
''by  law  in  the  Pi'o\  ince  at  the  Union. 

(2.)  "  All  the  Puweis  Privileges  and  Duties  at 
"  the  Union,  by  law  conlerred  and  imposed  in 
"  Upper  Canada  on  the  S^'parate  Schools  ami  S'^liool 
'*  'J'rustees  of  the  Queen's  Roman  Catholic  subjects, 
"shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  extended  to  the 
"  1  >issentient  Schools  of  ths  Queen's  Protestant  and 
"  Koman  Catholic  subjects  in  Quebec. 
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(3.)  "  Whem  in  Jiiiy  Province  a  hystein  of  Sfp- 
*'  |)Mrat»;  or  (lisscntitnt  schools  exist  \>y  l.iw  nt  tin' 
**  union,  or  is  llu'iful'ter  e>-titbli>lit d  \>\  tin;  l.r^is- 
•' liitiiie  of  the  Pi«)vinct',  iiii  iippeal  sliall  lie  to  llie 
"(Jovenior-GeMenil  in  Council,  Imni  any  Aut  oi-  I)e- 
*'cision  of  any  Piovincial  autlioriry  ailtrtinj^  any 
*'  ii<,'lit  or  privilege  of  the  Protestant  or  J.'onian  Ca- 
"  tholio  Minority  of  the  Queen's  suhjccts  in  lelatiou 
"  to  Kihieation." 

(4j  "  Jn  case  any  such  Provincial  hiw  as  from 
"  time  to  time  seem  to  the  GoV(  i  nor-'j!eneral  in 
"Ci'Uneil,  recjuisit*;  for  the  due  exi  cntion  of  the 
*'  provisions  of  this  section  is  not  nnule,  or  in  any 
"  case  any  <le(  ision  of  the  Governor  Oem  ral  in  Coun- 
"  cil,  or  any  appeal  under  this  seciion  is  not  duly 
"  executed  hy  the  p'dpt  r  Pi'ovincial  authority  in 
"ihat  iK'lialf,  then  and  in  evtM-y  such  case,  and  asf;ir 
"only  as  the  ciicnnistances  of  each  case  ri  quire,  the 
*'Pariiam»iit  of  Canada  may  make  r(  nu-dial  hiws  i'or 
"  tlie  provisions  of  ihissectit  a,  und  of  an\  decis-ion 
"of  the  Goveinor-GeU'Mal  in  Cor.ncil  under  this 
"  sect  on  " 

The  onlinary  power  confeired  uj)on  the  Provin- 
cial J.e^isiature  l»y  this  section  93,  may  he  lessoned 
hy  its  four  suIj  sections,  or  by  some  of  them,  as  tho 
Case  may  he. 

'i'he  tir-.t  sub-section  being  liable  to  diflerent  in- 
terpretations, I  agiee  to  take  no  advantage  of  ir,; 
and  to  leave  to  opnonents  all  they  can  chwm.  I  Nvill 
r.ote\e..  meiition  tlr^  protection  that  Catholicscan 
claim  under  such  pntciso. 

The  Second  Subsection  beini'  exclusivelv  for  the 
Piovinces  <d'  Oiitario  and  Qiiel)ec  is,  in  no  way,  a{)- 
^>lii*alile  to  JNIaiiimba,  exc'i)t,  peihaps,  to  aid  in  con- 
vincing the  eiieinii  s  of  our  system  of  education, 
that  the  Ht)Use  of  Commons  in  England,  the  Lords 
Hjtiritnal  and  Temi'oi'al  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  our  Most  Uraeious  Sovereign  Herself  an^  of 
opinion  tliat  the  Provinces  of  tlie  Canadian  Confed- 
eral ion,  may  hav(»  separate  or  dissentient  schools, 
without  impediiii:  the  '  triumph  of  the  principle  of 
justice,"  and  without  moving  too  I'ar,  "  from  the 
more  enlightened  spirit  of  the  age,"  otherwise  they 
Would  not  have  enacted  such  Iegislati(»n. 

The   third  sub  section  sutiices,  by  itself,  to   baffle 
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iiiiy  iitt*'iii|it  coiiti'.-irv  to  till'  fnuiliiniciitiil  |ii'iiici|  Iih 
of  tlir  Siliddl  I.iiw  (if  jMiiiiitdlii.  ]'(i)|>l('  iiiiiy  ^!ly 
Wliilt     tlu'V    like,     I'ur  ol    a;,':iiliSL  lllf  M  Slrin,     lillt    lid- 

huily  can  deny  its  exist cncc. 

Yes,  evil  y  nil"'  kntiw  s  tli;it  ii  'systeni  (jf  Sf  ]);iiate 
or  ilissi  iifieiif,  seli(i(»ls  exists  \>\  \:\v>  in  the  Pitivinco 
of  Alfiint'iliii,  and  tliiit  iill  our  schools  uw.  eitlier 
Pioie.stiinr,  or  Catlmlie,  and  snehs\sieni  has  I  ei  ii 
'•  estiil»li>hed  liy  the  Leyishitnit-  ot'  t he  }'io\  ince." 
Tliis  is  a  right  or  |>i  ivihj^e  ac(jtnreil  liy  t  he  (.'utliolicH 
und  "'appeal  shall  lie  to  tiie  Go\  eiMor  <  m  neial  iu 
Council  lioui  anv  Act  or  decision  tit' any  l*rovii  cial 
authority  aH'ccting  any  rights  or  }iri\  ih  g.  s"  thus 
cunt'eiied  liy  law. 

Shouhl  an  a  teuijit  he  made,  in  \  iolati-  'i  of  this 
lin|Mrial  Act,  no  douht.  tlit;  C.ii  holies  of  Manitoba, 
lueudiers  ov  n<ii,  of  the  L>'>:iblat i ve  As>end)ly,  and, 
lielped  l>y  the  Calholics  uf  the  Fedelal  J'arliauunt 
UImI  of  the  DoMiinioii  shall  lii^  their  a|i|i'  al,  and  that 
a|)[ie  d  heing  a  ri^lit,  the  (iioveiuor  Gen^ral  in  Coun- 
cil, cannot  ovei  look  it/.  It  is  iiii|io.ssilile  tt>  (dinh^ 
this  suh-s- cti'-u  and,  s^ive  the  ease  of  oc  phirahle  ai  d 
dangiroiis  hliudness,  cvei-y  one  shoidd  undiMstand 
thai  it  IS  an  insupeial  1  ■  hari  iej-,  erected  I'y  the  Im- 
perial  Pariiaiui-nt,  to  stay  all  etl'or  s,  tending'  to  de- 
jirive  the  Koinan  Ctholit;  iiiioority  (if  Ht )  Majes- 
ty's sultjecls  ill  ^lanilo'ia.  of  the  lights  or  privileges 
tliey  enjoy,  ill  rehiliou  to  eiliu;atioii. 

The  foi.rth  suli-secti')U  gives  power  to  the  Fed«  r- 
b1  Pii'liaiii' ur,   to  enact    remedial  laws,    should  the 
provincial     Le^islai uic  negleet    to  comply  wit h   the 
de.'isions  of   the,  G  jveruor  U  Mieral,»rcl  itive  to    the 
appeal  al>ove  lueurioiied. 

'i  hat  shows  that  the  :n|)(al  is  not  an  i  nipty  woid, 
ami  that  the  law  shall  proiect  tlmse  to  whom  it 
grants  a  ri^ht,  and  iiiaki  good  tlinmaxiiu  ubi  jus  ibl 
reiner/iiim. 

Theivi(ir(>  the  P)riti>h  North  Ainei-ica  Act,"  iii- 
Btead  of  i^iving  to  the  Pro\incial  L'j^i.sluire  an  un- 
lindtisd  power  in  relation  to  education,  conhnes  it 
to  Cr'itaiu  dispositHjns.  and  any  action  contrary  to 
law,  and  iutenderl  for  a  Stat  ute  would  \>ti  nltfu  vires 
and  coiisecpiently  ii'iU. 

in  ordei-  to  coniphtt;  conviction  on  the  suhjecl",  I 
will  enquire  of  the  opponents    of    Cr.tholic    Schools 
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of  Miinitol>ii  wliiit  tlu'v  uoiiM  tliink.  what  iulvlco 
tlii'v  wdiild  ^i\t'  iiinl  vvliat  in-tiuii  \\\v\  wmilil  tiikt-, 
}>il|>j>'isi  m  t  111'  ( ':it|inlic  iii.ijnnty  Mt'  Qi|i'!»rir  ilt'|iliv(! 
tin'  Pioto-taiit  Miiiii'nty  oi  tli"  saiin-  l'i»)\  iiu''',  of 
<lit'if  K.lucatioiiiil  Ki  'lif>  or    l*ri\  ilc^'.-s. 

Wliiit  noise  sMHiJd  result  not  <tiily  in  Qim'Imc  l»ut 
tln'ouL^lxtiit  I  lie  I  >iiiiiiiiiiiii  and  |ierlia|is  inorr  iu 
Manitiilia  tliilii  an\  wlieie  ejse  ! 

W'Lat  an  amount  "I"  lejUMacli  and  result  wcaild 
lie  lavislit'd  on  f  lie  < 'al  liolics  of  (jueln  c  ,'  Kinui 
<'Verv  <|uart('r  an  ciiernei  ic  a|)|ieal  vmiuM  y;o  tn  tht? 
v.i'MMiior  in  ('.luncd.  l^nd'iu'>ti'dly  IFis  K\eelleney 
would  I'e'l,  anil  wo'dd  in  eality  Ixr  liniind  to  recall 
to  till'  Li'i^isj  itlU'e  of  (^IC'I'IC,  the  I  )is|ii  i.sit  ions  of 
HM-iixu  \)'.\.  til  |ir 'SI"  ilie  th'  remedy  t'>  sticli  an  aluise 
of  |>mw>  r,  a'ld  if,  id'oT  'hit,  l!ii>  Lc^^islatui  e  of  (jui'- 
I'.  (;dld  not  hasten  tl»i  euaetm^  of  t  lie  remedial  laW, 
IJie  I'ailiauient  of  ("aniida  would  not  lie  slow  in  80 
doing,  in. 11  siicli  would  lie  its    duty. 

'I'm-  Catholie  niajoriiv  ol  Qiieheo  will  never  coin- 
liiit  sucli  a  fodt,  nor  iImmhi  of  sueli  an  iiijn.stiee  to 
tlie  l*io  estant  minoiiv.  uli\  then  shoulcj  the  Pro- 
(e^tant  majiiritv  <•'  ManitDha  'le  siispeete  I  of  )ia\- 
i  i^C  siicli  a  ili^|io^itioii  towards  the  ("atliolic  niinoii- 
ty  in  iis  mii|-t  !  [n  a  eoun'  r\  like  on i  s  when  all  citi- 
zens enjov  1  (jUiil  riniiis  i  le-re  c  iiinot  Ik;  two  weii,dit3 
and  two  nieji^n  •  es. 

What,  ilie  I*)-,  estant.  iniiinrity  in  (.^iieliec  is  en- 
lit  h-d  t".  the  ( '.It  holic  imni  •  iiy  of  Maiii'ol.a  is  ei|n  il- 
ly eiiiiti'd  to.  V^  hi  Would  lie  nn|ust.  seetai'i;iii, 
iile^iil  arid  nni'on^t  til'ional  "n  i  ne  parr  of  the  Oath- 

<>!ie  leaj  iiitv    •'     (^>n -c,  i>  iinrdly  uii]iisf.  sei-tari- 

fiii.  ill' .:al   ;ind    tin -onstit ut ion  d  on  tlie)i;irl ot    tho 

•Pri>t<  still      ni!i|oitv   of  jMaiuVolia.   oi    lat  lier  <*//  ///« 

p  i.rt  iiftit  >si-  t(i/iii  iri^li   to  fir  jKirf  Hull  f'.i-fiff  th*'  Mia- 

']  •ri'v  to  de|»irr  fio,,,  the    patu  «  1  jiistie  ■  .ntd  honor. 

S  i.Milo  ,ni\  one  lie  uici'.iied  !..  think  that  the 
'•  r>roisli  N((M1i  .\iii  rill  A't  ISO?''  a|i|)lies  nieiely 
<o  iJie  loMi'  trovoiMs  oiiufiiiidx  nniie'i  liv  tin- said 
Art  ;iiio  no  at  all  to  i  he  I'r, .\  up  e  of  M.iui'olia, 
1  )•  .t  Wa-  es  a'oli -ii.-.l  .111  I  iidniii  ted  into  tli-('onfed- 
<ia!i  I  foiii-  \eais  hit  i  ;  I  would  invite  him  to 
]ip;\i-e  'li.  s.'foiid  Section  of  the  *•  Manitoha  Act" 
i  i.ai    reads  as    toToWs  : 

(■J.)  "On,  liuiii  and   after  the  .saiil  day  on  which 
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•' tlin  ordt-r  of  il»f  Qitc'ii  ill  CoiiiKjil  sliall  t;il<t!  pflct't 
"  iis  nf.iiisiiid  tin'  iti'nvisioiis  of  ilic  'liiitisli  Noitli 
"  AiiKricit  Aft  lHr»7'  sliall.  fX(;t|)l  tlics.- pill  ts  t  Ik  Ht 
"  «»f' 'A'livii  li  iiic  III  t<'iin-i  iiiid''.  <)!•  liy  ri'iisonaliio 
"  iiitcinliiKMit.  iiiity  li»'  s|»(!fiiilly  a|'|ilicalil('  to, 
'■or  only  to  alli'ct  oiu*  <•!•  iiioif,  ilie  l)oiiiiii- 
*•  lOM,  mill  ('Xce|»t.  so  lar  iih  tlir  saiim  liiiv  Ittil 
'•  not  tilt'  wliiilf  ot'iJM'  l'iovinc«f  now  coniixisin^ 
•ltd  \ainl  Ity  lliis  Act.  he  !i|»)>licalil«'  to  tlio  Province 
'•  of  Manitolm,  in  the  hiiiim^  ^^"V,  and  to  the  lil<(!  •  x- 
•'  ItMit,  as  tiicy  ap|»ly  to  llic  sf-\tial  Provinces  of 
*•  ( Janad.i,  aiitl  as  if  tlif  Piovincc  ot  Maiiitolui,  liad 
*•  l>een  one  of  iIk;  Piovinccs  oiiniiially  viniicd  Ity 
"  tla-  said  Act. 

Do'  l)tl(Ss  th('  aliovn  Section  is  too  deal'  and  ex- 
j)iicit  to  need  connnent.  It  (tlcoiiise  |»ieveniH  tlio 
applica  ion  to  Manitol>ii,  of  t.lie  Hecond  Hid>-clau>e  of 
clause  •.);$  of  ilie  *'  Biitisli  Anieiici  At:t"  tliat  rel'eiH 
t'Xcln-i\c!y  to  Ontario  and  Qneliec  ;  lait.  ontli« 
otIaT  laind,  it  a|'|ilii's  to  Manitolia,  tlie  other  dis- 
positions ot  the  ••  iJiitish  North  A'nerica  Act"  iit 
I'.lation  to  edncation,  and  cv'iiseqiiently  lessens  the 
jtower  of  the  1j  gixlatrrc  of  M.mitolia,  <fives  lii^ht 
of  appeal  to  the  ininonty,  hinils  the  Cioveuutr  Gene- 
ral to  ri  nieily  the  e\i],jtnd  in  c.tse  of  iiecssiiy  aii- 
thoiiz''s  the  Canadian  Pailinient  to  enforce  hy  re- 
medial laws  the  decision  of  tlie  Governor  (jrrueral 
upon  sn(;h  appeal. 

]t  cannot  lie  objected  that  the  Pi-oviikh*  of  Mani- 
tolta  is  not  entitled  to  the  dis|)(isitionb  of  ilft'  "  Brit- 
ish North  America  Acr,"  rehdive  to  edncaiion,  he- 
cause  the  A(-t  ot  Manitoba  enacted  suh>equentlv,  on 
the  same  subject.  Such  pretension  is  ijuile  inad-, 
niissible,  it  wcadd  be  equally  t>  lie  to  say  that  the 
Cth  clause  of  the  "Manitoba  Aci"  itlaii\eto  the 
L  eufenaiit-Governor,  Itein.-.'  ileniicaliy  the  same  us 
the  58th  section  of  the  '-Jiritish  North  America 
Act","  all  the  di8|>ositionsof  the  latter  ithnive  to  the 
Lieutenant  Governors  of  the  fiillerint  Pio\  in.  cs,  <lo 
not  a|iply  to  the  Lieurenant-Go\eriior  <if  Maiiitotia. 

Tl  edispositioiis  of  one  law  cannot  anind  t  lie  dispo- 
tionsof  the  other  except  when  contradictory;  lait  snch 
Cannot  occur  when  both  Acts  sav  the  same  tJiinjx, 
or  when  the  one  amplities  on  the  conttnts  of  the 
other. 
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Tln!  r('Iiitii)ii  lit'twcr'n  tin-  two  Acts  in  tjncvtidu  jh 
II-  follows  :  'I'lic  li.Jnl  siciioii  of  tlif  ■'  r'riii>li 
Noiili  Alncricil  Act"  II co^'liizcH  tliO  powt-i'  (tftliM 
I'tox  iiK'inl  Lci;i>liitili('.s  to  |iiis.s  liiW.s  icLtivc  to  cdii- 
rntiKii.  Iiiit  ^nl>i('ct  to  the  ilis|i()>.itiniis  iiiciit  imiid 
i)i  i/n  siih  st'ctioKs,  iiiiil  tliiit,  I  rc|ii!(t,  is  (In-  l.iw  in 
ISIniiitohii  as  Will  mn  in  oMid'  I'iovumcs,  u)  ili-  tlio 
H'JimI  section  ot'tli(^  Miinitol)!i  Act  icco;4ni/."s  to  llii« 
l/t;islat HIT  (»t'  tliis  Pm»\  nice,  llic  power  to  |i,i-s  laW 
!•(  |jiti\i'  to  ctliicuLii  II,  1)111  ^nili(•ct;  t;j  tin-  ilis|.osiiit)nH 
liichtiomd  /;*  its  oiVH  Kiib  H'ctiitHH  ;  and  pIciKi*  nlt- 
WMV('  tliat  I  licsc  last  tl  .s|M)sition.s,  faf  IVoni  IxiiiLj  in 
Opposition  to  those  of  1  lie,  "  Miiiisli  N'orili  Aniciie.i 
A('t,"  afe  nnirly  an  extension  an<l  (lt\t  lopment  of 
tile  same,  consi  (pienlly  Itotli  Acts  (•(»ncnr  in  uraiit- 
in;,'  pio;ei;li()n  (o  tjie  (  'atliolic  ininoi  itv  oi  Manitolia, 
aii.l  jiistitv  t  lie  ass'-i  tion  tli  it  tlie  minority  ot' tli« 
Piaiiie  l*i-oviiice  is  liettiT  sale^naiilel  tlian  tliat.  of 
the  oiil  Provinces. 

'I'lie  lad  is  oluioiis  to  any  oik;  that  takes  the 
troiilile  to  I'eatI  the  2L'n(l  claiist^  of  the  M  inilolia 
Act,  wliil"  Wi-aiiiiL,'  in  iiiinil  that  the  said  Act  has 
nil  the  |t>rct»  of  an  Inijicrial    Act. 

'I'l.  "  In  and  for  the  I'losiuce,  thi^  said  I^e^^isla- 
*' tine  may  exclilsix  ely  make  laws  in  relation  to  etU 
"  ncation.  siihject  and  accoidiiii^  to  the  following; 
*'  provisions  : 

(1.)  "  Noiiiiiiji  ill  any  smrli  law  shall  pi cjiidicial- 
•'  ly  j-.tfeet  any  riiflit  or  privileire  with  lopect  to  de- 
"  ii(>iiimaii<»nal  schuols  which  any  class  of  peison.s 
•' liav(>  hy  law  or  jnactice  in  the  Piuvince  at  the 
«'  Union." 

(2.)  "  All  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  (Jovernov  (Jen- 
•' eral  III  Coiincil  from  any  Act  or  dccis'ion  of  the 
*•  liCiiislatnre  of  the  Pi'ovince,  or  of  any  provincial 
'■  aiithoi  iiy,  iiilectiiiir  any  liiijht  or  Privilege  of  the 
"Piotistaut,  or  Komaii  Ca'liolic  minority  ot  the 
"  Qii- eu^  sniijects  in  relation  to  Kdiication. 

(.'})  "  In  <as(f  any  such  l'ro\incial  Law  as  from 
*' time  to  time  seems  to  the  (TOvei'nor-(!eii(Mal  in 
*'(!oiincil  recpiisite  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
"provisions  of  this  section,  is  not  maih'.  or  in  case 
■**  aiiv  di  ci^ioii  of  tim  (iovernordieneral  in  C'ouiioil 
"on  any  appeal  under  this  section  is  not  duly  cx- 
*'ecuted  l>y  the  pioper  Provincial  authority  in  that 
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"  hclmlf,  tlifH,  and  in  «'v«'i y  hiu-Ii  ciihc,  and  an  fur 
"only  US  tilt- ( iiciinisiiinctH  ofrucrli  cjiHf!  mj'iin-,  tlio 
"  I'ailiain^'nt,  of  (  !:)ii;hIii  nmy  ntiikc  itMn<>i|i;tl  lii«K  f-ir 
"  tli»!  diM!  ••xcciifioii  (if  tin'  |in>\  \>s'ui\\H  of  Uiis  h.  <iion» 
'•and  of  any  dt  t-iNion  «»f  tlin  (iovrmur  Cien«'ral  in 
"  (/'ouiuil  nnd«'i'  tliis  hi  rtion." 

In  iMTiisiiiL'    tilt' idiovr    section    ir,  is    oasv  to  nl)- 

SrrVf   ilH   lOMCIultlalK-t'   witll    ill.'   \).\\>\     SicMi.M   uf    Uio 

♦'  HritiMJi  North  Aniciiia  Act"  W'h.tt.  now  in- 
mains  t(»  di.MJciii  is  tlx^  i/ij/'ifnf  ir,„ihnijH  of  tjio 
two  laws,  and  tiieti  dt'cidc  if  tlic  (////J-  vinr  tends  to 
(liniinisli  oi- to(»ni|»lity.  on  ilicjuiuiiiii.tt c  of  inotcctioii 
given  to  tlic  minority  of  ManiiolM.  'I'lic  ditl»Mcneo 
\h  as  follows  : 

Act  of  lHr>7.  Jrf  ,,/•  /s;'fK 

93.   In  ami  for   i;\cu  l*i<o-      '-"J    la    hihI   fm   tiii    I'ko- 

VI^(  K  tlu!  Ltylsl  itUlD    .         .    .iVfNci;  tllr  SMI)  l.ugis  lltliri!     . 

(I  )  Nntliiaj;  m  iuiy  hucIij  (I.)  NUtliin^'  in  .iny  mn-h 
Law  siiiill  |)i<  jiidiii.dlv  uf-  I  uw  shall  pri  jinluiilly  af- 
fect any  lli^lit  or  I'riviltyc'n'ct  imy  lliglit  nr  I'nvilc^'o 
■with  r.  spict  to  l>ciu)niin.'i  with  ri  spcrt  to  !>' noniina- 
tional  >(.hoolM.  which  anyiional  ^clui  pIh.  which  any 
class  of  pur-ons  have  iiv  c.la-«  >it  |i<rsiin>  Jnivc  itv  Law 
Law.  oil  I'uAcncK      .     .     . 

(2.)  (' hily  for  Ontario  ftnti 
Quelicc  )  j 

(.'I  )  Where    in    any     I'ro-j 
vuice    u  f.y-t»ni    of  Sf  parate 
or    I'isaemicnc    Schoom   ex- 
ists ly   Law  at  the  Tniin,  or 
is   thereafter   estahli.shed    liv 

the  J.,eyislaiin'e  of  the  Pro-  ('-*)  .\ti  a|i]KaI  siali  lie  to 
vince  an  a))))eal  nhall  he  to  t' e  « iov.  rin'r  « -ent  no  in 
the  (Ji'Vernor  -  <  ieiieral  in  C  »uncil  f.r  an\  \ct  oi  De- 
Council  fruni  any  .\i-t  or  |u  ci.sion  ..f  the  l,K»iisi  aTI'I{K 
cisioii  of  any  I'kovi.nciai,  ok  in  Ik  vi.vci:  oi!  o  anv 
At'iHOKlTY  atfictiim  iinyl'liovi  ci  vi.  .AlTlloi.ir  at- 
I'ight    or     Privili-ge    of     the  f  ctnt;  ai\    Uiihi  I'.ivi- 

I'rote^fant  or  Koiiim  >  atho-  leg  ot  tli-  rr.tistant  i  r  llo- 
]ic  iniin>rit\  ot  the  Qu'cn's  ni  ni  (.'atiioli'  niiiioiii\  nfiho 
Buhj.cts  in  relation  to  Kdii- l^nu.  n'-  .^nl'ji  cts  m  ivlaticni 
cation.  to  I'^dueation. 

(4.)     ....  (.S.)     . 

Tlnre  is  not  the  sliglifist  iliiilit  tlntt  wlmt  |i!'t'ci..i('s 
jtroves  tliat  llio  Manitoba  Act  am|)litit's  on  liic  |.io- 
tection  ^irantcd  to  t,lio  niinorin  s  ^^  riic  Inipiml 
Act  of  l(S(i7,  inste  id  of  tliiiiiiii.»liiiii:-  i'.  iSy  tlio 
law  ot  18()7  tin;  Le^isla' luc  of  kach  I'kovinci:  is 
ol»lignd  t  )  saft'oiiard  any  lliglit  of  Pii\di';;i.  with 
lesjiect    to  Deuoininatiouul  Schools  which  any  dasa 
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*>t*  )MTSciiiM  Ii;»\«'  ht/  hun.  wliilr,  \>y  llic  Act  of  1^71 
till-  lit'iiislatiirn  of  ilu" -Pritv  iiu'c  <»r  Maiiitohu  iins  lli«' 
Niiiiif  Mi.lii.'ittion  CMiiriMiiiiij^'  tilt!  li^lifHiiiMl  privilc^cN 
In  |c|  li\    fnirur  jtrovtiv. 

\\\  rlii^  A't  oi  1H(>7  Hii  ii|i|ii-itl  hliiill  lit'  to  til*- 
<  idsnl'iior  (•(Miitl'iil  ill  <  !<Mll|i*il,  /*/'/  i*<thlii  ir/iitt  n  xi/H- 
tr>it  (#/'  srjHinife  t-rfK.o/s  t.rls/  hi/  Inir  ;  ul.ilc  tin* 
Miiiiitiil.a  A<^t  aiitkiii  izi'x  thf  stimi'  (ipjii'iil  m  nnif 
I'lisi-  ii()t  i-timi  utijf  t'lij/it  in'  />riii/»yi'  >  rm  irit/nnit 
41  Hi/Hh-ii}  It/  luhii'iilmn  iMU'Kiinitiljj  fstuh/lnhfi/  hff 
liiir. 

'I'll.'  .Miiiitiilia  Act  cxtt'iiiliiiir  alxl  iUii|«li>'\  ili;;  the 
|)iuti'i'ti<<ii,  i)'  .s«'iis,  ill  ilic  sMiiic  |(M>|iui  tioii,  \\i^^ 
|i.»\Vt'i'  ol'  tjic  Pr(»\  iiK'ial  lit'uislatiiri'  on  tlir  miliJM't. 

I  am  III.  lli«'uiilyiiiK>  that  vii-wsrlio  imitlrr  in  tliiH 
li.'lit,  liiit  aiiioiiLt  iit.lnr  tcsiiiiiony  in  cm  inlHii-atinn, 
]  riiiilil  Miliiiiil  till'  ii|i|ii'tH'iatiiiii  of  tln«M'  iiii|iui  taut 
n«'v\s|ia|>t  r.>  of  tilt'  Pr. .\  iiice  i>l  ( >tit!ii  io,  llii-  "  'J'ltroiifo 
Jhiili/  lilo'n:,'  I  lie  •< 'fiuiii'i  Frui'  /'f.i.i"  ami  tin* 
*^ lloiiiiitiiii  llmmiij   Tiiiifx," 

I  Till'  I oroHtii  l)'iilj/  (ilobfi,  'I'liin  |»a|ii'r  liail  at 
first  CDiihtcnancvil  tin*  niovi'iiit'iit  liuHtiJi'  to  |)»'niini- 
iiiational  Scliools  of  Maiiitolia.  Miitiiri-  consiili'ia- 
<ii>ii  i.f  tli(^  suliji'ct,  anil  si'Usi'  «if  jiisti»jt*  suIi.m  ([iiriit- 
ly  |ii'i  \aiiH<i  MM  it  a|i|M'ais  in  tia?  issui'  ot  27tli 
No\i  iiiImm',  i(S7C,  of  vviiicii  I  ijive  tim  foilowin;,'  ex- 
tra.t^: 

IM  III.IC  KDICATION   IN   MANIFOHA. 

"  Wi' noturi'il  ii'i'cntli  till'  iiio\t'iiu'iit  ill  Maiiito- 
"l'alia\ini^  for  its  ohirct  the  irloini  or  iinpi'ovc- 
"  iiiiiii  of  tia'  I'lildic  School  law  of  that  l'ro\  incc, 
*'aii<l  M-li'iicil  to  till'  etforts  iiiailc  in  other  pjiiLsof 
'■till'  Doiiiinii.n  to  elhct  .siidi  anan^eiiients  as, 
'•  wliili' si'iuriii^  till'  |»ractical»l''  systi-ni  of  ednca- 
"  liiiii,  are  ili'sjyiied  to  protect  the  rights  and  con- 
''  >ult  the  coiiscitMiiions  scinpli-s  of  niinoiiiies.  iJiit 
*'  it  iiin^t  not  lit'  iiinli'iHtooil  fi'oiii  this  that  in  Man- 
"  itolia,  any  more  than  elsewhere,  the  rights  of  mi- 
"  noritii's  can  he  ovi'rriililen  oi*  ij^nored. 

"Till"  Local  LeLiislatnre  may,  of  contse,  elfe(;t  any 
'•chaiijjjes  in  the  ailministiat  ion  of  the  school  laws 
"  and  not  \  iolate  existing  rights  and  ])rivili'gf's,  hut 
"can  do  no  more  than  this.  'I'hef  Manitoba  Act, 
"which  is  the  constitutional  charter  of  the  Pro- 
*'  vince  of  Manitoba,  contains  the  same   provisions. 
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"  tlijit  jifr  to  1)1'  found  ill  tlie  British  NorMi  Ainori- 
"  Crt  A<  t  ill  leu'iii'd  ♦,(>  t  lie  riwlits  ot"  niiiiui  ities  in  tlio 
**  oiIht  Piosim-i-s  111  tins  lopcc-t. 

'•  TliH  '2'2\\<\  scftion  it»fly,'  fis  well  as  tlic   snl)-sco- 
*'  tiohs,  ii<i(i|.t  litci-illy  ilif  i!-x.r  of  tin-  I'.iitisli  North 
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"  thiit  tlie  jMauitoba  Act  li!i\  in^'  ciiianiitt'il  fVom  Do- 
*'  Miitiimi  ParliahK'iit  nnd  not  Im  in;.;,  as  \»astli('  Ihit- 
"  isli  Not  til  AnicricM  A<-r.  ii  product  of  the  IniixM-i- 
"jil  l>('u;i^iir  i'ln,  niiiilit  Itr  alttrtfl  of  aimndc^d  hy 
*'  the  sani'-  iiuriioriry  tliat  oiii;iiially  ciiactt'd  it.  l>ut 
''tills  lias  Imi  n  |ii(iviiifd  .iiainst  liy  an  lin|>('rial 
«'  Aci,   :U  ami  3.7  VicrnriM,  Cna]).  XXV III.  j.i.s-cd 

"  lor  tilf.  ('Xjiiess  pill  pos",  aiiiMii<_'  other  olijctt-,  of 
"  giving  tlie  ManiKjha  Ai-t  \ali(iity  and  |irof(ciiiig 
*'  the  ri<rlits  thrrtdiv  conforicd  finin  ijic  dai:"*  r  alune 
"  siigi:t^tcd. 

•'  'llii-  ParliaiufMit  of  Canada  lias  no  jiowcr  to 
"  nials(!  till-  sinalli'st  chaiiiit;  in  t  lie  tfinis  giiMianticd 
"  liy  till-  Manitolia  Acr  ;  and  that  the  ivtvd  Legis- 
"  latiMv  can  only  do  S't  ill  its|Kct  of  such  matters 
"as  jii'.'  s|te(.-ially  coi  tided  to  its  jiirisiiiction,  of 
"  vvjiii-ii  as  the  (jnntatioii  wr  have  yiven  fioni  the 
"  22iid  section  slmws,  the  ri.:;lit  of  ininni  ities  as  eX- 
*'  isteiit  at  the  tunc  (»f  the  union  is  iK.toiie.' 


'2.   •'  7'/i<'.  "ftawo,   Free    /'retis. 
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tli(^  (Capital  licforc  peruMiiy;   the  alioxc  aiticle  of  tl 
67y/>^' and  under  the  »infa\ovalile  iiiipressieii   caused 
bs  another  it-sue  of  tin-  same  oiyaii,  wrote  asfullows 


oi 


I  the  1st  o    hect'Uihci,  1^^7^)  : 

SEPARATE  SCHOOLS  IN   MANITOBA. 


"  A  discussion  is 


going   on  in    the    Province 


of 


*'  iManiloha  just  now  on  ihc  sultji  ct  of  the  schonl  sys- 
"  teiii  of  that  I'rovincef  Tlie  agiiaiion  which  is  luiw 
"son^dit  to  he  raised,  apparently  more  hythe  'loron- 
"t.o  (ilobethun  by  the  p.  ciple  of  ih"  Prairie  Province, 
•'looks  ostensibly  to  tlie  fojowing  ol'jects,  \  iz  :  the 
•'aliolition  of  the  pnsenr  Board  of  Kducation  and  the 
'•estanlishiii'  at  of  a  non-sectarian  s\  stem,  compulsory 
"use  of  Eiiiilish  text  books  in  the  schools,  all  puldio 
"  schools  to  lie  subject  to  tlie  same  r  gnhttions  ;  the 
"  appointment  of  inspt  ctors  ;  estahlisliment  of  a 
"  trainiiii:  school  for  tettclieis,  and  a  new  plan  for 
''the  allotment  of  school  moneys.  This  means, in  short, 
the  total  abolition  of  separate  school    system  and 


i( 


23 


"  C'Hisid  M'iiii;  tli<!  intnto  o\'  t,li«  siihjoct,  anil  tli"  do- 
"  liciit.H  t;h  iiiicciM-  <»f  tlie-  inr, 'I'ists  allV'Cti'd.  it  Mpp-JiiS 
"  to  us  til  tt  it  would  lie  iIk!  wisuf  t-oiiis  •  oi»  tin-  |»;nb 
"of  our  Toronto  c  >iit''m|i  •v.ivy  to  I'  aw  the  }i;^it.i- 
**  tion  r<)  tlio.si'  nioie  iniui"di;it(dy  intiMcsri-d, 

"  Tiie  oidy  |)  t.s-il)h'  rt^sult  imu  b."  to  srjr  up  st-c- 
*'  tai'i.iu  sfrit"  and  liwiit.  burnincs  sticli  ;is  nnhippily 
"  pm'til  ill  Nt'w  Biiiu^wick,  aii<l  wliioli  !U>'  most 
"uiidexiraitie  elemeiiis  r,o  inti'tduce  in  a  yonny  and 
*'  ijrowiiiif  coiuniuiiity  coiiiiiri^iiiL;  iiiixeti  |)opul.aii>n, 
"httli  as  to  laii!jnai;r  ami  nli^ion. 

"It  i<<  an  a,dtatioii  tliat  c  nl  I  not  tail  to  1m*  attend 
"I'd  Willi  a  con.si  b'l'.iili*  de^'ii'i- ofaspe' iry,  nicueliiui; 
'•upon  daii:,'iM(>u-i  ua-iiuud,  whicli  it  would  lie  well  fo 
"  avoid  and    wliii-li    it  is    no     part    of    tin*    people 


'•  or    jonru  ds     in  this   part    of    tlit 
'•  assist  Ml    liriiiLdnij  iil»..ur,. 
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le  fliscnssnwi  IS     umre  miudicious,  its  tlieve  13 


oiiiiniou    to 
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"  no  p  issisild  '  im*  ui^  of  attaining  tlie  otiject  souLdifc 
"  prot'esse  lly  iiy  tliis  iigitatiou.  The  M;Miitoba  Act 
*' undei'  whose  antliority  s<piii'ite  suho  ds  exist  in 
'' til  ir  Piovinc ',  and  which  forms  a  portion  of  tlio 
"  coMst.iMition  of  the  couiiti  y.  Wis  bv  Iuipeii;tl  Act 
"  est.;ii»lishi'd  lievond  ilit*  power  of  tin;  l*arliiinitiit 
"  of  the  Doniiuioii  or  L'j'dsjature  of  the  Province  to 


<( 


lit 


liter. 


'■  S-parat>e  schools  in  M:iuito'>!i  can  only  be  dis- 
"  establis!ie  I  by  ihe  Act  of  t.he  Ca'li.die  b  idy  itself, 
"and  we  may  n-st  as>iir<  (I.  from  the  welllcnowu 
'•policy  ot  tiiat.  deiiomiiritioii,  that  Such  action  will 
"nev.-r  b"  iutiatfd  l»y  them.  Under  all  tll(^se  cir- 
"  ciiiiistaures.  as  we  huve  pointed  cut  before,  the  ai(- 
"iiation  of  the  sui-ject,  ami  e>^pecial!y  lis  ai^itatioii 
"iroiii  our,si.|('  tie-  Pj-ovilice  eaii  lead  to  no  re.«-ult  S) 
**  f;ir  as  its  p'ofe-s  mI  o  •ject,  is  concerned,  while  it 
"  iiriy  be  }>r  i(lnef,i  V.'  of  very  undesirable  ri'sults,  by 


ti 


stiniiijUf  up  M'craMaii  strife,    discord,  proilueiiiLf  ir- 
*'  litation  and  er-atiiig  li''art.lturiiiny;s    aii<l  auimosi- 
'' tit'S  wliich  ^\  oiil  I  disturb   the  liarKiony  and  might 
•rioii^ly  injure  the  weliare  of  the  Piwinci'." 


3.  Tiie  ILimiU.t,,  K 


d'Uiiii'i  TlnMH 


no  abovf  wr 


ticle  of  tliM  '-Frfi',  /'n'sn,''  and  that  of  die  (J/uhe 
which  it  coiijbits.  suggested  the  following  remarks 
wlii'h  I  reel  in  the  llauidtoii  Eceiiing  T'untti  of 
the  9th  Dee.  187G: 


u 
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"Tlie  (I'tiibe  is  ur<tiin'  tliiit  thf  hoIiooIs  in  \rjiiiiJ-,o- 
**  h,i  slioulil  Im>  iniiili'  iiii.sHctiU'ian,  wliilt-  tlic  <  HImwu' 
"  Ffi'e  I'i'i'sH  sliows  vci'v  rlniiily  UsM,  it  is  iui|)'>s;}i!»le 
"  tli:it  tiicv  would  Im'  ho  iiiii'le  with  >  r,  liiip-iiiil 
•'  Li's^islatioii.  Mimirolxi  hus,  it'aii\  thiiit;,  a  stroiii;- 
**  cr  Iu»|»<a"ial  mjaraiitcf  lor  ilie  coui  nniMnc"  of  its 
"sfjurato  Sitliools  tli m  tlio  oldt-r  PiDviines,  so  tliitt 
'•  the  ilistMtssiou  iii  Maiiiioba  of  th«^  (jvi-sti.m  raist-tl 
"  hy  tiu."  ^//t>A«  eaii  (tiilv  do  iDiscltiid'  witliout  any 
'*  possiltihty  of  good  results  of  any  kind  aiiNing.  'I'lie- 
**  fxain|>lt' of  Ontario  ]>roves  thai  it  would  h(^  ;•  yood 
"thimjifall  tht- ProviniM's  hao  .sfpa rate  si.hooKs,  ami 
"and  it  is  most  <H-rtainly  an  uniiiiujed  (m  d  to  raise 
*  an  at;iraiion  to  tak-'  tht-m  from  l'ruvint;rs  thatal- 
*'  rcadv  have  tlienj,  mor.'  (-sppcutliy,  if  fho>e  who 
*'  ai^itate  lor  this  can  only  have  ihc  ai;iiali<iu  for 
**  their  [)ains." 

The  thn-e  (ihove  journals,  together  with  many 
otliers.  some  of  which,  ahhoui;h  I  (5stile  to  separate 
schools,  are  of  my  opinion  that  ihcr  establislunent 
in  Manitoba,  of  a  system  of  education  opjHtsed  (o 
that  now  existing,  is  impossilde. 

The  antanonists  of  (he  Catholic  schools  of  our 
Province  feel  encouraged  in  t  lieir  endciivours  to 
overthrow  them,  heeaiise  the  '  (Joinniou  Scho<,l  Act,. 
1871,"  of  New  Brun^\>ick  was  not  disallowed,  a'd 
that,  as  yet,  the  eatholics  of  that  Province;  have  ti> 
aliiile  l>v  it  Evidently,  prejudice  l>lindt'oi(lH.  <(tlier- 
wise  it  is  impossible  not  to  see  the  isvcntial  d  tf'  r- 
ence  between  the  position  of  tdie  Oatholies  of  Mani- 
toba in  1877,  and  tli 't  of  theii  eo-rdi^iunisis  of 
New  Bniusw  ick  in  1871.  All  the  anjimiiu/n  nn- 
ployed  aLtaiiist  the  Oatholies  of  New  Ihunsuick 
and  the  fo/r// o/>/'//torw  adverse  to  th  ni.  niav  1k'  re- 
sumed as  follows  :  thf.  I(iir  /ui.rliiif  confer if.d  no  rhjht 
0''  jH'icUejje  to  the  C'litho/ica  hi'/'orc  ora/hiv  the  unioi/y 
th''!/ <lo  not  enjoij  thttt  of  Jy>/>e^//,  couMMpi.ntls  the 
/ji'f/i.sl.'iture  of  \en)  Brunawick  hcs  ai,  ojiea  /ield  for 
lejislotion  oil  ediicatio  r. 

Kveii  with  the  supposition  tlnit  tlii-i  opinion  he 
cori-ect,  who  can  fad  to  discover  th.it  it  is  inipos- 
Bible  to  f»pp!y  it  to  Manitoba,  tlie  position  l)eing en- 
tirely ditferent. 

New  Brunswick  had  no  /«^^;  etstiddishing  .snp.irat.e 
schools,  while,   on  the  contrary,   Manitoba  has  laws 


establishing  them.  Tlie  privileges  enjoyed  by  the 
Cstholics  of  Navf  Brunswick  were  not  conferred 
6y  law  ;  in  Manitoba  it  is  the  law  that  confers  ou 
Catholics  the  rights  and  privileges  they  enjoy.  The 
sub-sections  of  section  93  having  no  application  in 
New  Brunswick,  the  Imperial  Act  did  not  in  any 
way  restrict  the  powers  of  the  Jjegislature  of  that 
Province  in  the  enactment  of  its  educational  laws, 
nor  grant  to  the  minority  the  right  of  Appeal,  while 
the  3rd  and  4th  sub-sections  having  their  entire  ap' 
plication  in  Manitoba,  the  Imperial  Act  lessens,  in 
as  much,  thepowerof  the  Local  Licgislature  and  con- 
fer^ the  right  of  A,)peal.  In  a  word,  as  long  as 
i/es  will  not  mean  no  and  no  mean  yes,  the  argu- 
ments brought  against  the  Cathblics  of  Nf^w  Bruns- 
wick have  all  their  force  in  favor  of  the  Catholics 
of  Manitoba  ;  ami  that,  let  it  be  remembered,  even 
without  considering  anything  else  than  tbe  British 
Noitu  America  Act,  and  adopting  the  inter|)reta- 
tiou  of  the  same  Act,  as  given  by  those  who  placed 
the  Catholics  of  New  Brunswick  in  the  situation 
they  so  reluctantly  undergo. 

The  impossibility  to  abolish  separate  schools  in 
Manitoba,  becomes  still  more  apparent  when,  after 
examining  the  A(  t  of  18^)7,  we  re-oonsider  that  of 
I8;'0.  By  the  latter,  which  is  that  of  Manitoba, 
it  is  not  necessary,  as  already  shown,  that  the  rights 
or  privleges  enjoyed  by  the  minority  be  conferred 
bt/  fh"  law  ;  it  suttices  that  they  be  so  by  prentice 
This  last  word  alone,  had  it  been  found  in  the  Act 
of  18G7,  would  have  safeguarded  the  Catholics  of 
New  Bi  unswick. 

By  the  Act  of  1870,  the  right  of  Appeal  is  not, 
as  ill  the  Act  of  1867,  subject  to  thi;  condition  of  the 
pre-exifitence  of  a  sijstent  of  separate  or  distetttient 
s  hools  etttfiMifiheAl  by  law.  No,  by  the  Act  of  1870, 
there  is  always  room,  for  Appeal,  from  any  violation 
of  right,  ecen  without  the  pre-eslahltshineut  by  law 
oj  a  system  of  Denominational  schools ;  for  it  must 
be  observed  tliaL  the  clause  does  not  determine 
what  must  be  the  orii^in  of  such  right* ;it  stiffices  that 
tii-^y  ha\  e  been,  and  ai'ie,  enjoyed  either  by  law,  by 
practice,  by  treaties  or  in  any  way   whatsoever. 

Without  having  ever  been  in  the  councils  of  those 
who  drew  up  the  law  of  1870,  it  is  easy  to  see  why 
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the  same  Act  in  its  section  22  repeats,  whih?  modi- 
fying it,  the  section  93  of  the  Act  of  1867.  The 
storm  that  broke  out  in  New  Brunswick  in  1871 
had  ah'eady  ha<l  its  forebodings  the  year  before. 
The  framers  of  the  Confedration  noticed  that  they 
had  involuntarly  left  an  omission  in  the  law  of 
1867,  relative  to  education  ;  and  in  order  not  to  ex- 
pose the  Province  of  Manitoba  to  the  difficulties 
they  foresaw,  but  too  late,  for  New  Biunswick, 
they  resolved  to  complete  the  Act  of  1867  by  that 
of  1870,  This  explains  how  the  two  Acts  differ 
while  resembling  each  other. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motive  of  this  dou- 
ble legislation  on  the  same  subject,  both  Acts  exist; 
they  both  safeguard  the  minority,  and  come  to  pnr 
alyzH  any  effort  made  to  deprive  it  of  its  acquired 
rights. 


T  had  just  finished  what  precedes  when  I  receiv- 
ed the  "  Daily  Free  Press"  of  the  19th  January, 
1877,  in  which  I  find  tqat  the  Protestant  section  of 
the  Board  of  Education  had  assembled  on  the  eve 
at  Winnipeg,  and  that  an  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Same  had  submitted  the  draft  of  a  bill,  which 
they  were  instructed  to  prepare  by  a  resilution 
passed  Oct.  14th,  l«Mt. 

In  November,  1876,  the  "  Toronto  Globe"  had  al- 
ready disclosed  the  mystery,  and  made  known  to 
the  public  in  (Jntatio  what  had  bet;n  withheld  from 
the  put. lie  in  Manitoba,  notwithstanding  the  pecu- 
liar interest  the  latter  should  take  in  transactions 
that  concern  themselves  alone. 

The  measure  proposed  and  now  ptblisbed  by  the 
Protestant  Section  of  the  Board  of  education  is  as 
it  ap|)ears,  based  on  nine  points  of  which  the  two 
principal  are,  "  The  establishment  of  a  purely  non- 
sectariau  system  of  public  schools,"  and  "the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Education  in  its  present  sec- 
tional character,  and  the  appointmentof  a  new 
Board  without  sections." 

In  the  preceding  pages  I  have  opposed  the  scheme 
in  question,  but  I  must  confess  that  I  opposed  it 
without  being  either  able  or  willing  to  believe  that 
it  had  been   formed  by  a  Board  including  men  of 
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lenrning,  high  Htandiiig  in  society  and  deservedly 
enjoying  respect  and  esteem.  I  did  not  think  that 
a  plan  bearing  suca  a  taint  of  illegality  could  be 
the  fact  of  a  Hoard  estHblished  by  tn  '"w  and  act- 
ing officially  in  its  name. 

The  few  details  furnished  by  the  press  comern- 
ing  the  meeting  of  the  19th  inst.,  have  a  signifi- 
cance that  will  escape  no  one. 

The  Protestant  section  of  the  Board  is  composed 
of  twelve  members,  only  five  were  present,  and  one 
of  them  could  not  refrain  from  obherving  that  hn 
"considered  the  presence  of  only  five  memberM 
when  so  important  a  matter  was  to  come  into  con- 
sideration as  very  discouraging." 

*'  The  Reverend  Presi«h  nt  and  the  Reverend 
Secretary  expressed  a  don'  s  to  the  policy  of  dis- 
cussing the  proposed  njeasnre  when  there  was  only 
a  bare  quorum  of  the  Board  present." 

Another  Reverend  member  "  expressed  his  j,jr- 
nonal  views  as  stongly  opposed  to  tlie  teaching  of 
religion  in  the  public  schools,"  while  a  lay  member 
favored  the  inculcation  in  the  puMic  schools  of  fun- 
damental religious  principles." 

As  it  often  occurs  epluibvs  w?mm  "  it  was  tinal- 
"  ly  resolved  that  the  Board  adjourn  till  Friday,  the 
"  2nd  prox,  at  2  p.  m,  and  that  the  draft  of  the 
**  proposed  bill  be  revised  and  printed,  and  copies 
**  8«^nt  to  the  Members  before  that  date." 

The  above  meeting,  and  the  circumstances  that 
characterize  it,  furnisli  abundant  matter  for  com- 
ment, and  such  will  certainly  be  given  later.  For 
my  part,  J  must  just  now,  keep  within  the  bounds 
of  the  legal  question.  I  am  quite  convinced,  and  I 
think  I  have  proved,  that  the  law  is  contrary  to  the 
pro|x>sed  change,  and  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  Legislative  and  Executive  authori- 
ties whose  combined  action  is  requisite  to  the  pas- 
sage and  inforcements  of  our  statutes,  will  stand  to 
their  duty,  repulse  the  injustice  that  tlireatens  the 
minority  and  not  suffer  such  a  stain  to  soil  the  his- 
tory of  our  Province. 

I  shall  only  add  a  few  woids  to  explain  the  rea- 
son of  my  extreme  su^-prise,  on  seeing  that  the  Pro- 
testant section  not  only  ask  for  a  thing  illegal  in 
itself,  but,  moieover,   asked  for  it   in   a  nuinner 
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contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  Provincial  statutes  and 
iuiplicitly  coudenuied  thereby. 

Our  Provircial  laws  create  a  General  Board  of 
Education  and  invest  it  witli  power  to  make  such 
regulations  as  it  may  think  proper  for  the  general 
organization  of  schools.  This  Board  has  conse- 
quently the  duty  to  consider  the  general  interest  of 
education,  and  is  composed  of  twenty-one  uiembei'S, 
twelve  Pro'estants,  and  nine  Catholics. 

The  same  Provincial  law  requires  that  the  Gene- 
nil  Bcttrd  shall  i-esohe  itself  into  two  Sectional 
Boards  or  committees,  the  one  tom|tosed of  the  Pro- 
testant, and  the  other  of  the  Catholic  members,  of 
the  said  General  Board,  and  that,  to  each  of  those 
respectively  be  referred  the  administration  of  the 
schools  belonging  to  the  section. 

The  sectional  Boards  have  consequently  the  duty 
to  considt-r  the  particular  interett  and  inanageinent 
of  the  schools  oj  their  respective  denominations. 

The  General  Buaid  may  perhaps  be  staled  a  Fed- 
eral Senate  of  Education  and  the  sectional  Boards 
are  the  executive  coiiniittees  of  their  resj^ective  sec- 
tions. This  is  not  at  all  unusual,  and  is  exemplifi- 
ed in  numerous  organizations,  among  others  in  the 
case  of  certain  university  s  that  have  th»'ir  irenate, 
and  besides  that,  distinct  Faculties  enjoying  com- 
plete iudependence  amo>  g  themselves,  and  eNen 
with  rej:ard  to  their  Senate  except  in  matters  con- 
cerning the  genei'al  organization, 

I  fail  to  t.ecome  convinced  that  it  needs  an  un- 
usual amo^nt  of  intelligence  to  detect  the  difference 
that  exists  between  the  duties  of  the  General  Board 
and  those  of  the  Sectional  Boards  no  more  than  that 
it  needs  an  extraordinary  amount  of  isopd  >viil  to 
allow  these  different  Boards  to  act  side  by  side  with- 
out encroachment  or  uneasiness. 

One  must  Have  never  studied  our  law  of  educa- 
tion, or  else  faintly  endeavored  to  facilitate  its  op- 
eration, to  say  that :  "  under  the  present  law  we 
have  virtually  two  systems  covering  the  same 
ground,  which  are  both  impractical  and  iuetiici- 
ent." 

We  have  Imt  one  system  of  education,  which  like 
all  other  ofganizatious,  at  the  while.  Legislative  and 
administrative,  comprehends  differebt  ramifications, 


S0 


tbi^t  is  to  say  ;  the  General  Hoard,  Sectional  Boards, 
the  Superintendents,  the  hoard  of  Truatefs,  Ac.  d'c. 
Ah  many  distinct  branolio^  grafted  on  the  same  tree, 
THE  Law,  whence  they  derive  the  sap  that  iminirts 
them  life  and  maintains  their  strength  and  vigor, 
provided  each  branch  remain  in  its  own  phice.  Un- 
fortunately, the  last  condition  was  done  awuy  with 
in  the  occurrence  I  take  olyection  to. 

What  was  considered  in  the  meeting  of  the  19th 
inst.,  is  undoubtedly  a  question  ot  general  interest 
in  education,  therefore  according  to  the  spirit  and 
even  to  the  letter  ot  law,  becomes  the  province  of 
our  General  Hoard.  To  treat  such  question  of 
general  interest  in  a  Sectional  Board  is  to  make  lit- 
tle of  it,  and  to  reduce  it  to  the  proportion  of  a  de- 
nominational or  rather  of  a  Sectarian  ooject. 

Since  niembers  of  the  Board  of  Education  thought 
proper  to  agitate  a  question  of  such  magnitude  and 
iiniveraal  int<»re8t,  why  did  they  not  bring  it  before 
the  Genei-al  Board  ? 

Would  it  be,  perchance,  that  feeling  th  >ropOHed 
change  to  be  so  ofi'ensive  to  Catholics,  it  w  oh  thought 
more  advisable  to  work  underhand,  and  to  not  even 
mention  the  object  in  view  to  the  nine  Catholic 
members  of  the  board  ? 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  intended  scheme  was  sup- 
ported by  good  and  solid  reasons,  its  authors  should 
have  been  glad  to  make  it  known  to  their  Catholics 
colleagues.  Reason  is  always  at  home  among  sen- 
sible people.  Who  knows  but  that  the  Catholic 
themselves  might  have  something  reasonable  to  say 
on  ihe  subj''Ct]  It  is  with  the  strike  of  ideas,  as 
with  that  o"  flints ;  it  may  give  light,  and  such  light 
as  may  sometimes  modify  opinions.  This  was  the 
case  with  the  Toronto  Globe  in  the  month  of  Nov- 
ember, when,  after  expiessing  its  views  in  favor  of 
the  plan,  soon  after  declared  that  the  same  was  an 
impossibility.  ~ 

It  was  considered,  with  reason,  as  "  very  discour- 
aging that  so  important  a  mater  "  should  be  refer- 
red to  the  tribunal  of  "  five  "  Judges,  that  had  no 
right  to  decide  oflftcially  on  the  matter.  A  little 
more  discussion  misrht  have  brought  light  certainly 
not  prejudicial  to  the  subject. 

Still  more,  Protestants  have  the  majority  in  the 
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Board  ;  even  with  the  supposition,  although  '^noh 
seems  inpossible,  that  they  had  no  good  reasons  in 
support  of  their  views,  or  that  the  Catholics  had 
none  to  oppose  them  ;  or,  what  is  better  still,  that 
the  convictions  on  both  sides  are  so  firm  that  it 
would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  modify  them,  the  ad- 
vantage was  still  siding^with  the  number ;  and  aa 
twelve  exceed  nine,  if  the  twelve  be  as  unanimout 
as  the  nin<),  they  would  have  carried  the  measure  in 
the  General  board. 

Had  the  whole  transaction  been  conductfd  in 
that  way,  the  measure  would  appear  to  me  equally 
illegal  in  itself ;  but  I  could  not,  and  I  would  not 
blame  the  mode  of  action.  It  would  be  simply  a  re- 
qular  authoHty  acting  officially  in  matters  of  its 
ORDiifARY  com|)etence,  and  in  the  manner  provided 
by  the  law. 

Unfortunately,  quite  the  reverse  took  place,  one 
section  only  was  invited  to  meet ;  some  of  its  mem- 
bers answered  the  call  ;  others  abstained,  and  there, 
under  the  pretence  amlthe  name  of  an  official  position, 
five  gentlemen  examined  and  decided  on  a  question 
not  belonging  to  them  a«  a  body,  though  they  may 
claim  the  right  to  examine  it  as  individuals,  and 
they  decided,  in  the  name  of  the  Board,  that  the 
endeavor  must  be  mad»:  to  crush  the  Catholic  sec- 
tion. Instead  of  busying  themselves,  about  and  for 
themselves,  as  to  the  changes  that  might  satisfy  those 
that  are  said  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  actual  man- 
agement of  their  schools,  why  do  they  e  leavor  to 
throw  on  the  Catholic  section  the  responSi  >ility  that 
does  not  belong  to  it,  and  that,  in  matters  which  by 
the  actual  law,  are  beyond  its  control  1 

What  a  queer  idea  to  fancy  that  alt  that  is  said 
against  tLe  administration  of  schools  will  be  stopped 
by  pronouncing  against  the  Catholic  section  the 
famous  sentence  :  "  Let  it  be  destroyed  /"  "  Delcnda 
eat  Carthago." 

It  is  with  words  as  with  drums,  the  emptiest  are 
the  most  sonorous,  and  vice  versa.  Beform  is  spo- 
ken of,  and  toith  that  big,  very  big  word,  it  is 
thought  that  the  population  is  to  be  starsted,  that 
the  Members  of  the  Legislature  will  be  influenced 
by  the  fear  of  losing  their  seats  at  the  next  gmeral 
election ;  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  stratagem,  per- 
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Honal  viewH  and  secret  animoHities  are  expected  to 
prevail  against  Catholics.  Evidently,  this  last  re- 
sult, though  not  professedly,  is,  in  reality,  the  sole 
objrct  in  view. 

In  the  name  of  law  and  of  justice,  let  me  be  per 
mitted  to  make  an  ap|)eai  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
Protestant  population  and  to  the  Members  that 
represent  it  in  the  Legislative  Assembly,  to  be^ 
of  them  not  to  forget  that  the  section  of  the  Board 
that  exclusively  governs  their  schools,  has  the  right 
to  do  by  itself,  and  for  them,  all  that  is  necessary 
for  their  good  administration,  and  that  the  reform 
spoken  of  is  merely  in  view  to  injure  Catholic 
schools.  The  new  scheme  affords  no  new  facility 
for  th^.  success  of  Protestant  schools,  white  it  would 
largely  impede  that  of  the  Catholic  schools.  A.bove 
all,  the  scheme  that  is  intended  is  illegal  in  itself, 
and  in  the  manner  it  Jias  been  prepared  by  the  Sec- 
tional Board. 

I  say  the  Sectional  Board,  notwithstanding  my 
convictions  that  there  are  men  in  that  Board  wor- 
thy of  my  respect,  and  animated  with  such  broad 
views  that  they  would  not  wilfully  mingle  in  a 
manoeuvre  so  narrow  and  unworthy  of  them. 
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SECONDLY — THE    ESTABLISHMENT    OF  NON-SECTARIAN 
SCHOOLS    FKCM  A  RELIGIOUS     POINT  OP    VIEW. 

In  the  foregoing  article  is  shown  that  the  project 
of  substituting  the  actual  school  law  in  Manitoba 
by  another  system  was  a  project  illegal  and  uncon- 
stitutional. The  task  assumed  was  not  a  difficult 
one,  the  Constitution  is  so  explicit  on  the  i)oint  that 
its  attentive  perusal  suffices  to  convince  of  the  ille- 
gality of  the  proposed  scheme. 

I  now  come  to  the  second  part  of  my  thesis  and 
examine  the  plan  from  a  religious  stand-point. 
Here  again  I  have  no  hesitation  in  affirming,  that  I 
am  not  in  synip«thy  with  the  so-called  system  of 
"Non-Sectarian  Public  Schools,"  and  my  reason  is, 
because  the  system  is  essentially  anti-religions  and 
anti-christian. 

I  beg  of  the  reader  not  to  become  over-excitv^  at 
the  announcement  of  a  few  rt-flections  on  a  subject 
so  delicate  and  on  which  it  is  so  easy  to  arouse  the 
susceptibilities  of  those  who  differ  with  us  in  opin- 
ion. My  intention  is  not  to  enter  upon  irritating 
Controversy.  Far  from  me  the  slightest  desire  to 
offend  any  one  ;  what  I  wish  in,  to  draw  attenion 
to  a  question  deserving  the  most  serions  considera- 
tion of  all  the  i-eligious  denominations  tlmt  compose 
our  population. 

No  doubt  theology  plays  a  part  heie,  for  the  sub- 
lime science  embraces  not  only  all  that  relates  to 
the  supernatural  but  as  well,  all  the  duties  of  man 
and,  viewed  in  this  light,  is  the  resort  of  all,  and,  I 
may  say  is  relished  by  all  those  that  form  the  popu- 
lation I  now  address.  Canadians  being  a  religious 
people  can  hear  mention  made  of  duty  without  tak- 
ing offence,  and  will  not  tind  fault  with  a  well-wish- 
er coming  forward  to  {)oiut  out,  with  respect  and 
affectionate  interest,  the  dangers  towards  which  the 
present  generation  is  ushered.  All  our  {icople 
comprehend  the  necessity  of  knowing  God,  of  loving 
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him  uiul  Herviii^  him.  All  urc  well  aware  that 
there  alone  can  be  found  the  BeciiritieH  needed  by 
society  and  the  pledge  of  tinal  happineHH  that  indi- 
vidiialM  aHpire  to. 

At  ease  on  this  wide  and  tinn  platforni,  1  freely 
repeat,  the  HvMteni  of  Jion  /Sectarian  iSchou/n  is  a  syH- 
ten»  essentially  anti  ieli<»iouK  and  one  that  must 
needs  be  repugnaut  to  the  conscifnice  of  every  chris- 
tian. In  proof  of  what  1  advance  1  will  say  :  1st, 
That  th(!  systt^ni  disguises  its  tenilencies  and  deceives 
by  assiiniiug  i^  name  that  does  not  detine  il  proper- 
ly ;  2nd,  That  it  is  impossible  with  ns  ;  3rd,  That 
were  it  possible,  it  is  not  desii'abie  ;  4th,  Tliat  the 
system  is  not  desired, 

1st,  The  name  given  to  the  "non-Sectarian  system" 
is  inaccurate  and  does  not  convey  an  exact  idea  of 
what  the  systeni  really  is  ;  a  name  that  discloseg 
neither  the  origin,  the  princii)les,  the  tendencies  nor 
the  result  of  tiie  system,  ' 

The  abuse  made  of  words  is  astonishing.  They 
as  well  as  language  were  intended  for  man  to  ex- 
press their  ideas,  but  how  often  does  it  not  occui 
that  the  use  of  a  word — entirely  void  of  the  sense 
given  it  and  having  in  reality  quite  a  different 
meaning — deeeives  the  unguarded  and  leads  them 
in  a  direction  they  would  otherwise  carefully  avoid. 
Thus  in  the  name  of  religion  men  have  often  been 
spurred  on  to  the  gi'eatest  crim'^s  ;  in  the  name  of 
liberty,  the  utmost  subjection  has  been  imposed  ;  in 
the  name  oi  protection  slavery  has  been  proclaimed  ; 
in  the  name  ot  justice  acts  of  the  most  crying  injus- 
tice have  ceen  perpetrated  ;  in  the  name  of  equal 
rights,  the  most  rediculous  and  the  most  contmdic- 
tory  distinctions  have  been  established.  In  like 
manner,  under  the  protection  of  the  word  "  nunsec- 
taiian "  sectaries  arises,  sectarian  in  the  widest 
sense  of  the  word,  sectui'ian  not  only  in  their  en- 
deavorb  to  maintain  their  own  principles,  but  ex- 
tending their  sectarianism  to  the  degree  of  forcing 
others  to  submit  to  their  plan,  and  even  of  making 
them  pay  for  its  diftusion.  Thus  in  fact  sectarian- 
ism is  the  consequence  of  a  system  of  education  pre- 
tended to  have  been  established  purjjosely  to  do 
away  with  sectaiianism.        »    .     • 
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It  ifl  unfair  and  injudioiouH  to  play  with  words, 
Miwoially  when  the  same  wordi  t«nd  to  mislead  thf» 
public  mind,  to  deceive  a  great  uumber  of  those  act- 
ing in  ^ooil  faith  and  with  the  most  sincere  inten 
tioHH,  and  to  serve  the  designs  of  others  not  equally 
upright. 

ThtA  mere  mention  of  Sectarianism,  Sectarian  In 
ntitiitions  or  Schools  often  suffices  to  excite  mistrust 
and  <(iKturd  even  honest  .minds,  it  even  dictates  the 
muHi.  unjust  and  arbitrary  measures  that  in  suob 
oii'cuii  I  stances,  easily  obtain  SHsent.  While,  on  the 
otht  r  hand,  for  many,  it  is  enough  to  hear  the  word 
"  non-Sectarian  System,"  to  relieve  and  convince 
them  that  there  is  perfection,  and  that  every  one 
should  be  taken  with  enthusiasm  for  a  system  inju- 
rious to  no  one.  Amidst  such  a  confusion  of  ideas 
provoked  by  misrepresentation  and  abuse  of  words, 
it  is  easy  to  overlook  what  should  be  done  and  what 
should  be  avoided. 

I  say  that  the  word  *'  uon-8ec^arian  "  applied  to 
the  system  in  question  is  necessarily  dikceptive  and 
the  gi'ound  of  my  assertion  is  quite  simple  :  The 
system  is  the  doctrine,  or,  if  you  like  the  word  bet- 
ter, the  opinion  of  persons  united  in  the  same  con- 
viction and  consequently  opposed  to  the  opinioi) 
or  doctrine  of  other  persons  differing  with  them. 

The  system  is  therefore  sectarian,  for  it  is  the 
teaching  of  a  class  and  opposed  to  the  system  advo- 
cated by  othe.'  classes  of  individuals.  It  is  well 
known, that  tht.  .  ord  sect  comes  from  the  latin  aecta 
and  the  latter  derives  from  the  verb  $eco  to  cut  off, 
separate.  Well,  now,  I  ask,  if,  perchance,  those 
who  speak  of  establishing  their  socalled  "  non-sec- 
tanan  "  system,  do  not  separate  from  those  that  re- 
ject it.  Is  it  not  theit*  aim  to  have  opinions  pre- 
vail, opposed  to  their  adversaries  1  Do  they  not 
assume  that  they  are  in  the  right,  and  that  their 
views  ought  to  be  endorsed  1  Im  not  all  this  Secta- 
rian 1  '■       ■       ^ 

A  system,  to  be  non-sectarian,  would  have  to  be 
neither  in  conformity  with  nor  opposed  to  any  sect 
whatsoever.  Every  one,  it  is  true,  discovers  secta- 
rianism in  a  teaching  in  conforma^ice  with  the  doc- 
trin  of  a  teaching  body  ;  it  should   be  equally    evi- 
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dent  to  all  that  SectarinDiam  prvvniiH  in  the  hwh 
that  oppoHoa  the  teachings  of  another.  If  I  am 
looked  upon  by  my  nei^h^wr  aa  Sectaritn  becnune  I 
oiaintain  ray  own  convictions,  my  neighbor  Ijeooineti 
equally  sectarian  in  my  eyes,  the  moment  he  oppo- 
M8  them.  If  I  am  Sectarian,  ItecauHe  I  Hay  a  child 
should  be  taught  "  there  is  a  God,"  you  are  equally 
Sectarian  if  you  deny  that  a  child  should  >>€  taught 
"  there  is  a  God."  If  I  am  Sectarian  while  affirm- 
ing that  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ  should  loe  con, 
fessed  in  schools,  you  are  at  least  equally  Sectarian- 
tf  you  maintain  that  such  teaching  should  be  avoid 
ed. 

A  number  of  individuals  unite<l  in  the  stime  be- 
lief form  a  sect  and  while  one  disowns  the  convic- 
tions of  others  it  aims  solely  at  the  establishment  of 
its  ovm.  Others  diifer  with  us  only  because  we 
wish  to  differ  from  them. 

The  exclusion  of  ail  religious  teaching  does  not 
prevent  a  school  system  from  ))eing  sectarian. 
Every  one  knows  of  the  sxistence  of  a  sect  whose 
fundamental  principle  is  to  abolish  and  abstain  trom 
all  religious  teaching.  The  same  sect  has  its  teach- 
ers, its  tribunes,  its  journals,  its  adepts,  and,  in  fact 
its  entire  organization.  If  you  do  away  with  relig- 
ious instruction  in  schools,  you  may  indeed  make 
them  neither  Catholic  nor  Protestant  but  for  all  that 
you  would  not  make  thera  *'  non-eectwrlan  "  because, 
while  rejecting  every  other  doctrine,  you  would 
adopt  that  of  the  sect  that  rejects  the  teachings  of 
any  religion.  While  there  is  divergency  of  opinion 
a  '*  non-sectarian  "  system  cannot  exist,  Vjecause  the 
training  of  children  according  to  the  views  of  some 
would  be  disapproved  of  by  others.  One  sect  is  put 
aside  merely  to  adopt  another. 

John  C.  Spencer,  Secretary  of  State  and  Su,>^r- 
intendent  of  Schools  in  the  United  States,  made  a 
report  to  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  in  which 
I  read  the  following  paragraph  which  comes  per- 
fectly to  my  subject: — "  To  the  plan  (Deiiomina- 
tional  Schools")  objections  have  been  made  "  that 
"  it  would  enable  different  religious  denominations 
"  to  establish  schools  of  a  iSectaria/n  character,  and 
"  that  thereby  religious  dissensions  would  be  aggi'a- 
"  vated,  if  not  generated.     The  objetUon  itself  pfo- 
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''  ceetfs  on  a  gecUiriom  fm/iciple  ami  asauines  tho 
"  power  to  control  that  which  i»  neither  rij^ht  nor 
"  practicable  to  Hubject  to  any  denomination." 

"  It  ih  believed  to  be  an.error  ta  suppose  that  the 
"  absence  of  all  religious  instruction,  if  it  wei'o  prac- 
*'  ticable,  is  a  mode  of  avoiding  sectarianism,  (fn 
•'  the  contrary  it  would  be  in  itnelf  sectarian,  because, 
•'  %t  would  be  consonant  to  the  views  of  a  particular 
•'  clas9  and  opj)Osed  to  the  ojnnions  of  other  classeu. 
*'  Those  who  reject  creeds  and  resist  all  efforts  to 
"  infuse  them  into  the  minds  of  the  young  before 
"  thev  have  arrived  at  the  maturity  ot  judgment 
"  which  umy  enable  them  to  form  their  own  opin- 
"  ions  would  be  gratified  by  a  system  which  so  fully 
*'  accomplishee  their  purposes.  But  there  are  those 
"  who  hold  contrary  opinions,  and  who  insist  on 
"  guarding  the  young  against  the  influence  of  their 
"  own  passions,  and  the  contagion  of  vice  by  im- 
*'  planting  in  their  minds  and  hearts  those  elements 
"  of  faith  which  are  held  by  this  class  to  be  the  in- 
"  dispensable  foundation  of  moral  princij)les.  This 
"  description  of  persons  regard  neutrality  and  in- 
"  difference  as  the  most  insidious  fornj  of  hostility. 
"  It  is  not  the  business  of  the  undersigned  to  ex- 
"  press  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  those  views.  His 
"  only  purpose  is  to  show  the  mistake  of  those  who 
"  suppose  they  may  avoid  sectarianism  by  avoiding 
"  all  religious  instmction." 

Even  the  non-Sectarian  system  had  no  other 
affinity  save  that  which  every  one  can  discover  with 
the  sectarianism  of  no  religion ,  it  would  be  sufficient 
to  show  how  inconsistent  it  is  with  the  appellation 
given  it. 

Of  all  the  aberrations  ol  the  humam  mind,  the 
most  deplorable  and  the  most  degrading  is  ^hat  of 
the  foolish  sect  which  hath  said  in  its  heart,  "  There 
is  no  God,"  and  it  is  to  the  schools  of  such  a  sect 
that  we  would  be  compelled  to  send  our  children  ! 
and  to  settle  pai'ent's  minds,  they  are  told,  "  Our 
Schools  are  non-Sectarian."  ■ 

Truly  if  such  sectarianism  were  the  only  reason 
that  renders  the  system  inconsistent  with  its  name, 
it  is  obvious  that  it  would  not  have  so  many  adepts, 
because  any  man  calling  himself  a  christian,  would 
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8}mrn  at  a  plan  of  education  that  is  a  conHtant  ue- 
l^ation  of  God  and  of  His  Christ,  a  wystem  bo  per- 
nicious to  the  little  ones  so  dear  to  tho  Divine 
Saviour,  and  of  whom  he  said,  "  Suffer  the  little 
children,  and  forbid  them  not  to  come  to  me,"  and 
<^x[)08ing  the  same  children  to  iijcur  the  very  sug* 
gestive  sentence  of  the  Son  of  God,  "  He  tiiat  is  not 
with  me  is  against  me ;  and  he  that  gathereth  not 
with  mescattereth." 

It  is  evident  that  the  sectarianism  of  no  reliyion 
is  not  the  only  one  concealed  under  the  qualitica- 
tion  of  "  non-sectarian"  given  to  schools  that  would 
\)%  forced  upon  us.  No,  they  who  advocate  the 
system  have  other  views,  they  are,  I  hope,  too  mucii 
of  fathers  to  wish  their  children  to  be  brought  up  as 
infidels,  without  God,  without  laith,  without  re- 
ligion. It  needs  very  little  perspicacity  to  detect 
the  aim  of  certain  upholders  of  the  scheme,  and  to 
become  convinced  of  their  inmost  thoughts.  Some 
of  them  have  had  the  courage  to  openly  make 
known  their  aspirations, 

A  Reverend  Doctor  Clark  of  Albany,  in  a  pam- 
phlet that  received  the  endorsement  and  approval 
of  a  great  number  of  distinguished  membfa-s  of 
different  Evangelical  Denominations,  who  take  an 
active  part  in  the  direction  of  the  non-sectarian  or 
connnon  schools  of  th«  United  States,  tlje  Rev.  Dr. 
Clark  says  :  "It  has  been  a  matter  of  oongratula- 
*'  tion  in  years  past  on  the  pai-t  of  many  Protestants 
**  that  so  many  Roman  Catholics  are  coming  to  this 
*' country,  that  they  might  be  brought  thereby  un- 
**der  evangelical  influence,  and  the  most  efiectual 
*'  agency  in  this  work  is  our  admirable  Public  School 
System." 

Here  lies  the  secret  of  the  zeal  displayed  for  the 
establithment  of  "non-sectarian  schools"  and  the 
proof  of  the  inaccuracy  of  the  qualification  given 
to  the  system,  if  instead  of  "  non-Sectarian"  peo- 
ple said  "  non-Catholic"  it  would  be  truer  and  call- 
ing things  by  the  right  name. 

Persons  versed  in  this  matter  know  the  words  of 
the  Rev.  Nicholas  Murray,  a  Presbyterian  clergy- 
man, spoken  at  a  meeting  in  New  York,  to  the 
effect  that  "  while  it  was  useless  for  the  Protestants- 
"  to  trouble  themselves  about  the  conversion  of  the 
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"  adult  emigrant  Catholics,  betwean  the  two  atones  qf 
"the  mill  the  Bible  and  the  Common  iiChooU,  they 
'^uKAiki  grind  Catholicity  out  of  their  children." 

Ab  f6r  one  of  "  the  two  stonM  of  the  mill"  the 
Holy  Bible,  GathoiicH  do  not  fear  it ;  on  the  con 
trary,  they  revere  and  love  it  btnyiuse  it  is  true  in 
fact  and  in  name.  It  is  the  Biblion,  the  Book 
par  exceUenee  :  it  is  the  stone  of  the  first  water,  the 
water  that  flows  from  the  fountjiin  of  Eternal  Truth. 
It  is  the  Word  of  God  in  whose  love  Catholics  vfish 
tJieir  children  to  be  taught  in  school.  No,  the  ines- 
timable gem  .of  the  Bible  will  never  "grind  Catholi- 
city out  of  the  hearts  of  children."  The  stone  is  as 
smooth  as  it  is  true. 

Such  is  not  the  case  with  the  other  "  stone  of  the 
mill,"  non-seotarian  schools,  they  are  the  grinding 
agency,  because  they  are  <m  rough  as  their  name  is 
JafM,  and  the  system  hurtful  throughout.  Such 
agency  will  necessarily  shake  the  convictions  of  the 
children,  because  the  whole  plan  under  the  cover  of 
"  non-sectai^anism"  is  "  the  most  insiduous  form  of 
hostility." 

The  falsity  of  the  qualification  given  to  the  sys- 
tem becomes  still  clearer  when  we  come  to  consider 
that  its  supporters  not  only  select  it  for  themselves 
but  would  foixse  it  upon  others  whether  they  chuose 
it  or  not.  Hundreds,  thousands,  millions  of  men 
unite  in  an  opinion  with  regard  to  the  education  of 
their  children.  They  say  to  the  partisans  of  "  non- 
sectarian  schools  :"  We  cannot  approve  your  sys- 
tem, keep  it  for  yourselves  and  for  those  under 
your  control,  we  want  liberty  to  educate  our  dear 
littlie  ones.  Since  you  boast  of  b«^ing  "non-sectar- 
ian" be  consistent  with  yourself  and  allow  others 
to  choose  what  they  like  better. 

No,  reply  the  upholders  of  the  proposed  plan, 
we  call  our  schools  "  non-sectarian"  that  suffices, 
and  "  the  plea  of  conscience  uri^ed  against  non-sect- 
arian Khools  is  fallacious."  We  are  determined  to 
have  9WC  own  way.  If  you  do  accept  it  we  shall 
create  agitation  ;  we  shall  arouse  fanaticism  ;  we 
shall  raise  a  cry  against  sectarianism ;  then  we  shall , 
come  to  the  polls,  and  if  a  majority  even  of  one  side 
with  us  y^u  shall  abide  by  the  law  that  annoys  you. 
We  shall  be  your  maatera,  and  we  shall  teaoh  what- 
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ever  we  think  projier.  We  Hhall  force  vou  to  give 
UB  your  children  to  \te  taught — not  ^ according  to 
your  views — but  according  to  ^hv  programme  de 
terrained  by  our  sect.  One  vote  in  our  favor,  and 
your  children  no  longer  belong  to  vou,  but  they  be- 
long to  .us  for  wo  are  the  Htate.  So  lauch  the  bet- 
ter for  UH  if  you  are  pot  pleaHed,  we  will  have  all 
the  Government  Gr(jmt  for  oui*Helve8,  we  will  have 
for  the  benefit  of  our  own  children,  all  the  acftool 
(isaesments  on  your  real  and  personal  jyroperty.  If 
;«.ll  this  does  not  ease  your  conscientious  scruples, 
build  school  houses  of  your  own.  But  mind,  we 
w'U  assess  them,  it  will  l)e  so  much  added  to  your 
tichool  taxation,  in  favor  of  our  children,  because  our 
schools  are  •*mon-8FX'Tarian." 

Such  language  Bounds  more  like  a  dream  than  a 
reality,  «^nd  seems  iuapoH8iV)le  in  a  country  where 
religious  liberty  is  proclaimed  for  all ;  nevertheless, 
it  is  the  sad  story  of  the  countries  in  which  prevails 
the  system  so  disingeniously  called  "  non-sectarian." 
Svich  is  the  lot  reserved  by  that  a^ch-sectarianism, 
for  those  who  rely  on  the  right  of  thinking  other- 
wise, and  comply  with  tho  (Obligation  to  follow  the 
dictates  of  a  conscience  which  does  not  agree  with 
the  views  of  the  non-sectarian  "  scHooLfSM"  sect. 

In  order  not  to  a[)pear  a  prey  to  a  delusion  I 
will  cite  proofs  in  figures  : 

It  is  in  the  United  States  that' the  so-called 
**  non-sectarian"  system  spread  the  most  widely. 
So  it  is  there  that  it  is  easier  to  judge  how  far  it 
stands  to  its  name,  and  if,  j.n  reality,  the  system  ia 
such  as  to  inspire  confidence  in  all. 

There  are  in  the  United  States  about  6,200,000 
Catholics,  having  the  same  claim  as  others  to  citi- 
zenship ;  who  pay  their  taxes,  and  moreover  the 
school  assessments ;  who,  consequently,  l)ear  all  the 
charge  imposed  on  their  fellow-citizens.  Well, 
strange  to  say,  the  system  is  so  sectarian  that 
Catholics  cannot  be  benefitted  by  it.  While  conr 
tributing  largely  for  the  erection  of  magrificent. 
public  schools ;  for  providing  the  most  complete 
apparatus  and  largely  paid  teachers,  the  same  Ca-; 
tholics  cannot  help  thinking  and  saying  :  That's  ^ 
the  Institution  where  they  wish  '*  to  grind  Cato- 
licity"  from  the  hearts  of  our  "  children."     We  are 
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forced  to  give  them  our  money  and  we  have  done 
80,  but  we  cannot  give  away  the  faith  of  our  fathers 
anil  the  soulii  of  our  children,  and  we  will  not  give 
them.  Notwithstanding  the  injustice  and  the  hard- 
ship we  will  build  another  school.  And,  side  by 
side  with  tlu:gtand  public  school — partly  supported 
by  thoni — toe  Catholics  have  gone  to  work  and 
built  other  schools,  where  their  children  receive 
sectarian  instruction  if  you  like,  but,  at  all  events, 
sectarian  according  to  the  wish  and  the  choice  of 
parents  ;  and  that  to  avoid  the  sectarianism  oj  n» 
religion  and  the  other  forms  of  sectarianism  taught 
in  the  "  non-sectarian  schools.  There  are,  just 
now,  over  500,000  childi*en  in  the  Catholic  schools 
of  the  United  States,  whose  pai-ents  have  to  bear 
t*"  •  burden  of  doul)le  school  expense. 

I  beg  of  the  reader  to  consider  with  attention 
the  following  passages  taken  from  a  public  lecture 
delivered  on  the  8th  December,  1871,  by  the  Right 
Rev,  B.  J.  McQuaid,  D.D.,  in  his  episcopal  city  of 
Rochester : 

"  Catholics  have  put  forth  their  strength  in  be- 
"  half  of  their  poor  children.  These  need  religion 
**  and  all  its  helps  in  the  church  and  at  the  tire- 
"  side,  but  still  more  in  the  school  whicn  is  the  child's 
"  church. 

'*  There  are  at  the  present  time  not  far  from 
"  100,000  Catholic  children  in  the  Christian  Free 
"  schools  of  the  State  of  yew  York,  and  there  are 
"  over  4,000  children  in  the  Catholic  schools  of 
"  Rochester.  These  children  are  the  children  of  the 
"  people ;  among  them  are  children  whose  fathers' 
"  bones  lie  bleacking  on  the  battlefields  of  the  late 
"  war.  Among  them  are  many  whose  mothers* 
"  little  earnings  can  ill  be  spared  from  the  family's 
"  support. 

"  A  plan  or  system  of  schools  which  in  one  State 
"  alone  exdiides  one  hundred  thousand  children  of 
"  the  very  classes  in  whose  behalf  Free  schools  are 
"  supposed  to  be  maintained,  cannot  he  said  to  be  a, 
"  sriccess.  Schools  that  are  carried  on  upon  a  basis 
"  so  ttuly  defective  as  those  in  this  city  of  Roches- 
"  ter,  which  are  able  to  gather  within  their  walls 
"  no  more  than  fi  /e  thousand  five  hundrc^d  children 
"  in  daily  average  attendance,  whilst  a  porion  of  its 


41 

''  rithenx,  who  avv.  unwilling  to  w^panito  I'oligion 
"  from  education,  ciin  hIiow  an  aveni;^*!  daily  atton- 
"  dAnce  of  4,000  in  Hj)ecial  schools  of  their  own, 
"  can  scaicely  he  called  common  s(;»ool8  for  ali.. 

"  It  Ih,  we  k?iow  W(!ll,  t}i«!  system  which  the  mn- 
**  jority  of  our  fellow-citizens  have  adopted,  hut  we 
"  have  yet  to  learn  that  majorities,  evini  if  all- 
"  ]>owerful,  an^  iiifallihle,  or  that  minorities  have 
"  no  riiiflits,  or  that  a  system  that  falls  back  in  its 
"  iiltimate  defence,  when  logic,  sound  sense  and 
"  fair  [>lay  have  stormed  all  its  positions,  on  the 
"  mere  power  of  numUers,  is  a  system  that  can,  or 
"  that  deserves  to  be  permanent." 

Aftfr  dwelling  lengthily  on  the  subject,  the  elo- 
ijuent  Prelate  resumes  as  follows  : 

"  Aft(M'  what  you  have  heard  from  me  this  even- 
**  ing,  many  nv.w  be  anxious  to  know  what  dotliose 
"  Catholics  really  meati,  and  what  is  it  they  want. 
"  What  are  their  views  upoji  this  great  subject  of 
"education?  In  the  first  jilace,  WK  ahe  in  favor 
"  OF  edu(;ation  for  the  people.  We  are  in  favor 
"  of  the  niOHt  (jewnd  system  of  cjl nention  that  can 
"  be  devised.  We  favor  a  system  that  will  bring 
"  in  (ill  the  children  of  tlie  State.  But  we  do  not 
"  favor  a  system  that  gives  them  a  defective,  iu'pi- 
"  rioits,  poisonous  education.  Hence,  since  un«ler 
"  the  present  system  formed  by  th<!  State  we  can- 
"  not  take  our  stand  upon  the  [)latform  with  our 
"  fellow-citizens,  we  retire  to  one  of  our  own.  We 
"  build  school-houses  and  esta'flish  schools.  I  think 
"  that  here,  in  the  city  of  Rochester,  we  need  not 
*'fear  compurimn  with  the  public  school-hoiJUteH  of 
"^^  the  city.  Here  are  the  two  school-houses  of  St. 
"  Joseph's,  tlie  largest  school-honses  in  the  city  ; 
*'  the  school  hous"  of  the  cathedral  on  Frank  street; 
"  the  very  larg<'  and  beautiful  school-house  of  St. 
"  Peter's  congregaticm  ;  and  the  not  so  large  but 
"  more  beautiful  school -house  of  the  Immaculate 
*'  Conception.  We  Iniihl  .school-houses,  Inrqr,  spa- 
"  clous,  roomy,  tnd/  wnfi/nted.  well  provided  vnfh 
*'  all  the  ((pplianceA  for  impartirnj  i/iutrnction.  We 
"  supply  teachers  and  books.  And  I  would  not 
"  fear,  although  in  these  schools  religion  holds  the 
"  first  place,  like  a  beautifid  goddess  presiding  over 
"  all,  I  would  not  tear  to  bring  out  tlie  children  of 
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*'  all  theso  soIiooIh  and  place  them  side  by  side  vifft 
"  the  vhildi'i.ii  of  ani/  other  Kchooln  in  the  citi/  for 
"  e.rat)iiiiation  in  those  sertdar  hnnirhea  which  icn 
"  are  told  are.  so  cahialde.  Wo  know  t1n'ir  valuo. 
"  Ami  wliilo  tlu'sc!  l>iiii!ohcH  xi-e  Htiulicd  in  oiir 
"  Kchoola,  wo  wish  to  I)rin,ij[  in  tlio  bcan'it'ul  haiid- 
"  maid  of  r<'li>i;i()n  to  help  the  chihl  aiui  improve  itn 
"  mind,  to  mould  its  young  heart,  and  to  draw  tlio 
"  mind  and  heart  to  God.  Oar  cchools  fiirnixh  the 
"  children  all  the  other  achoola  do,  and  furnishing 
"  thin  education,  doing  the  very  thing  for  wliich  the 
"  State  colh'ct.s  taxes  anil  8Uj)i)orKs  schools,  we  asl,% 
"  and  rightly  ami  justly  we  ask,  why  is  it  that  the 
"  money  must  all  go  in  one  dii'cction  and  none  of 
"  it  come  where  so  many  of  the  chihh'en  ai-e  to  l)e 
"found  receiving  the  education  the  State  means 
•'  they  shall    have,   and   receiving  at  the  sauie  time 

"  THAT  INTKUDICTINIJ  THIN(J  ("ALLKD  HELIGION  / 

"But  while  we  claiii:  these  rights  for  ourselves 
"  we  are  ecjuallv  strong  in  our  convictions  that  the 
''  same  rights  belong  lo  others.  That  whilst  wo 
'■  bring  religion  into  our  schools  and  mean  always 
'  to  have  religion  there,  we  say  to  oiir  non-Catholic 
"  fellow-citizens,  bring  into  your  schools  whatevei- 
•'  of  religion  you  have,  bring  in  ])rayer  and  religi- 
"  ous  singing;  and  Bible  reading.  These  means  of 
"  good  you  hold  aa  sacred  and  precious;  we  woidd 
"much  prefer  good  Protestants  of  any  kind  to  in- 
*'  tiiiel.s  and  deniers  of  all  revelation.  We  thank 
"  God  for  any  and  all  truth  wherever  we  find  it, 
"  Jf  but  the  beginning  of  truth  to-day,  we  pray  God 
"  that  this  small  beginning  of  truth  may  grow  into 
"  the  fullness  of  all  truth." 

It  is  a  fact  somewhat  worthy  of  attention  that  in 
the  city  of  Rochester,  State  of  New  York,  there 
were  iu  1871  over  4,000  children  in  the  Catholic 
schools,  and  that  the  parents  of  ihese  children  be- 
sides  buildnig  and  supporting  the  oidy  schools  to 
which  they  could  send  their  children,  had  to  furnish 
their  full  share  for  the  erection  and  support  of  the 
80  called  "non-sectarian"  schools  for  the  instruction 
of  5,500  children  of  non-Catholic  parents.  No  w^on- 
der  that,  under  such  circumstances,  Catholics  are 
"  touchy"  on  the  "  non-sectarian  school  system." 

Leaving   the  neighborina:  Republic,  and    coming 
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lionie  to  our  dear  Doiniiiioii,  we  find  proofs  oi  the, 
falsity  of  tins  namn  given  to  tin?  aanie  mode  of  edu- 
cating. 

According  to  tlic  census  of  1871,  New  Hi-nns- 
wick  had  a  popuhition  of  285,504,  of  wliicli  IX), 01(5 
were  Oatholics,  that  is  to  say  tlujy  formed  u  little 
more  tlian  one  thii'd  of  the  whole  poj)ulation  ;  and 
tliat  third  was  deprived  of  all  lu^ld  siioi'<m1  and  dear 
in  their  rc'iooIs  and  compelled  to  l)ear  all  amount 
and  any  kind  of  aecttUianLsm  it  might  please  the 
other  two  thirds  to  impose  upon  them.  The  Ca- 
nadian Parliament  felt  the  injuctice  and— netwith- 
«tanding  its  large  Protestan*  lajority — remonstra- 
ted with  the  Executive  of  Mew  Brunswick,  but  to 
no  avail.  Sectarianism  is  in  the  hearts,  the  law 
*nd  the  seiioola  of  the  two  thirds  and  the  Catholics 
must  abide  by  the  consecpicnces.  In  a  locality  of 
the  same  Province  the  ('atholic  poi)ulation  was 
3,032  whilst  the  non-Catholic  numbtsred  only  79. 
Well,  the  "  nun- sectarian"  law  passed  by  the  two 
thirds  against  the  one  third,  is  such  that  3,032 
Catholics  were  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  79  NON- 
Catiiolus. 

Is  all  this  "  non-sectarian  ?" 

In  the  town  of  Portland,  as  in  the  whole  of  the 
Province  of  New  Brunswick,  Catholics  form  the 
on6  third  of  the  entire  ])opulation.  They  pay  their 
share  of  taxation  for  tlio  support  of  the  schools  in 
which  the  children  of  the  other  two  thirds  are  in- 
structed, but  their  conscience  forbidding  them  to 
send  their  own  children  to  such  schools,  they  had 
to  erect  others,  and  these  were  assessed  to  the 
amount  of  three  hundred  dollars,  for  the  support 
of  "non-sectarian  schools,"  and  lately  good  Bishop 
Sweeny's  carriage  was  seized  to  pay  the  said  tax. 

All  these  hardships  imposed  upon  the  Catholics 
of  New  Brunswick  arc  said  by  some  t  be  nothing 
but  "  fair  play,"  "  equal  rights,"  etc.,  so  the  good 
people  of  Prince  Edward's  Island  thought  they 
could  do  no  better  than  follow  suoh  example.  Out 
of  a  population  of  91,021,  Catholics  number  40,- 
442.  The  non-(Jotholics  took  advantage  of  the 
small  difierence  in  numbers,  tlie  whole  Island  was 
agitated  on  the  school  question,  tamiticism  was 
aroused,  war  declared  against   Catholic  schools,  and 
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us  ONK  ami  ONK  tiiihu  air  mon'  (liaii  uni;  (lir  "noii 
S(vtinian  KVHtcm"  prevailed.  I?iit  to  show  how 
fills*;  in  its  nanu',  oiJy  a  tVw  wcrks  ago  tlu'  jmpils 
of  the  school  wvvv  AhjusJumI  with  a  trxt  l)o»»k  (hat 
a  (\it)\olie  jiarrnt  v.wx  not  liiul  in  tlic  haiitl  of  his 
chilli  without.  Ihmiiu;  jjiicvcd  and  vsvn  insultctl. 

l{t'si(h\s  the  toxt  hooks  then' arc  others  that  (jouw 
to  prove  the  deceitfuiness  of  the  naine  given  ♦<)  the 
])lan  of  education  I  oppose.  The  latt»'r  are  found 
in  puhlio  libraries  eonnectt>d  with  the  school  sys- 
ttMii  in  question.  Without  mentioning  tlieinipiouH, 
intidel  and  immoral  protluctions  which  have  been 
found  in  such  libraries,  tlu^  choice  of  other  books 
looke<l  upon  by  .some  pei"sons,  as  tniobjectionalde, 
indi«rates  the  njost  exclusivt^  spirit  and  the  ut- 
most "^ sirf(tnniii'<ni"  As  a  gen(>ral  rule,  not 
only  almost  all  the  books  are  Protestant,  l)i<t 
moreover,  a  great  number  are  written  by  the 
most  violent  and  hvjst  scrupulous  opponents  of  (Ca- 
tholicity. In  such  books  th(i  religion  of  nearly  ^500,- 
()00,()(H)chnstians  is  shamefully  revihsl,  itsteaehingH 
grossly  misrepresented  and  the  countiies  where  it 
is  practiced  set  forth  an  unenlightcued  and  iti/'crior 
in  every  way.  Infamous  cahunnies —  a  thou.sand 
times  i*efuted— are  repeated  over  and  ovtM"  again 
as  a  matter  of  coui'se.  Catholics  are  pointed 
out  as  worthless  citizeiitt.  their  pastors  as  arujri/ 
wolves,  the  Sovereign  Pontiff'es  (he  curne  of  the  earth 
and  Catholicism  as  the  enemy  of  liberty  and  learn- 
ing. The  immense  services  rendered  to  humanity, 
to  science,  to  arts  and  civilization,  are  ignored  by 
the  greater  number  of  the  readers  of  "non-sectarian" 
libraries.  They  are,  as  it  weie,  wrapj)ed  in  a  thick 
cloud  formed  by  the  ignorance  of  certain  modern- 
ists, who  get  rid  ot  the  trouble  of  searching  in  the 
past,  by  terming  "dai-k  ages"  a  period  during  which 
there  existed  a  host  of  eniinent  men  reaping  a  rich 
harvest  of  science  and  virtue.  A  peiiod  dining 
which  Europe  was  covered  with  monuments  of  such 
grandeur  and  perfection,  that  they  elicit  to  this 
very  day  the  admii'atioj'  of  the  most  distingiiished 
artists.  Monuments  «>  piety  and  also  of  genius, 
science  and  arts.  Monuments  impossible  had  the 
mediajval  epoch  been  one  of  ignorance  and  deserving 
the  appellation,  *'  dark  ages." 
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"  lion  KJ'ctHriHii"    lil)iuri«'H, 
KiV«!i'y  (lay  wo  am  uHtori- 


Tli(i    iiioHt    profound    iind    <lc|ilonil»lo    if^nfU'Hnct', 
with  i-(';4iii'(l  to  ( 'atliolicity,  Ih  rcrimikiiMn    in    blioHr 
who  Hvvk  int'orniiition  in 
nnd    lead    notliin^    cltHc. 

iH\u',(i  to  tind  int^ii  otht-rwiw^  woll  inforiiKid-  -Mi- 
♦  irely  i^'nonint  of  all  that  Im-Ujiij^h  to  tht-  r«'li^'ion  of 
thoir  fiillow  conntryinen.  ThiH  i^^noranco  iHHocom 
|)h't(?,  that  th«;i'«)  Ih  many  an  "  iHiJUjlit*;  indctsd"  wlio 
likH  Natliancal  of  old  Hay,  in  H|i(fakiii;;  of  ail  within 
tli()  j)ah^  of  tho  (-'atholic  (!hun:h  :  "  ( !an  anythinj^ 
of  good  com*'  fi'oiii"  that  (piarUT  /  'J'ho  hasust  as 
HHi'tioiiH  agaitiHt  what  Ih  pun-et  and  inoHt  Hacicd, 
aro  Ht(;i'ootyp(!d  in  hookH  found  in  Huch  lihraricK. 
**  Non-Wictaiian"  icnvAwsH  niConiiiHtnd  th«!ni  ;  non- 
Huctai'ian  pupils  read  tiKUii  ;  and  a  whoh^  generation 
iH  (.■nibitttnud  and  nouiishcH  foclingH  of  ontouipt 
on  the  nujro  Htijjngth  of  falsehood. 

Tlie  V(!ry  history  of  our  young  country  (!vinceH 
proof  of  what  I  a<lvance.  Anything  favorahle  to 
Catholicity  is  left  aside  or  carefully  lessened  ;  and 
many  (Canadian  [)UpilH  of  what  tliey  call  "non- 
sectarian  schools,"  and  readers  of  "  non-sectarian 
libraries,"  have  not  the  slightest  suspicion  of  what 
has  heen  done  and  <!ndured  by  the  French  colonists 
and  the  P'rench  ('anadians,  in  the  discovery  and 
settlement  cf  this  our  common  country  ;  in  defence 
of  the  British  flag,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  our 
constitutional  rights  and  libei-ties.  Somewhat  ac- 
customed to  the  injustice  of  many  of  our  fellow 
countrymen  on  the  suVyect,  truly  refreehing  were 
the  just  apj)reciation  and  noble  words  of  Lord 
Dnfferin  with  regard  to  the  fii-st  French  settlers 
and  French  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  in  Canada, 

Many  students  in  the  sacalled  "  non-sectarian 
schools"  have  never  pronounced  the  word  "Catholic" 
but  with  disregard,  and  the  word  "  French  "  but 
with  contempt,  and  the  word  "  Priest "  but  with 
horror. 

Such  is  the  result  of  the  system,  it  is  therefore 
evident  that  its  qualification  is  spurious  and  the 
plan  essentially  sectarian.  How  oft-en  the  ingenui- 
ty of  some  of  those  with  whom  we  were  brought  in 
contact,  has  led  us  to  discover  the  unpleasant  pictui  j 
drawn  of  ourselves,  and  the  astonishment  experienc- 
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f»\  oil  lii)tlit)i:  out  tlio  ditlrli'licr  Ix'twciii  the  jiiclilt'o 
Hiid  tlu'  iralKy. 

To  :\  mmiluT  of  |tn|iils,  Iciu'liris,  inHpcrtoiH  Am*  of 
"  tioii  sccliniiiii  "  scIiooIh  I  wtniM  siiy  :  lu't'ull,  niv 
^ood  tVi«'iHls.  \\  hat  vou  liiivc  lirard.  said,  ami 
(houi;lit.  yotiisrlvrs  alioid  Calliolirs:  ^\liat.  vou 
read  ill  your  sclioids  aixl  lil)i'aii<<H  and  at'tiT  u  |iaiiNo 
t)t' :  mouioiit.  I  l('a\(>  to  youisrivi's  lo  judj;!'  it  tla> 
HVNttMu  piiu'tici'd  ill  snrli  si'liools  is  in  iralily  "  in>n- 
mvtnrian." 

I  do  not  Wonder  at  llu'  ctronj'oiiH  iinprosHion 
ina»U>  by  tin*  tcnn  "  Non  Sectarian,"  many  jM'opIo 
have  lu«rn  i-anylit  in  tlio  ^naro  hcrort*  llio  system 
was  unmasked  hy  e\|»erienee,  it  «leeeived  a certaiii 
numlter  who,  hiter,  have  haii  reas«»n  to  deeply  re- 
gret the  harm  it  had  (h)ne  to  their  ehihhen.  The 
tree  is  known  hy  its  fruit,  and  the  fruit  piodiu'ed  hy 
what  many  eall  "  our  admirahh;  Tyst»'m  of  l*uliiio 
Schools  "  has  heeii,  in  eases  to»)  IViMpU'ut  alas,  for- 
getfulm^ss  of  (Jod  and  o\'  Ixevelat  ieii,  or  t/ir  K^citari- 
o/ilsiit  of'  »()  h'('/i(fi<ui.  in  otiiei'  eases,  wlu're  tho 
l<\ijioal  and  ulti'rior  const  tpienees  \ven>  im>L  drawn, 
the  t>ml  aimed  at  was  ohtaiued  and  resulted  in  the 
Sfc^ina»*V»<  (»/'  <i  part'n'nlnr  Dviioviiimtioii  (tm(  in 
both  ('(tars  the  institution  has  iiu-ited  hatred  or  iit 
least  itu  !irerenoo  for  (.'atholicism.  Tlu'refoii^  tho 
reader  should  not  wonder  that  CatholicvS  who  prize 
their  faith  above  every  earthly  consideration,  oj)- 
pose  the  estaMislimeut  of  a  sy«j;tem  manifeslly  inju- 
rious to  their  clearest  inti'rescs.  It  is  nothing  sur- 
prisini;  that  the  love  of  such  parents  for  thi^ir  child- 
n»n  prompts  them  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  see 
that  their  faith  shall  be  in  safety  against  tendencies 
of   a  systen  the  very  name  of   which  is    kviokntly 

FALLACIOrS. 

2.  A  system  of  scl'.ools,  if  really  "  non-aectarian," 
would  be  impovssible  in  our  midst  and  such  impos- 
sibility would  be  owing  to  the  character  of  our  })eo- 
plo,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  system  in  itself. 

Tlie  vei-v  fact  of  our  being  a  christian  and  free 
people  elucidates  the  }>roofs  of  tne  relative  impos- 
sibility of  the  system,  for  a  christian  i)eople  can 
neither  desire  nor  maintain  a  i)lan  of  which  the 
ulterior  and  unavoidable   result  would  be  forgetful- 


47 


IM'HH  or  i;;iiiMi>iir(«  uf  (iol  tin  nioif  Hum  n  li<'f  |iii» 
|tl"  fiiii  J»i'(!(»nit'  til"'  Mii|»|ti(»t<'rs  <(!'  II  Hi'lu'iiif,  liy  itH 
nnl.itir,  oili'xiH  nri'l  t yiMiiniciil 

To  dihciM  •'!•  ilif  jiui'ljiiii'-iil.iil  iilfd  mI'  iIii-  Hynt'iii 
in  ()iii'Hl,ioii,  wi'  iiiiiMt,  ;.Mi  Idick  tu  ill"  o|il  liiMV'diiiiif) 
iiiuii  |iImii  wliicli  MiiltHiitiitfil  tin*  Sl,ai<*  for  iId*  Ti 
iiiily  wliiili  it,  (Icsl.i'iv'l,  Htiiilcliid;^  tlif  rliilil  In 
♦  lirjiriMM  o|  its  iiioI.Ihm'  to  Irniii  it  IVoui  iiH  luiiMiry 
/'or  a  Molilif-r  or  n  hIuvh  of  fjin  Kcpiihlifr.  <!iin'|t,y 
<»n  I.Ih'  oiir  Ii;iimI,  i;^ii'»i»iin;f'  on  tin*  oflmr  wurc  tlm 
naliMiil  rniits  ul' flic  I.iwh  I'sfjltlislwl  liy  \A<'Uij\tH. 
I»ill.  if  (lie  <loiiiiiiiciili'4  |i|iui  of  li  ic»'i|;iMiion  f||<; 
Hiiiiic  fJijil,  Itroiii^'lil,  iilxiiit  il,s  riiiir  hc«!Iiis  a  Noiir(;«i 
<.f)o  tliHiaiil,  nil  I  iii(lir<'*;t  of  f,lni  HyHt«'iii  of  I'liMir 
Si;IiooIh,  no  onti  ciUi  flnnv  i'h  aflinif.v  witli  wlmt,  lun 
<•!)  III!  tf»  |»;isH  ill  <'ivi|j/,c(|  (loniitrii'H  for  a  rciM'iiy, 
Voiliiiir,  IJic  riiciiiy  of  (Jod,  >iiiil  of  Ills  f(  Jlow-lw-lnKH 
Uliilrilook  to  w,i;;i'  war  ii^ainHl  llic  <;liriht,iiif;  re 
li;(ioii  wliidi  111!  ciilcil  "/'////J////''.'  I'lii-  nioriHtcr 
found  niiuiy  adiuin'iH  in  Fiiiiifc,  in  I'lii^^'laml,  in 
(icrniany  mid  flsuwlM-n!.  Alliiicd  \,y  flic  no' «d»y 
and  H)  ill  inore  liy  tlic  ))aKHioiis  i I,  favored,  (Jw;  norUi 
wi'Ht  o,  Kiiro)i<'  afirlaiiiif^J  Voltaire,  and  l.lie  ini|ji 
oiiH  K(!(;(,  of  wliieli  Me  was  t,lie  (;oi  yplieiiH,  at,  one  tji/ie 
t.lioii;^lit,  tlie.y  liad  ilie  mastery  of  )<iin<lH  und  JieartH. 
Hoverei;^iis  readily  Hf:fjnieKf;ed  to  a  syHtem  tlmt,  fa- 
vored, at  tlie  while  Itixiiry  and  o|)jMe.ssioii,  and  t|if 
j>eoj)l(f  eiisily  "oiiiid  tJieiein  an  ineit'-inent  to  revolt 
and  |(lniid(rr.  "  Jia  In  lie  Fratii;e"  whose  misfortune 
it  was  to  have  lo,-,! ered  t,|ie  ni(<nrtt(fr  Hiiflered  more 
than  any  eounti-y  f'l  om  the  jiestiferoiiH  ntf,er.inees 
fallinj^'  fro'ii  the  (11:1, v  lijis  <.\  the  loul  heud.  The 
French  followerw  of  Voltaire,  with  thf-ir  impetnous 
nature,  lo^^ical  minds  and  facility  to  di'aw  tli«  )ia- 
tiiral  remilts  of  a  doetritu;  for  which  they  liafl  he- 
Cf)nie  inipashioned,  iiislied  into  the,  area  of  dftHtrne- 
of  des.trmjlioii,  inHpired  l»y  their  lead<?r,  with  a  ftiry 
that  Wfia  not  to  lie  arrested.  Voltaire  waH  tlio  Hon  I 
of  1)3.  A  saintly  K'inj;  wan  beheaded.  The  mar- 
tyr-doin  of  tlie  rich,  tin;  Mobility  and  the  clergy  re- 
newed the  H(;en<'S  of  pagan  am|iith(ratre8  where  the 
blood  of  Chn-stians  freely  flow<!d.  The  altar.s  of  the 
true  Gud  were  traniph-d  upon  and  an  infatuated  ai;d 
.senseles.s  people  kncdt  lad'ore  a  jnostitute  they  htyl 
cd  "  la  Dee.Hse  Eai.sori,"  (GoddeHs  Kca&oii). 
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Wt'Mi'v  with  tlt'Htroyiti^,  j^liitt^'il  with  lilood  uihI 
|iliiiiil<*i-,  it  is  IK)  woiitlci'  t.hiit,  lUi'  iliNci|ih'H  ot'  V^>l 
Ijiirc  Ih'ciiiiic  the  toll(»w(>rs  of  liytMir^uH,  and  hn  Huch 
viohitcd  tito  HiuM't'd  |>rcciii('t  of  t'liinily,  and  with  h 
•  liHphiy  «»t'  hnitc  fo'-cc,  pruchiiincd  tlicnisclvtts  the 
State  ( )iiini|>()t('nt.,  wit,h  ahsoUite  power  to  lay  hold 
on  youth  and  divert  it  tVoni  all  i'eli<{ious  instruction 
in  ordtM- to  mould  it  ueconiinu;  to  the  lioi-rid  nioraln 
tlmy  IiikI  just  proelaimed,  and  whieh  wjis  sul>se<|u- 
ently  known  as  Soeialisni  and  (<oiuniunisni.  They 
awoki^  thu  notion  that  th«!  State  can  Im;  the  solo 
Jud^e  ot'  tho  instniction  to  Ihj  ^iven  to  children. 
MasHCH  l>ecoin(Mis  tyninitical  as  individuals  ;  in  that 
res|K!ct  ituuiher  sinnifieH  nothing,  except  it  uuiy  he 
said  that  tlus  tyranny  of  the  multitude  is  often 
Itlinder  and  mort<  cruel  than  that  »>f  the  indivi- 
dual 

Napoleon  the  iirst  apjK'ared  ainon<{  the  ruins 
heaped  up  l>y  tho  tyranny  of  the  multitude.  A 
despot  himself,  h(f  thou{.'ht  that  ho  could  rule  moi'e 
freely  keepini(  a  fa^t  hold  on  youth,  hence  his  syH- 
tem  of  "  univtu'sitjiire"  education  without  relii^ion 
or  "  mm-nec.tariany  The  j^enius  of  NajM)leon  1. 
restored  many  ruins  and  shined  l)ri;,'htly  as  a  sol- 
dier ;  unfortunately,  he  nourished  th<i  poisonou.s 
seed  |)lanted  by  Voltaire.  This  fault  hurried  his 
downfall  as  well  as  that  of  the  two  dynasties  which, 
alter  hin>  and  lik(?  him,  were  not  wise  enough  to 
smother  the  modern  hydra  of  instruction  without 
reli<i;ion. 

Napoleon  III.  a^  a  later  period,  found  at  Sedan 
the  proof  of  the  folly  of  a  Soverei<(n  who  believes 
that  a  rising  generation  can  bo  educated  without 
(jrod.  Soon  after,  the  "  Communards''  educated 
by  the  International  in  schools  without  religious 
instruction,  the  '•Communards,"  readers  of  intidel 
newspajM;rs,  partizuns  of  the  "  Edm  national  League" 
whose  motto  is,  •'  spread  of  education  without  re- 
ligion," the  ]iideous  Communards  of  Paris  came  by 
the  blazing  light  of  the  tinest  capital  of  the  world 
in  flames,  to  prove  the  real  value  of  the  system  of 
enlightenment  of  the  age  and  the  influence  of  mo- 
dern civilization  on  those  trained  in  "  noit-sectariun" 
schools.  For,  it  must  be  remembered,  they  did 
act  in  a  way  to  strike  the  universe  with  horror,  not 
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ttecauHfl  they  coiiM  not  ivud  hr  it  hxii  h«^n  Haul. 
No,  8U.;li  JH  not  tho  cMin  ;  they  bad,  on  the  con- 
trary, ae(;«i»Uul  thn  t^'aching  of  the  "  Fklucational 
«agii«"  whivh  Hays  throii){h  onn  of  itN  organM  :  "  Re- 
ligion Ih  uHeleflH  aa  an  inatrumnnt  for  forntiug  the 
niindH  of  the  young." 

A  few  noii-tuictarian  achoolH  having  caiiaed  Hiich 
tnififortunes  in  Francn,  it  ia  easy  to  furiiaee  that  the 
ruin  would  have  boon  complete  had  the  ayafem 
been  generalized.  What  saved  France  and  ptr 
mitted  re>toratioii8  atill  more  aHtoniahing  than  ita 
downfall,  ia  that  by  far  the  great<;r  nunitter  of  chil- 
dren ar<'  educattMi  in  <;hriHtian  Hchoolii.  Meanwhile 
the  niiHfortunea  of  that  givsat  nation  are  a  leaiiou 
for  itaelf  and  for  othera  of  the  awful  c  inae<|uem;e>i 
entaiU^l  by  the  |»«i'nioi[ou8  ayHteni,  which  tondn  to 
develop  the  intellect  without  strengthening  the 
heart  and  prepa 'ing  it  for  the  atru^gleH  awaiting 
it. 

The  Solidaires  of   Llelgiuin,   the  Caibonaries  o 
Italy   endeu'/or  to   drive  their    re8|)ective  countriftH 
towards  the  abyns  in  which  the    philoHf>pher8  havts 
Munk    in    France   and  of   which  the    luteruational 
threatens  Kurui>e  and  America. 

Such  is  the  origin  and  such  are  the  oousequencua 
of  the  famous  modern  system  of  schools  called 
"  Non-Sectarian." 

France  is  not  the  only  country  that  reaps  the 
disastrous  consequences  of  studying  in  a  false  dir- 
ection. The  fi-ieuds  of  Germaay  are  truly  afraid 
of  the  spread  of  Rationalism  and  it-religion  in  the 
father-land,  and  that  fvUion^  the  higher  classes,  who 
receive  their  education  in  schools  from  which  re 
ligious  teaching  is  biiniMhe<i.  £11  (lermany  tiie 
Common  and  EU>,nunf<iry  SchooU  art  (/enomimi- 
tiotial,  so  the  t^tody  of  thr^  nation  receive  religious 
instruction  and  are  not  oximjswI  to  the  miafortuufs 
of  the  upper  classeH. 

Modern  England  ha«  been  gtiarded  against  na- 
tional commotions,  because  its  people  are  not  so  vah 
ily  ikscinated  by  empty  theories  ;  and  kind  Provi- 
dence rewards  the  country,  becatise  they  who  gov- 
ern it,  willingly  and  publicly  affirm  thesr  religious 
eonvictions.      Nevertheless,    we   must  confess    that 
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aristocTiicv  of  leaniin;;  as  well  as  of  rank  and  for- 
tiinfi,  nrf.  also  stepping  fast  towards  infidelity. 

The  misfortunes  of  France  have  naturally  awa- 
kened a  feeling  of  alarm  among  its  noble  neighbors 
and  determined  an  enquiry  into  the  moc'  of  educa- 
tion given  to  the  sons' of  thi  -,e  who  now  direct  pub- 
lic affairs  and  public  minds.        " 

The  House  of  Jjords  ap[)ointed  a  Select  Committee 
"  to  enquire  into  the  condition  of  English  Univef- 
"  sities.  The  Mar-quis  of  Salisbury  was  the  chair- 
"  man.  The  evidence  t?\ken  before  that  committee 
"  reveals  the  ai)palling  fact  that  infidelity  or  doubt 
"  as  to  the  first  principles  of  religion,  nay,  of  belief 
J'  in  God,  is  widespread  in  the  universities  of  Eng- 
"  land,  and  especially  among  the  most  intejUcctual 
'•  of  the  students ;  and  that  this  sad  result  is  due 
"  in  a  great  measure  to  the  teaching  and  examina- 
"  tions.  In  the  first  j'eport  of  the  session  of  1871, 
"  in  the  evidence  of  the  Rev.  x'rofessor  Leddon, 
*'  D.D.,  Canon  of  St.  Paul's  and  Professor  ot  Exe- 
"  gesis  in  the  Univei-sity  of  Oxford,  we  find  the 
"following  passage,  in  answer  to  question  700: 
"  Cases  have  come  within  my  own  exj>erience  of 
"  men  who  have  come  uj)  from  school  as  Christians. 
"  and  have  been  earnest  Cliristians  up  to  the  time 
**  of  beginning  to  re-.id  philosophy  for  the  Final 
"  School,  but  who,  during  the  year  and  a-half  or  two 
"  years  employed  in  this  study,  have  surrendered 
"  first  their  Cristianity,  and  next  their  belief  in 
"  God,  and  have  left  the  university  not  believing  in 
**  a  Supreme  lieimj." 

Such  a  revelation  with  regard  to  the  high  edu- 
cation in  the  Mother  Country  naturally  recalls  the 
words  of  the  Royal  Prophet :  "  And  now,  O  y^ 
*'  kings,  \inderstand  :  receive  instruction  you  that 
"judge  the  earth." 

From  the  above  mantioned  facts  it  is  easy  to  ar- 
gue as  follows  :  If  such  are  the  results  of  a  partial 
education  among  certain  classes  of  European  society, 
what  can  be  exjH'eted  if  the  entirely  secular  system 
were  imposed  on  our  school  population '/  The  elit6 
of  Englitih  students,  after  all  the  instruction  given 
at  home,  at  school  and  at  church,  cannot  I'esist  the 
deleterious  influence  of  one  or  two  years  of  the 
study  of  philosophy  without  God,  in  the  university 
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of  Oxfoi'd  and  others,  and  become  infidel.  How 
can  it  be  expected  that  American  youth  will  rosist 
the  pernicious  tendencies  of  the  system,  if  its  wliole 
education  be  based  tliereon,  and  if  all  classes  of 
society  be  educated  iu  accordance  with  it  in  all  the 
branches  of  learning  ? 

True,  an  ocean  separates  America  froin  'Kurope  ; 
but  what  has  shaken  European  communities  on 
their  basis,  that  is  to  say,  education  without  reli- 
gion, cannot  help  being  felt  on  this  side  of  the  At- 
lantic. 

I  will  say  in  another  article  what  the  system  has 
already  produced  in  the  social  line  in  America. 
Suffice,  just  now  to  show  the  relation  of  the  general 
system  of  "  non-sectarian"  schools  in  the  United 
States  with  the  one  which  has  been  so  hurtful  to 
France — though  only  partially  applied — ari  which 
seems  to  gradually  prepare  the  ruin  of  other  coun- 
tries. 

It  is  an  error  to  believe  that  the  actual  school 
system  of  the  neighboring  republic  is  as  old  as  tlie 
Republic  itself,  the  cause  of  its  prosperity  and  the 
secret  of  the  prodigious  development  of  the  United 
States.  Such  is  not  the  case.  For  more  than  half 
a  century  the  "  Stripes  and  Stars"  protected  Deno- 
minational schoos.  *        /.'    .\-  .'  r 

The  strong-minded  men  who  gave  to  tie  United 
States  of  America  the  start  and  direction  that  have 
made  them  so  prosperous,  had  acquired  in  Denomi- 
national schools  the  knowledge  of  secular  branches 
of  education,  a  onq  with  that  reiyious  instruction 
which  is  indispensable  to  form  good  citizens  and 
true  patriots. 

".  Mr.  0.  A.  Brownson,  in  his  book  '*  The  Convert," 
gives  the  following  infoi-matiou  on  the  origin  of 
the  Public  Schools  in  the  United  States  : 

"  Fanny  Wright  was  born  in  Scotland  and  in- 
"  herited  considerable  property.  She  had  been 
"  highly  educated,  and  was  a  woman  of  original 
"  powers  and  extensive  and  varied  information. 
"  She  was  brought  up  in  the  Utilitarian  principles 
"  of  Jeremy  Bentham.  She  visited  the  United 
"  States  in  1824,  and  returned  to  England  in  1825. 
"  She  came  back  the  next  year  to  try  an  ex)>ori- 
"  ment  for  the  emancipation  of  the  negro  slave. 
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"  Fanny  Wright,  how«'v«'r,  failrtl  in  hrr  nrgvo 
"  «>x|iorin»ont.,  but  cU'ciihul  on  a  nidioal  i'«>f(tiinoftlio 
"  American  |»eoiilo  tlipninolvrB. 

"  Tho  6ni  Ri<^p  to  br  tnkon  for  thia  |)tir|)ON«<,  whr 
"  to  ix>uRo  tbp  American  mind  to  a  nenHo  of  ita 
"  rightH  ami  dignity,  to  emancipate  it  from  huihm- 
'*  Htition,  front  its  swbjwtion  to  tln»  clergy,  and  itti 
"/ear  of  untieen  jHiwern ;  to  withdraw  it  from  the 
"  contemplation  of  the  ntarn  or  imauinaky  keavrn 
"  a/ier  d^aih,  and  fix  it  on  the  givat  and  glorioua 
"  work  of  promoting  mavn  earthly  wfll  heimj. 

••  The  great  meaauro,  however,  on  which  Fanny 
"  and  her  friendn  relitnl  for  ultimate  Hucceiifl,  waa 
"  the  gystetn  nf  Pnbfic  JSchooh.  These  Hchoola  were 
"  intendeti  to  deprive,  as  well  an  to  i-elieve,  pin-enta 
"  ot  all  care  and  reRponsibility  of  their  children  af 
"  ter  a  year  or  two  years  of  age.  It  wac  aBSumed 
•*  that  parents  were,  in  general,  incompetent  to 
"  train  up  their  children,  provide  proper  establish- 
"  mcnts,  teachers  and  governors  for  them,  till  they 
"  should  reach  the  age  of  maturity. 

"  The  aim  was,  on  the  one  ha»d  to  relieve  mar- 
"  rivge  of  its  buixtens,  and  to  remove  tho  principal 
"  reasons  for  making  it  indisgolubU  ;  and.  on  the 
"  other  hand,  to  piT>vide  for  bringing  up  all  chil- 
"  dren,  in  a  rational  manner,  to  be  reasonable  men 
"  or  women,  ihnt  is  free  from  sxiper^tition,  free  from 
"  all  belief  in  God  aiui  imm&rtality  ;  free  from  all 
"  regard  for  the  invisible,  and  make  them  to  look 
••  iiptm  thig  life  as  their  only  life,  this  earth  as  their 
•*  only  home,"'  and  the  j)romotion  of  their  earthly 
"  ifUere^t^  ami  etfjoyTnents  an  their  only  end.  The 
"three  great  enemies  to  earthlv  happiness  were 
"  held  to  be  religion,  marriage,  or  family  and  pri- 
"  vate  projm'ty.  Once  get  rid  of  these  three  insti- 
"  tutions,  and  we  hope  soon  to  realize  our  earthly 
"  paradise.  For  religion  is  to  be  substituted  science, 
"  that  is,  science  of  the  world,  of  the  five  senses 
"  only  ;  for  private  i>ropertg,  a  comnmnity  of  goods, 
"  And  for  private  Jamilies,  a  community  ofrmves. 

"  Fanny  Wright  and  her  school  saw  clearly  that 
^  their  principles  could  not  be  carried  into  practice 
"  in  the  present  state  of  society.  So  they  proposed 
•'  them  to  be  adopted  only  by  a  futuit)  generation, 
"  trained  and  prepared  in  a  system  of  schools  found- 
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"  <m1  Htid  finipHMHl  Ity  tho  piiblio,     They  plareil  Hmt 
*'  depHndiitict!  on  <>(liiciiti<)n  in  a  HyMlrm  of'  I'vhlir, 
*•  tSchotifH,  niHi)UK''<l  ttfUsr  h  j  Inn  of  "William  Phiqne 
*'  |Hil,  a    FiencliiiiHii,  uikI  HubHo<{*.i(!i>tly  tlio  IniMhund 
"  of  Fanny  Wright. 

"  In  ordor  to  got  th4tir  nyuUini  of  Hchooln  adopted, 
"  they  pro|K)K«<l  to  organize  the  wlxile  nnioir,  ho 
•;  oretly,  very  much  on  the  plan  of  the  ('ar>>onari  </ 
"  Kurope.  The  metnbern  of  thia  aeoret  WMuety  were 
"  to  avail  theniHelveaof  all  nieana  in  their  power, 
"  each  in  hia  own  lo«;ality,  to  form  public  opinion 
**  in  favor  of  fdnaUion  }yy  t/ie  tStutn  at  the  jmhlic 
"  Mefteiiae,  and  to  get  Huch  men  dficfsd  to  the  Lftgw- 
**  lalure  as  would  he  likely  to  favor  their  purjioaca. 
"  This  aeorut  orgunixation  commenced  in  the  Htate 
**  of  New  York,  and  waa  to  extend  over  the  whole 
*•  Union.  Mr.  C.  A.  Brownaon  waa  one  of  the 
*'  agenta  for  organizing  the  Htate  of  New  York. 
"  He  however  became  tired  of  the  work  and  aban- 
'*  doned  it  after  a  few  montha." 

Buoh  waa  tho  aim  in  preparing  the  plan  of  the 
l*ublic  SchooU  of  the  United  States.  My  readers 
«a  well  aa  myself  have  the  "  fear  of  unteen  powert ;" 
they  have  no  desire  "  to  withdraw  their  mindt  from 
the  contemplation  oj  %Uxr»  or  htaven  after  death  ;" 
they  have  no  inclination  to  rear  their  children  **/ree 
from  all  belief  in  God  and  immortality."  Ho  I  am 
satiafied  that  it  auificea  for  them  to  know  the  real 
object  of  this  ayatem  to  repudiate  it. 

Even  the  famoua  ayatem  would  ahow  me  "  all 
t/te  ki-ngdotna  of  the  word  and  the  gory  of  them.^^ 
and  aay  :  "  all  thin  will  I  give  thee  .  ..."  I  would 
answer  :  "  liegone  Satan,  for  it  is  written :  The 
Lord  thy  God  thou  ehalt  adore,  and  him  only  shalt 
thou  serve." 

Thank  Ood,  I  am  a  Christian  !  I  repulse  the 
views  of  Fanny  Wright,  as  I  do  away  with  those 
of  her  grandfather,  Voltaire ;  of  her  cousins  and 
friends,  the  "  philosophers,"  the  "  Solidaires,^'  the 
"  Carbonari,"  the  "  International,"  the  "  Commu- 
nards," etc  etc.  I  have  no  sympathy  for  a  system 
praised  by  all  those  miscreants,  though  by  them  all 
termed  *'  non  sectarian. "  And  as  I  know  my 
fellow  citizens    also,    thank    Heaven,    for    being 
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(^1»»  iHtiHMH.    I  Inivr  no  1i«>Mi(M(ioM  in  hmviiii^,  llin  si/s 
tffn  in  iMrD.sMiiii.K  ill  our  luitlsl 

An«»tln  1  KMiMOii  of  tlio  iinpoNMilt  ililv  of  I  lie  liiiiil 
Hvstoin  is  (hill  wo  mo  IVoo.  Yoh.  ( 'MnmliniiH,  we 
oiunuil  rojou"*  (oo  nil  oli.  knowing  dihI  fnrliny 
tliiit  wo  mo  ill  !»  iVoo  o«.uti(vv,  in  ii  couiihy  «'lioro 
inio  t\\\\\  vnil  lilioit y  is  oujoy<'<l  poiliapM  (o  ii  Hillor 
oMoiH  t'inn  in  any  olli-f  r«)nn1iv  of  tlio  worlil.  Wo 
lirtvo  suivly  nioio  roal  Ul>or(y  tlnin  our  noi^liluuH 
HOI  OSS  (ho  lino  ;  anil  in  noino  rrM|io('tH  w«»  arc  nioio 
ftt'o  lioro  tlian  (lio  I'ln^liHli  poopio  an>  on  tli(>  Itiiiik  i 
of  <lio  Tlianios 

Tho  Troaty  «^l  Voiwo  of  \7{V.\.  wan  for  (^matiaflio 
Rtaviing  point.  <lio  liasis  of  (lio  n'liyinUH  lilicrly  it, 
onjoys  ;  lihorly  of  wliioli  ranadiar.H  of  nil  ovi;j;ini» 
Hi^'  Mv>  proiiil  and  ao  jfalon.s,  Mvor  sinro,  Caiiailiani) 
Imvo  m-liiovod  ono  l»y  ono  all  th'>  oivil  and  politifU 
rij{l\t.s  tliov  onjoy. 

Tlio  al>ovo  insorlion  is  n«>(liiinj  now  for  (lioso  wlio. 
tOi^otlu'V  with  (ho  Unowlo<lgo  of  Iho  history  of  our 
country  onjoy  tho  taoultv  possosscd  hy  nil  soriouH 
minds  to  iu"»tio(>  tho  oonnootittn  hotwcon  oon«('f|u<>n^ 
<^^s  and  thoir  pHnoipIo,  and  to  t\irn  hack  from  iho 
ctKvt  to  tho  ojuia«\  At  all  ovonts.  tln>  ftict  of  otir 
lilMMtv  exists  and  is  highly  appr«>oialed  Uy  ovtiry  ono. 
Wo  an>  iWo  and  boinij  so  I  do  not  iV^nr  to  ho  iniH- 
t,'»kon  in  saying  tlmt  tho  poimanont  (>8tal»lisliin(>nt 
oi  tho  systoin  of  odnoutioii  which  1  dissout^B  i«  ifii- 
|H>ss\hlo  amongst  tis.        i   i-/.       i     |. ;      h  ,i ..  ; 

Tlio  mtxst  jK)puiini8  ,ri*ovinct>  had  to  modify  tho 
attempts  mailo  in  that  <liroction  ;  and  it  ih  easy  to 
forosoo  that  the  monient.iry  jsueeeHH  in  tho  OHlubliHh- 
ment  of  said  systenj  in  other  ProviueeH  cannot  bo 
Irtstiuii.  \    >;.  ..    >.' 

The  very  word,  ivligioos  oppression  is  re})ugm\nt 
to  Cauudians.  The  State  its»'lf  must  re.spei^t  tho 
c<.)nscience  of  even  one  individual.  This  is  his 
birthright,  and  cannot  be  voted  away  for  tho  sup- 
jHU't  of  public  schools  or  of  public  cliurchoa. 

Observe  that  the  introduction  of  the  so-called 
•*  non-sectarian  "  system,  violatt>s  the  conscience  not 
only  of  an  indiviilual,  but  of  the  lialf  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  Dominion.  The  Catholics,  and  nuiny 
othoi-s  with  them,  consider  the  system  as  dangerous, 
opposed  to  their  faith  and  of  a  nature  to  shake  that 
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<il   llini    <'||lli||i>ll,   I  ll'l  I'j'iiM'   I.Im<V    lf|iM'lliil^  it.  I'll   run 
itriniiliiMiH  ^I'iiiii'Ih    J'Ip   )'(iii\  k-I  ion  im  ho  wifjy  known 
(litii  il,  ni  »iHloiiiHliiii|4    til    lin<l    nit'ii    )'nilow<'(l    witfi 
t'oiiini'Mi  fif'iiH)',  i|)<iiyiii^  lliitt.  Miirli  is   (.It  <'iin<v 

I  (III  nol   iliHi'MMM,    juMt.  now,    ili<<  n-iiMon    of    mirli 
roll vK'l ion  on  till'  |ifiii>  of     l,liM  o|i|ioiMMil.H  of  f„u\  nyh 
•  •■III.      I  iiMMi'ly  hhIuIiIihIi    iIr  tixiMtnico    »m  a  ih»,\Ami' 
of  t'nvl 

Till'  limi.    ollii^iiil    ci'iiMiiHCH    of    lli»'.  (lid'cri'iit    |iro- 
vilKM'H,    with  I.Imi    rxi'i'|il'ion    ol     ISiitJHJi    ( 'oiiiriil>iii, 
hIiow    till'  (fil,liolin  |io|iiilii(i(»n  of   llin  wlioli'  I)oniin 
ion  t,olin  I.r»li7.!)li;;,  ;iiiil  tin-  lion  ' -'.iMioli.!  L'.oriO.OI  0 
So,  III  l.lir    |)oiiiinion,    lii,L<'ii  )i,m    ii  wlioir,    ( 'Htliolicx 
)t.i«^  in  II  jit'oportion  of   A  to  I   non  (-nlJiolirw  ;    Unit,  ih 
lo    Hiiy,  nol.    vi'iy    f«r    from  t.lif  li.ilf    of    t.|i<!  wIioIm 
(' lir!/ifiiiii  jio|iiiKil.ion  of  t.Jiii  coiintiy.      IU'huIoh,  tUn'> 
ilononiin.il  ion  niiniln'iH    tliii'i;  t.inM'M  hh  tii*    inoHl  no 
ineioiiH  of    till-  ollit'i'   (liMioniiniii.ionM  in    I.Im;  Doiiiin 
loll.       Well,  in  it  piinHthtf,  t,o  forcM    iijion  Hinrli  ii,  l(irg»i 
|iorlion  of    ilii'    <!oniiiMinily  K.    Hyhlfirn    of   'nlnoit.ion 
«|iM'l,i,n'(|  by  llic  Hiiiiii!     iiii'!  ii;".y    iii'-  lim  only  jmi^r 
of  Llicir  (;oiivi('t,ion      tin  coiitiury  *a)  tJn^ircoiiRriciKVf, 
umi  in  tli<^  nii'iiiit/iin(!,  to  boa.-it.  r»f    iiraiMiiiij  i!;ligiuir^ 
fii'i'cjoiii  /      No,  Hinli    a  coiirs"  Ifi     in|ion,sii»l'' '!X<;(|»t 
witli  tlioHO    who  H.i(!    riiuly    lo  Hay  in  om-.   way    u/ttl 
uot  in  anothi^r. 

it.i'li^^ioiiH  lilii-ity  is  not  the  only  one  nt  ntnUi:  in 
thi^  'n.il.liii.  (Jivil  lihcrl.y  lian  ajuo  .1  <;lo«o  ronn'«; 
tion  with  llic  Hiil)j(!Ct.  (>|»|ioii(iiil,H  to  t,h»;  |>io|)iiHi(.I 
Hchi'.iiir  ur<;  (;iti/(;nH  aH  will  nn  it^  hii|)|m«i  I.<;ih.  'I'Ik; 
i'oiiinr  confrilaitc.  thoir  hIiuH'  to  tin-.  |»ro.s[»»rif,y  of 
tin-  fount ly.  siijijily  thf  tiiMHury,  )>*-nf  (iiitdjc  chsii;.^'^ 
a  lid  air  irady  to  giv«!  Uicjr  livch  I'or  t)i«;  urf'tiiiw;  <;f 
tisr  national  11. ig.  A;j;<iiii  t  i(:\niil,  ihi-y  arc  cit.i^t  i.h 
ais  well  H.H  t  tlii'iH.  Wli  ,•  tlaai  i/liiiik  nf  ii»-pri vin;^ 
tliciii  of  lliM  lirnclit  of  !i  j»iil)li<;  H}Ht.'-rii  of  <;'Jn<ation  ? 
Jt  i.s  well  known  tli.it,  (Im',  ( '.tl/iiolic.-s,  ;ih  a  hody,  will 
«loriv«!  no  advanlaj.'!-  i'linii  thf!  j>ro|io.~.i  d  Hclifrnn;,  a/id 
tlir  plan  di|>cnd,H  for  its  uiniiit»'ii«ii<;<,'  on  th«;  sup- 
port of  [mWlii;  ino'icy  ill  which  ('atholi<;.s  f.'oiitriiaiU; 
as  well  iiH  tlifif  fi-llow  li.iz^'iiH,  aiiil  on  thf.  v«'rv  «.•<- 
sc.sHiiicnts  ]<'.vi(;d  on  Cath.Jio  j»iop«'ity  ivi  ««;)!  an  on 
vtharH.        •'•■"-'■  ,  ''^  --■■■■-  ■;■ ;   •  ■  -''"    ■'•' 

T.s  there  any  jii.stif;e   iit    all  that?     Ts  tliciv    any 
;  otioji  of   ci\  il  ]ih(!ity  ill    creatin;^  a    Hy.ii:tn    huch, 
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that  nearly  tho  half  of  the  jK)p\ilation  cam  derive  no 
AdvantH);;e  from  it,  and  foi'cing  tlie  rtanie  |K>{»ulation 
to  incur  the  half  of  the  expennen  of  the  ayHtein  1 

HupiKWo  a  district  where  there  were  Umi  uphold- 
ers of  yonr  Hyateni  and  t<Mi  C^atholicH  on  an  eqtial 
Rtandinu;,  but  the  latter  rep\tdiating  the  Nysteiu. 
What  will  be  the  resiiltt  The  ten  uphoidera,  the 
law  in  hand,  wdl  erect  Hchool  houm>8  (>/'  t/teir  taitte 
ami  choice,  i-eceive  the  government  gi-ant  propor- 
tional to  their  numlier  and  have  their  taxcH.  Itnt 
the  advanthge  aiding  with  them  does  not  end  here. 
They  will,  moreover,  get  the  governu»ent  grant  pro- 
portional to  the  ixumbor  of  Catholics  in  the  district, 
they  will  com)Kd  the  same  (ktholics  to  pay  t^eir 
icohol  taxation  and  the  whole  of  the  above  m  ^07 
will  be  at  the  diaitosal  and  for  the  benefit  u'  che 
upholders  of  the  system,  while  the  ten  Cac'.iolics 
who,  on  coiutcientioin  groumlit,  cannot  )>rotit  by  the 
plan,  will  have  neither  schools  nor  their  share  of 
the  public  funds,  nor  even  their  own  assess 
ment. 

Is  all  this  the  liberty  of  which  all  are  so  jealous  t 
Is  all  this  the  application  of  the  principle  of  "  Equal 
Rights  T  Is  all  this  fair  play  which  all  the  sub- 
jects of  Her  Majesty,  without  distinction  of  creed 
or  nationality  can  claim  1 

Read,  please,  what  Judge  Taft  of  Ohio  said  re- 
ferring to  the  wrong  done  to  Oathc^ics  who  cannot, 
in  conscience,  send  their  children  to  the  so  called 
"  non- sectarian- schools  :" 

"  Tliis  is  too  large  a  circumstance  to  be  covered 
"  by  the  Latin  phi'ase  "  De  minimut  non  curat  lex." 
'•  These  Catholics — (Niying  their  proportion  of  the 
"  taxes — are  constmned  every  year,  ou  conscien- 
"  tious  grounds,  to  yield  to  otheit.  their  right  to  one 
"third  of  the  8cho<^  money,  a  sum  averaging  at  the 
"  present  time  about  $200,000  ev(fry  year.  That 
"  is  to  say,  these  {>ec^>le  are  punished  every  year, 
"  for  believing  as  they  do,  to  the  extent  of  $200,- 
"  000  ;  and  to  that  extent  those  of  us  who  send 
"  our  children  to  these  excellent  common  schoola 
"  become  bene  ficiaries  of  the  CoUholie  money.  What 
"  a  shame  for  ProteHtants  to  have  their  children 
"  educated  from  money  robbed  from  Catholics  I 
**  Mercantile  life  is  supposed  to  cultivate  in  some,  a 
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'*  relinli  for  hind  War^»iiii«.  \h\i,  if  it.  wnrfi  a  h\m- 
"  lU'HM  iniiltrr,  iiml  iidI  a  iiialt -r  of  rrli^ioiiH  (vhk^jtii, 
"  uould  liUNiiiHHs  iiKMi  Im>  foiiii'l  willing  t,o  (•Xa(!t  Hlicll 
"  u  periiiiiiiiy  lulvaiitii^'i  iiM  iJhh  /  i.iliiiikii  woiiltj 
*' Hliock  iJiti  Ht'(Mil(ir  (•(»ii-;<;ioti('t'." 

OlistTvr,  pIniHi',  tliJii  wliilo  r('(M'IIiiij{  t.lio  iiijuHt- 
\c\  in;  nilc  f'ln-  nit  /fnu ei/i;  nor  /avnr.  Wn  iisk  to 
rt'iiiHiti  Cum'  ill  our  ifli;(i(»UH  conviuliotiH,  uii*l  to  not 
tm  (ll;|ll'iv(^<i  of  our  r  ii^lilH  uh  ^^iti/biiH  "  f»ri  tin-  |>|t'a" 
tliut  HOiiM'!  conNidrr  hu(;Ii  convictioriH  an  '  falliiiMoiis." 
We  are  coMtiduiit  tliut  bliny  who  bi-»-)ith(!  th«!  Kiiino 
atiuoHph»M<'  of  libtM'ty  aH  wt^  «io,  th<!y  who  tirn  Hiii- 
onrn  whil<»  |)i-Mchiiikim^  pijuiil  riylitH  for  nil,  will 
uiiitt*  with  UH  ill  |)i°oit'>iiiu;in>(  thu  HysMMii  which 
would  hinder  the  IxMit-tib  of  (tdiicalioit  for  noarly  thu 
half  of  t\u',  |to|»ulatioii,  tm  impoHHilnihj  in  our 
DiidHt. 

I  ){o  sbill  fiirth<M'  and  Hav  that  a  HyKt);ni  offnlu- 
cation  which  Would  l>e  in  rfAilitif  as  well  as  in.  luiitiA 
"  noil  Hcctarian,"  which  would  iiciLh(fr  atlirin  nor 
<l(!nynny  noti  mi  whatever  of  any  hcli»'f,  which  would 
coataiti  nothing  in  coiiforiiiiiy  with  or  against 
cIiriHtiauiiiiii,  L  H\y  timt  Huch  a  Hynteia  in  a  radical 
iiupoHHibility. 

To  liavH  the  pnitontioti  to  ii.Htruct  without  toach- 
i\\\*  either  directly  or  iudiieotly,  ••ven  in  an  ini;ideii- 
tal  uiaiiner,  anything  religious  or  irreligioiiH,  iH  one 
of  those  whims  or  utopiaH  ainu;<l  at  only  hy  niiHound 
minds,  workt'il  upon  l»y  peopled  with  special  viewH 
such  as  Fanny  Wright,  and  accepted  solely  by  those 
who  are  deceived  hy  the  name,  or  who  do  not  do 
tect  the  result. 

How  can  any  one  educate  without  inculcating 
aoniHthiiii;  parf.akingof  the  Hupernatural  or  oppos- 
ing it?  Lnstriiciion  in  all  the  hra'iches  of  know- 
li  'i;  •.  to  tlm  «'X<'luHioii  of  tlieoiKf  which  ought  to 
direct  all  others  xa  xy.  itnp  )ssilMlify.  People  may 
drcMiu  as  long  as  they  like,  v^rithout  finding  a  way 
ti  edi\c<te  a  child  wiiile  leaving  it  in  suck  ignor- 
ance aud  inddi'erence  that  it  could  neither  attirin 
n  irdeny  the  existwiico  of  a  Supreme  Being,  the  end 
ot  mail,  the  wisdnn  of  Providence  or  any  religious 
th  Mty.  It  is  im|)osMible  even  to  couceive  a  wholo 
•jy>teia  of  instruction  80  inert  as  to  allow  such  ig- 
norance, otherwise  instruction   would  result  in  ren 
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rffriii"    those    imdcr    itH  nurtiiii'    iiiDrc   stupid  tliiiii 
those  deprived  of  any  culture  whatscmver. 

Sueii  !ui  eiideiivof  wouhl  l»e  iin  eirort  to  devoliip 
InteMect  l)v  depriviu},'  it  of  thy  l>i-(>;»th  of  iiiteMec- 
tual  liftf  iuiparted  hy  the  Author  of  our  exist- 
ewcv. 

Once  more,  T  ropo-it,  tho  ■  sehenie  is  an  iniposHJ- 
bility,  simply  heciu.se  the  teacher  is  a  ratiouul 
boiug  ;  thai  chihh-eti '  th'Miiselves  aro  endowt'd  with 
reason;  atid  that  it  la  impossil>h>  to  hriu^'  aii  intclli- 
gr^nt  youth  iu  (!outact  with  th(»  \isihh>  worM  with- 
out iuspiriui,'  reHoetions  tliat  h^id  to  one  of  tlie  eon- 
viftiotis  h<>li(>ved  and  taui^I*"  hy  some  one  of  the 
Heets  that  olaim  to  direct  hunun  intellect. 

To  (MJucate  is  to  perfection  »te.      But  man  is  crea- 
ted to  iiie  iu)af;e  and  likeness  of   0<id.  und  how  can 
any  one  pi-rfectionate  the   ima^e  witliout  awproach 
insj;  it  to  the  model? 

What  is  science,  except  a  particij)iitlon.  in  a  very 
infeii<ird''i,'re':>  it  is  true,  hut  to  a  certiiin  extent,  of 
the  knowleilge  God  lias  of  Himself,  of  what  He  has 
done,  of  the  laws  He  has  prescril)ed  for  sen.sihh? 
beings  and  imposed  on  in;ininiate  niitur(>.  'I'here- 
iove.  fiir  liom  God  there  is  no  real  know]eda;e. 
"  For  of  U'nn,  in  //.'/n  ain/  hi/  Him  (ire  aJI  thniyn.'^ 
Any  teaching  exhil)itiug  the  mai-vels  of  creation, 
witliout  any  mention  of  its  Author,  without  looking 
for  the  (irst.  cause  of  what  is  seen  and  learned,  vith- 
ont  any  religious  notion,  such  a  teaching  is  \u.l  only 
dangerous  and  criminal,  hut  is  .so  incoiiijtiete  that 
itcauiior  he  called  the  culture  of  intellect. 

The  Journal  of  Omimerce  of  New  Yoi-k,  form- 
erly a  violent  oppoujait  of  Catholics  views  with  re- 
ga'd  to  education,  although  as  staunch  a  Protest- 
ant as  ever  says  in  its  issue  of  11th  May  1870: 

"Where  the  Common  Schhol  systrm  won  its 
"  chicfest  laurels,  and  achieved  its  higlu'st  success, 
"all  st'holastic;  Iciirning  was  hascid  upon  the  funda- 
"  mental  truths  ol  religion,  becau.xe  without  the 
"sanctio!!  of  religion  there  can  be  no  [)roj)er  train- 
"  ing  of  the  young  in  any  branch  of  instructior».  It 
"  is  all  in  vain  to  say  that  geogi-aphy,  arithmetic, 
"gianiinar,  history,  botany  etc.,  may  be  taught  a» 
"sciences  without  any  nece.isary  connection  to  ri 
"  li  gion  true  oi  fiilse  ;  and  that  the  baptism  of  faith 
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"  I'jin  b«'  ;L;i^■<■n  to  all  tlif.so  HC(|uirriii{'iii.s  hy  thv  ex- 
"  (MciKf  in  i!h)  f'rtiiiilv  iimi  at  l\n'  cliurcii,  liaviii^  no 
"  niuhial  irliiiioiis  with  llic  scliool  room. 

'*  riid  mind  is  nut,  ;;ovt  mod  l»y  laws  whicjj  allow 
*'  for  sucli  h<;|)anilion  and  distinctions.  Good  uuiu 
"  will  conK"  to  nrknowicd^^c  tlii.s  in  timr." 

To  cduratc,  a  tcaclicr  ni'ist  have  idcuH,  apprecia- 
tions,  convictions  on  wliat  Ik-  tcaclies.  lit;  c.iimofc 
b(;  an  automaton,  a  scicntilic  mcclumi.sm,  ahle  lo 
turn  out  Ko  many  woid.s  liy  ilui  lioui-,  without  con 
nccting  tilt-  iflcas  cxitrcssiul,  and  w  ithc.it  even  look- 
ing for  tilt'  sense  of  tho  words;  without  -ilifcinking 
or  feeling,  or  without  imparting  to  otherH  whut  he 
does  or  does  not  helieve.  Jf  Im  has  no  conviction 
ho  IS  not  what  he  ought  to  he  ;  if  he  has  cc^nvictions 
witl\out  e.xpressing  them,  ho  is  uiocking  at  hiniuelf 
or  at  those  who  employ  h'uu. 

I  ajipend  tlu!  following  (piotation  fi'om  Doctor 
Anderson,  one  of  tin;  piomin(;nt  men  of  the  IniptLst 
Chuicli  in  the  United  States: 

•'  It  is  impossible,  for  an  earnest  toacher  to  avoid 
*'  giving  out  constantly  icligious  and  moral  im- 
*'  pidses  in  thought.  He  must  of  necessity  set 
'*  forth  his  notions  aboi  God,  the  soul,  the  coi:- 
"  science,  sin,    the  future    life    and    Divine  Revela 
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"  If  he  promises  not  to  do  so,  he  will  fail  to  keep 
hi.**  word  or  his  teachings  in  Hci<'nce,  or  literature, 
or  history  will  l)e  miserably  shallow  and  inade- 
quate. Our  notion  of  God  and  the  moral  order 
foru),  in  sjiite  of  ourselves,  the  base  line  which 
"  affects  all  our  movements  and  constructions  of 
"  science,  liteiature  and  history.  Induction  in 
"  physics,  classification  in  Nat)iral  History,  neces- 
"  sitate  a  living  law,  eternal  in  the  thought  of  God 

" All    instruction    enfolding    the 

"  laws  of  science,  literature  and  History  should 
"  be  permeated  with  the  warmth  and  light  and 
"  glory  of  the  Incarnate  Redeemer." 

"  Incidental  instruction  in  moralitv  and  religion 
"  ought  to  be  the  main  reliance  of  the  Christian 
"  teacher.  The  ends  of  a  Christian  school  while 
"  working  by  its  own  laws  and  limitations,  ought 
"  not  to  be  essentially  ciitlierent  from  a  Christian 
"church."  rif...' 
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'*  Thr  |U'iMri|>IrM  wn  Imvc  tliurt  iiidioutnl  »in>  niii 
"  \«M«i«l  ill  llirii  n|t|tli('uti(»ii.  It  \]w  CliriMliun 
"  tnirlit  r  iniiHt  iiiiikr  tli><  •IriiiriilH  of  IiIh  irli^iotiM 
"  faitli  oolm  nil  liih  Inirliin^,  tl.<>  niiiiio  inimt  \<v  tiiin 
"  «»f  tlu'  uiM'Hri  iiiiiii  ii'iit'licv.  If  |mirii(N  winli  t.lii»ir 
"  ('IiiMk'ii  tMiunitrd  iti  ( '';l'istiilti  |il'iii<M|il<  n,  (lirv 
"  iiMiHt  Hi><<k  onl  lioiu'st  CliriHtiHii    iiuii   to    \m  ihvw 

"   tVtt0ll('l"H." 

TliiMX^  JH  Dot  a  sitiirlc  iMlunitcd  aixl  Hiticrrr  (Sitlio 
lio.  fVoiii  lli.s  lloliiirsN  (lie  S(i\««irij;n  I'uiilill' down 
to  tli(>  liiiiiiMrHt  villnijc  srliool  iiuis<<'r,  w  lio  doi-H  not 
H^rtMMvitli  (li<>  iiImivo  <.|iiiiioii  ,  oi' lullirr,  (lie  KmuimmI 
Doctor  iH  Hiuon^  tli«>  iniiiiiioiiH  intclli^nit  Pro 
trHtmit.s  who  tiiko  lln>  v'utlioli^'  virwH  with  irpiid 
to  r<iiU'atioii.  and  win*  8ii\  with  iiH,  a  mnIcih  |»iirt'ly 
Htxl  ontiv'lv  niiHrctai  itui  ih    nothing   Init  a  drliiHion. 

Tlu'  H»»vrr«'nd  A.  A.  M.i\o,  rnitarian  iiiiniHtrr 
ot  Cincinnati,  docs  not  licsilatc  to  rithciili/c  as  lol- 
lows  the  nh-as  ot'  those  who  Iclicxc  in  the  |iossil)ility 
of  such  a  plan  : 

**  It  is  pasy  to  clahoiatc  ■•»  st  cnlar  thi'<\y  of  cdii 
*'  cation  in  the  closet,  w  lu  re  an  ideal  l»ov  yaw  ho 
"  plac<Hl  in  a  s|iiritnal  >a*'iniin,  and  de\(>lo|>ed  ac- 
"  cor>iin>j[  to  an  ex<'lnsi\t'  mental  ^yfliein.  Now, 
"  tin'  ctVoit  to  control  and  educate  such  a  ininiatiiro 
"  repnhlic  on  secular  or  |uirolv  intellectual  princi 
"  jih'H.  is  H  job  conipat'cd  with  which  harnessing 
"  Nijtuara  to  turn  the  s|iiiidles  of  a  cotton  mill 
"  woiihl  he  a  cheerful  enter|tiise.  To  sav  that  tho 
'*  teacher  dot's  not  neeil  every  rewmi-ce  of  reli^ioim 
"  anil  moral  jK)wer  to  j^joVi'rn  and  edncato  children 
"  is  to  mock  at  all  e<luoatitinal  ex|>erience  and  dc- 
''  dare  onrsi'lvcs  utterly  i^jnorant  ot  human  life." 

All  things  speak  so  loudly  of  (»o<l  as  having  boen 
mad^  bv  Him.  that  it  is  impossible  to  st^aly  outside 
of  Him  without  slidiiiji  towaixls  the  abysses  into 
which  niaterialists  and  atheists  have  Hunk.  For  a 
Christian  country  such  as  oxn-s  everything  is  con- 
nected with  Christian  doctrine.  Tha  very  atmob- 
plieiv  we  hi-eathe  seems  to  be  embalmed  with  the 
sWtM^t  pertimu'a  of  faith.  To  silence  that  faith  is  to 
fall  into  l!ationaiir7ii,  and  to  trv  to  avoid  both  in 
teaching  is  to  n^luce  the  sublime  art  to  an  im))08- 
sibility.  .... 
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])ilt  NoiiH^  of  iliK  Hii||iuitrrH  of  t,li<<  H\Hlciii  will 
nay:  AlltliiH  Ih  imiiM-iiw  'I'Im*  nyH»«  m  ♦xihIh,  l.lifm- 
f<H<t  It  IH  |ioKHil»l«',  iiidI  i'dmiii  l«  tii'lii  h  Mki  I  "all  til  hi 
ilil  luiHHf  nilif  iiHtHi'in/iii."      No,  (4«^iit  U'liirii,  viiiii  I  )H 


l.ui 


iif-fiii'ii    ill 


li'iii  rxJHls  iKiw  li«-i'<',  Im'Ciiiihc  line  ih  v^ 
pi'iirlirf  : 

III      tllO  <'OllllJrit'H   wllM«'  tlltl  SyMil'ln      IdIN    h«'«'fl   I'H 

iiiltliMlml  (line  )ti'<'  tlirrn  l>r<iu(i  <  ui'i'ri:f.H  tit' lliiiii^lit.  ; 
tii(<  ( 'iitliolii',  till'  i'lotcHt'int.  iiriil  tli«-  InLiilt-l  lli'iiiglit. 
iJltit  \OIM'    MVHtrlll,     ilH     iiiinit'«Ml   liv    itH 


Now.     I 


Muy 


iiiiiiic,  IH  H(»  ni<lii*ally  iiii|MmNilil(>,  tliiit     wlii-ir    \{,h  ch 

taltliHllllM'lll       llUH     llOMi     III  U<lll|>t).'<l    It    IihH    l|f4M'HKHI'ily 

fulU^ii  into  yiic  <>l  tli«^  t,hi<'('  i!iiri'«'iits  oi'  l.lioii^lit/  hiitn 
iiMWitioiK'd.  'J'ii«t  hyHtciii  <;i<iitiob  tail  U)  liiiii^  hIioiiI 
<>IM>  of  l.lir  rrmiltH  tliiit.  it  iiii'IcimIh  to  hvohI. 

Ill  wliool  (liHtrirtH  of  tli»^  l/'iiil«'(l  Mt(it«'H,  rntiii'ly 
Cutaolic.  tlio- ti iiK(<'<*H  liiiviii^  iIm' clioior  of  titudiriM 
and  of  liiMtkH  hh  well  hh  tlto  ilinctioii  of  tiif;  h<;Iio<i1, 
itii(;li  iiiHtitiitii'iiH  l)«<'otii<'  ill  icality,  hikI  for  nil    |)iit' 

pOHCH,  ('llilloli<;    rcllOolH    ulliil'    I  ct  llilllllg    ill)'    IIIIIlK'     of 

"  (/Oliiliioii  h<!IiooIh,"  iiimI  lliiH  iK'<;oiiiitH  tor  ( 'ittliolicH 
not  o|>|HiHiiig  tlic  HyHt<Mii  iinilcr  muoIi  cii'ciiiiihltitic«>H. 

A  Hiiiiilar  (lU't,  liiit  of  iiioi«i  rrc(jii«'iil  ocfMincncH, 
IH  ol>Hrr\(;(i  ill  piii'rly  I'rotrHtHiit  (JiHtrtttH  ;  uiid  iti 
tMTtjiiii  StiifrH,  iiioHt  of  tlic  h(!|iooIh  Iji'coiiM)  ill  nullity 
uiui  fo.'-  till  )»iii'|)nH«>H  Proti-Htiiiit  h(;|iooIh,  wliile  re- 
t. lining  the  iiaiiit'  of  "  ('oininon"  or  "  noii-Hictariun 
hcIiooIh,"  anil  iliih  ('X|ihiinH  the.  z«'ul  (JiH|(hiyc(l  for 
the  cHtiibliHliiiicnt  ami  iiiainU-natici^  of  hiicIi  kcIiooIh. 

Whom  tlu)  "  Coiiinioii  hcIiooIh"  an-  nf!itln'r('atho- 
li(^  nor  Prot<!Htant,  tln'V  are  ho  niatiy  niirwfrieH  of 
infidi'Iiiy  ;  and  tli<'  Unitod  »Stat«'H  n-ap  tiio  hitt<;r 
fitiitH  of  tlio  HyHtcrn,  viewing,  aa  ovcsry  ono  dofs, 
tli<'  alariiiing  incmaW)  in  tin'  numl)er  of  tlioHe  who 
lniv(i  no  practical  religion. 

TluM-ofori!  tlior«!  is  nothing  real  in  the  teaching 
in  an  iwiscctaiian  Hcnse,  becauHO  the  Hchenie  in  that 

light  ia  an    IMPOSHIBlI.ITY.    (|   Mciwii.   l^^.l-^.  >• 

3.  Even  if  the  ayHtem  wore  poBoihle  it  iH  not  de- 
sirable. 

After  what  has  been  said  above,  it  is  undoubtedly 
shown  that  the  system  in  question  is  not  desirable. 
I  will,  however,  add  a  few  reflexions  under  this 
head,  for  the  subject  is    far  from  being   exhausted. 


T  Hiiiil  ill  til*' (irMt  ))iuai,'na|»li  of  lliis  nrticlc  >liat 
the  imiiio  j^ivcii  to  the  systnii  is  rHHiiitiiilly  litlno. 
But  ('vni  were  it  |ir()]>'  h«m|,  mh  it  slioiiltl  Itc,  umh'r 
tilt!  (|',i!ililicuti()n  iMHiCntliolicnr  iion-Cliiistian,  llint 
would  not,  icmlci-  it  more  <!<  siialilf.  I?«'can,s('  tiio 
lit'W  !i|t|M'llatioii,  while  iMlicaliiij;  tlic  ttiulcncirN  of 
the  Hfhenic.  would  nierclv  ('(Mrolioiuio  what  han 
been  said  in  opposint;  it,  and  would  lie,  as  il  wtic, 
the  .synthesis  of  the  whole  of  my  ur;,'Uinent. 

I  have  sultHei|Uently  said  that  a  plan  of  education 
r(?ally  and  ahsolntely  out^ide  of  any  sect  wliatio- 
ever  would,  hy  its  nature,  he  radically  ini|>()SHil)le. 
Hut,  from  this  it  (;annot  he  concluded  that,  shonhl 
tins  workin;.;  of  th(!  system  l)e  made  po.-siMe  l>y  i-ally- 
ini,'  it  noNv  to  om- sect  and  then  to  another,  such  pos- 
sihiiity  W(MiId  make  it  desirable.  1  ^'o  Htill  further 
Kud  Hay  'hat,  oven  if  the  relative  tmpossibility 
which  r  have  pointed  out,  would  disap]>ear.  and 
the  system  Ix;  accepted,  this  would  not  make  mo 
desire  to  .see  it  thrive.  1  would  not  relish  tlie  sys- 
tem any  l»ett(!r,  }»ut  1  would  dread  it  still  mon^ 
wore  our  population  so  unchristian  as  to  t'avoralily 
accept  it  ;  and  if  the  feelini;  and  love  of  lilxi-ty 
weakened  t^t  such  a  degree  that  the  majority  would 
advocate  the  servitude. 

It  is  to  the  family  and  not  to  the  State  th;«t  the 
education  ol  youth  is  confided.  From  the  bej^in- 
ning  God  established  th((  family  amon;i,'  men  : 
**  ni  lie  and  fennde  lie  created  th(jm.  And  (iod 
blessed  them  saying,  Increase  and  multiply."  To 
the  husband  and  wife  he  commamh^fi  love  and  iu- 
dissolul)le  uuion  :  "  Thi-S  now  is  bone  of  my  bones 
and  flesh  of  my  flesh"  and  "  They  shall  be  two  in 
oneflt>.sh,"  and  "What  therefore  Gou  hath  joined 
together  h^t  no  man  put  asunder."  To  childn^""  he 
commanded  obedience,  love  and  respect  for  paienfs. 
"  Honor  thy  father  and  thy  nmther."  To  par<'nts 
heads  of  families,  he  gave  imprescriplibhi  rights, 
together  with  obligations  which  no  power  can 
lessen.  And  among  these  oliligations  is  that  of 
patents  to  provide  for,  and  direct  the  education  of 
their  c^.ildren  :  "  Ilast  thou  children,  in,struct  them" 
and  "  Jfe  that  teacheth  his  son  maketh  his  enemy 
jealous." 
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This  is  tlit>  |H>"H()Ui(l  oltlii^'iiiioit  ot  |>iii'(!iitH  ;  t\n\y- 
fall  tMiLi  Uht  It,  lo  jiiiuIIht  omIv  wlicu  llicv  ai"i>  ccr- 
tiiiii  tiiiit  tilt*  iiistiiKtioii  givon  will  lit*  in  uct^ui'il- 
Hiici!  Nvitli  wliiit  It  I'djuircs  of  tliiiii  ;  uimI  tli  it  tli>' 
Hoiils  III"  llii'ir  tliiliUfii,  for  wiiicli  llicy  uiii^t  aiitivvcr, 
will  nut  l)t)  <'\|H>.s<'d  to  niiy  noxious  ioiliit'ucr,  tin' 
tlt'|nivi'<l  of  any  of  ilii!  liitlpH  to  1)1' i!Xj)in'tftl  tioiii 
oduriilioii, 

Siicli  is  lilt'  cstiihii^ln'ii  onlrr,  iuitl  sudi  order  ne- 
t.'«!SHurily  rt)j»'i;t.-*  the  liu'tuy  that  ii(*«Mi';t's  to  the 
Stuti*  tluj  right  to  iiivadi!  tho  Kjicml  prrcini't  ot  in- 
iiiily  and  tln-ii  to  iixiurisc  alt^oliito  jtowi-r.  Tins 
tht'ory  is  a  icliuL  of  [•ag.inisiii,  tin;  |iriia-ijil<>  of  sla- 
very, and  raniiot  Im  conntfiianci' I  auiin;^'  Llio.su 
who  unjtjv  tin;  lilmrty  (»f  the  childien  of  (Jod. 

if  thf  Stilt'  slioMJd  1)0  master  of  tlio  child,  why 
hhi)uld  it  not  lie  that  of  th*'  nu>thi'i' /  If  it  has 
rij;ht  to  liecome  a  Miihstiiate  fur  tlu'  father,  who  will 
j)r(!Vi;ut  it  fnun  replacing  tlu)  hnsl»aiid  (  If  it  h;us 
the  right  to  coin[)el  parunis  tu  Heiid  ihiMr  children  l<i 
a  special  school,  it  may  also  himJer  their  tieing  in- 
htl-iictcd  at  all.  Tills  is  what  L\  ciiigus  (fid.  If 
the  Slato  ha«  the  absolute  control  of  tiic  school,  it 
cull  also  claim  that  of  the  church,  jir-t  as  the  C/.ar 
of  Ivussii  and  th"  (.'iMucellor  of  i'ru.'-si  i  piM-tend 
and  cndea\or  to  do.  If  the  Stale  has  tiie  nghl  to 
prohibit  religious  teaching,  it  has  an  et]e,.i|  ri^ht 
to  pii;!4eiil>w  irreligious  teaciiuig.  .Sucli  is  th-^  uaso 
in  certiiin  iiiuveisities  of  Europe.  If  tur  State  has 
a  I'ight  topieve'iit  childivu  from  ackm wjedgiug  the 
true  Go  I,  diirii'g  a  certain  numl)cr  of  hours,  days 
and  vcaih,  it  lias  also  thi!  I'ight  to  enjoin  the  adtra- 
tion  of  t'alrtc  gods,  ami  this  the  State  did  ordain  for 
ceiiLuries,  by  condemning  to  the  most  crui'l  tortures 
millions  of  the  di.scipli!s  ot  JcsUs  Christ  w]jose  onlv 
Clime  was  ttj  belie\e  tiiaL  they  who  guvi  in,  ,i.s  well 
as  theyiliat  are  governed,  .'should  subjiiit  to  the 
King  of  Kings. 

\\  h.it  IS  said  and  written  every  diiy  shows  cliar- 
ly  that  what  I  advaiice  here  will  In:  e;i.sily  udi-.cuii- 
Btrued.  Strauge'one  cannot  allirni  llie  riglits  nf 
(«od  witiiotil  Iteiiig  accused  by  certain  parties,  of 
being  lio.->iile  to  the  State,  just  a.s  though  Ood  and 
Stale  were  irreconciiiable  enemies  and  tin,'  two  mats- 
teii.  that    cannot  be  served  at  n  time.     On  the  con- 
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fraiy,  ono  is  so  much  the  more  loyal  to  the  8tat<» 
that  h«  is  more  mindful  of  his  duties  towards  his 
Mmkok.  S()ci<4,y  has  nuthin*^  to  fear  from  those 
who  uphold  the  rights  of  (rod  and  ot  truth.  Be- 
cause any  soci^'ty  well  established  will  find  its  se- 
curity in  the  conviction  of  all  its  meM>bers  that  they 
are  de|)endeiit  on  God  as  their  sole  and  absolute 
master,  and  that  there  ia  no  true  liberty  without 
Him. 

Christian  teaching  alone  can  effectually  check 
the  natural  tendency  of  man  to  the  abuse  of  power 
as  well  a8  of  lil)erty.  To  establifih  the  lights  of 
God  is,  no  doubt,  to  define  the  duti<s  of  n>an.  But 
it  is  in  the  meantime,  teachin:^  the  latter  his  rights 
to  the  noblest  freedom.  Christian  <l(X!trine  guards 
society  agaitist  the  thraldom  into  which  it  had  been 
plunged  by  pagan  Ciesarisin  ;  and  gtuwds  it  also, 
against  socialistic  licence  which  is  wore  than  pagan 
ism  itself. 

The  n^igion  I  profess  teaches  me  *'  There  m  no 
power  but  from  God,  and  those  that  arr,,  are  onfmn- 
ed  bi/  God."  This  doctrine  surrounds  all  authority 
lawfully  established  and  lawfully  exercised,  with  a 
prestige  which  no  worldly  consideration  can  inspire 
in  the  same  degree. 

But,  'n  the  meantiute,  the  same  doctrine,  n'minds 
me  that  all  num  are  created  to  the  image  and  like 
ness  of  Him  who  is  the  Being  infinitely  fiee  and 
independent,  and  who  ii,.Gk8  the  brow  of  all  tiiose 
redeemed  by  the  blood  of  the  Savioiir,  with  a  halo 
of  glory  peculiar  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  freedom  of 
childitn  of  God. 

It  was  while  studying  ami  witnessing  tlie  appli- 
cation cf  the  al)Ove  d(x;trine  that  tiie  celebrated 
Protestant  CJuizot  said  :  "  Catholic  Church  is  the 
greatest  school  of  re^f)ect."  Res|)ect  to  ev,,i^  human 
being,  resp'.^ct  to  ev«iry  legitimate  :'.uthority. 

Having  myself  been  bi-ought  up  in  that  school, 
it  is  far,  very  fai*,  fi"om  my  desire  *o  fail  in  the  re- 
spect due  to  the  State  ;  an<l  even  to  tl»e  res|>ect  due 
to  anv  fellow-men.  Because,  in  the  Ktate  I  see  a 
ray  of  the  supreme  dominion  of  God,  and  in  every 
man  a  ty|>e  of  His  infinite  fi-eedom,  Tliis  respect 
for  othei-s  1  have  for  myself,  and  while  I  aui  the 
obedient  servant  of    the  State  I  decline    to  become 
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its  Hlavp.  This  doctrine,  if  well  uiulerstooil,  can 
surely  displease  neither  the  State  nor  luy  fellow-stib- 
.jects.  If,  ou  the  one  hand.  \  repudiate  the  pa^an 
teachiufj;  wliicti  tiuished  by  the  aptlieoses  of  Cffiiar, 
[  cordially  adhere  to  the,  Ohrislfan  teaching^  wliich 
savH  :  '*  li.encler  to  (Jsesar  the  things  that  are 
CsBsars," 

Haviii!^  eHtabliahftd  the  principlen  by  which  I  am 
jjuided,  I  hope  not  to  be  miHUud'^rHtood  when  I  say 
that  it  is  not  desiralde  that  the  Stat<^  should  dis- 
turl»  the  peace  and  freedom  of  fauniiea,  in  oonrring 
in  one  way  or  anotlter  the  surrender  of  the  children 
to  be  educateil  accoriling  to  the  dictates  of  the  State, 
Hnd  iiijainst  the  wish  and  desire  of  parents  who 
have  at  heart  the  accomplishment  of  their  <lnty. 
To  impose  in  the  matter  a  system  whidj  grieves  the 
const'ience,  is  undoubtedly  a  tyrannical  act. 

The  followers  of  John  Knox  have  preserved  to 
the  present  day,  some  of  the  ideas  he  had  retained 
of  his  Catholic  training.  Not  only  have  tlx^y  strug- 
gled ill  the  old  c«)untrie3,  to  prevetjt  the  enoroach- 
Mient  of  the  State,  endeavoring  1^)  submit  them  to 
the  religion  e8tal»lishe<|  by  law,  but,  in  many  in- 
stances, even  in  America,  they  have  raised  an  ener- 
getic protest  against  the  State  endeavoring  to  im- 
pos-  upon  them  schools  established  by  law.  Among 
others  the  Hev.  John  (J.  Lord,  Presbyterian  cler^y- 
man  of  liutfalo  made  u.se  of  the  follnwing  language : 
"  (jrod  has  not  committed  to  governments  the  work 
"  of  education.  Tlie  civil  magistrat«?  hiS  other 
"  dutu's  to  perfoi-m,  has  no  divine  warnint  to  turn 
"  teacher  ov  to  superintend  education.  Tltin  is  not 
"a  matt'T  t;0  be  passed  at  the  p<d!s.  Wh;it  right 
**  has  the  State  t.t  ediHMie  my  chihl  /  The  State 
"may  administer  justice,  liuiM  canals  and  r4.iiroads, 
"incorporate  banks  and  pm'form  civil  funcions, 
"  but  it  has  no  right  uo  establish  a  system  of  Pul)li(! 
"Schools  which  compels  in  fact,  the  great  niass  of 
"  the  cominuniiy  to  have  tlmir  cliiMren  cilncated 
**  there  or  not  at  all.  I  wish  my  children  eilucated 
"  '  in  the  nurture  and  admotiition  of  the  L  .rd'  and 
"  n<»t,  in  tlie  nurture  of  the  State.  So  <io  Christians 
"  in  general  if  the  truth  were  known.  I>ut  the, 
"  State  throws  oltatacles  in  the  wnv  by  its  ta.vatioH 
"  and  its  great  public  estaldishment^s." 
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'(h\   tho  Nitni<<  HiihjfM'i,    <«ntl  to  hIiow    i||:i(,  it  in  not 
•loHiniltl<»  l,|)i»<.  <lu»   S(nt»»    (ijiMiilo  it)  niiii((>rH  of  I'tln 
(>M(ion.  (liM  llonort«lili>  (]iiiTit(.  S*iiit.li  i>xpir>H.'4<<s  liitii 

noil'  UN    I'ttlloWN: 

"  l(  ('ln' Sfiifc)  iH  t'oitiiinly  MO  nioro  in  toluivo 
"it  |):irl.  Ill  Hlltipil)^  illld  (tMifiiilliiii;  (||««  Ni'liool.  lliiili 
"  ill  sliiipinu;    ittid  colli rollii))j[    ilio  «*liiir<<|i,    iimi    tlio 

'nOIIIkI      IU'^I||||(>I|(H     ll^.'lilist  i(H      tllf<«|iilil|ir      WitlMllP 

"  rliiiicli  !ii-<>  in  (li<<  tiiinii,  hoiiiuI  iirKiiiiii>iilN  aj;itiiiNt. 
"  its  nu».li|liiiu[  witli  tln«  hi-IiooI  #  ♦  *  ■»  n,^ 
"  loHN  is  it  (lio  )).-n*i>iits  riiflit  to  oIiook«»  flir  l<iiiil  of 
*•  si'liool  tliiiii  llir  kiiut  of  cliiiin'li  for  liiH  .•liildmi 
"  Miiiiy  I'roti'HdinfH  arc  «>oii(riit  wifli  no  scliool 
"  wlii.'li  is  not,  posit ivrly  tintl  »lii*o«Mly  h  n>li^ioiiH 
'■*  oiiiv  lliMH'o  tlioii"  o|i|»osition  to  llii>  ^ovtM'iiniiMii 
"  school  which  icstN  on  .-ni  evil  coin|»roiiiisi>,  a  coin 
"  pi-oinisc  rci|iiiriii:L;  the  cli.ointition  from  (he  school 
"  of  till  ii'livjitMi  jhuI  us«»  of  till  llihh>M.  *#•*■> 
"Just  hen'  let  me  snv  thsit  (he  hcImhiI  is  ftir  worse 
"tlitin  worthl.'ss.  which  t..ikin>i  :»  cliil«l  in  its  iiiuHt 
"plMstic  i«a[e,  ileclineN  nevertheless  (,«>  lmv«»  n  pnrt  in 
"fiiimii  ^  i(,s  i-elnjioiis  chsinict^'r '' 

I(  is  not  «uily  iimlersiralile   tliiit.  (he  State  assiimi* 
the«iiities  of  pa  rent  N  in  controlling  the  schools,  in  ii 
way  otVensiv(»   to  the     convictions  of   such    parents. 
but  it  is  monv>vcr  ciTtaiii  that  such  conti-ol  has  the 
most    tieploralile    results,  Uvanse    the    system,    in 
8fea<l  of    pn'pariiii;   the    heart  and  the  mind  of    tli(» 
chihlnsi  to  look  to  the  cmhI  for  which  thev  are  made. 
ou    tJM'  confary.    pn>disposes  them    to  Imisv    (hem 
H«»lv«'s    solely  ah«>iit    material    pursuits  and     reiider» 
them  very  unscrupulous  as  to    the  meaiiH  to  lie  em 
plovctl  in  set'uriiisi;  what  they  desire. 

The  New  York  HorA/  savs  :  "  The  truth  is  that 
"  th«»  luistnke  i>f  means  in  our  system  of  edii<>atioii 
*' rtriscs  from  a  p«<rv(>rsion  of  ends.  Our  school  sys 
*'  tem  answers  much  more  nearly  than  those  of  older 
"  countries  to  what  are  ctmsidcred  l»y  luttdern  im-n 
"  the  chief  eiul  of  man  in  our  time.  That  end  is  to 
"jjet  on  in  lite,  to  make  mom\v.  and  to  yaiii  what 
"money  hriiiij^s.  To  that  purpose  the  piesent  sys 
•*  t«Mn  is  entirely  adequate." 

The  State,  while  a.ssumin^  tlu>  ilutv  of  educating 
children  and  Unciiii;,  at  least  by  taxation,  pareut>> 
to  jicivpt  its  views,  .icknowhHljfes   it*  own  incoiii|M» 


nf 


t«'iiry.       It>    nliiiiiiN    no  (mmiJimI     ovrr    I.Im-  m»hiI    iiimI, 
iMWt'itlinlt'HH,    ii  winlirH  to    ^ct  liold  of  mII   Uio  ^'»r\^\ 
iicH    wliirli    iirr    ilm  liuiiiliiiiiitlH    of    I  lie  hoiiI.      'I'Iio 

liVOWIll      l.lllll.  t,l|0     Mt,»lt«>   lillH  tiotliiM^     (.«>  «Im  willi    llix 

<lii'«>rlioii  oi'    irli^ioii,  iH  lJi)>    ImhI   imooI' that  il<  ih  iiol, 
(It'Miriililt'  to  Hiihiiiit  III)'  iiiHtnirtioii  of  n  iiHiii^  ^fn 
(M'utioti  lio  il.H    iiliHoliilo    rohti'ol.       Koi'tiitiHti'ly,  lii-rn 
in  tJiiH  oiir  roiintrv,  (-vi'ty  our  M<liitit>i    |,|i«<  ii<-<;c>tHit  v 
«>r    rrli^ioiiH    training     to  nioilrl    (.li<<  lunit.     immI  to 
Mii'(Mi);;tlM<n  tlin  will.       I'lit  tiit-  Stutr  dcilin'-H  liiivin^ 
Mny  (IcNrrn  or  luitliority  toiiii|iArt  tlmt  H'lif^ioiiH  f'tlM 
mlion  tlioii^li  iiiHtnirlih^  lli«>  t'liijtj  at  tlm  vny  aii'l 
only  tinm    at  wliicli  it  iH     |M)NHilil(>  to  <lo  ho.      'I'lM-ir 
fort;    it    niiiHt  lin    ailniittrtl  that    it  iH  not    ilcHiiaMf) 
that  till)  Htiito    f^o  so  (iir  an  to  linrt  tlif   )on.M«'iMnr<tH 
ol  parnntH,  wlio  nrcanxioiiH  lor  tli)i  i'«-|i^ioiiH  iiiHtrnr 
iion  to  Imi  ^ivi>n  to  tliiMi-  odHpiinv. 

It  HiM'niH  to  ni(t  tliat  it  iIoch  not  r<'<|Mii<'  viiry 
cloMi<  olmiM'vation  to  Ii<*i;oiimi  convinced  that  a  yontli, 
«vlio  wonlil  liavr  j^onu  tlirouKti  all  tlio  coiiih*^  of 
iiiHtiMM'tion,  wjiirii  it  iH  (tlaimtil  oii^'lit  to  Lr  ^ivcn 
in  |tul)li(;  hcIiodIh,  and  who  in  th<>  Haint;  kcIiooIh 
would  nt'Vor  iiavo  heard  a  word  ahout  religion, 
would  be  in  reality  eonipletely  if^norani  of  what  im 
ou^ht  to  know,  and,  in  many  instaneeH,  xverHe  to 
it.  Ah  the  opinion  I  oppone  in  Miid  though  ini 
properly  to  he  one  <lear  to  I'rote-itant,  i  know  th«; 
reader  will  not  find  hiult  with  me  for  «piotinf{  freely 
from  eminentt  CrotentantH  of  the  llnitefi  StateH, 
the  only  phu;o  wheru  th*^  experiment  lian  i*een  tho 
roughly  made. 

Kev.  Mr.  Yonnj(,  pawt-or  f)f  the  Prenhyterian 
c<»n^rej^ation  in  Warnaw,  New  York,  wrot«i  to  Mr. 
Morgan,  Superintendant  of  eotnmon  hcIiooIh  :  "'I'ho 
*'  PreHltyterinn  <;onj^regation  in  thin  town,  re^^ardiiij^ 
"  the  Htate  plan  of  couimon  hcIiooI  education  hh  in- 
"  uonipet4Mi(  to  He(;ure  that  moral  training  of  their 
"  childr<;n,  whieh  in  indinpennahle  to  a  pro|H;r  di- 
*' rection  and  uho  of  int«'lle(;tnal  faeultien  eHtah- 
"  liHhed,  some  eighteen  montliH  Hiriee,  within  thf: 
"  houndH  of  School  l)iHtriet,  No.  10,  a  f»aroehial 
"  Hchool,  U)  he  inntructed    hy  HU(;h  tea(;he»H  only   »n 

"  ]»rofe.sH  n!li;<ion Fn  thi;  pro^rcHH  c)f  our 

"  HchooolN  we  find    that  evaiii,'eli(:al  reli;.'iouH  truthn 
"BiiiictiHeH  education   hh  well   aH    all    othor   thingn 
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'*  with  which  it  is  connected  ;  and  that  out  children 
"  have  made  more  rapid  and  efl'ective  progress  in 
"  intellectual  attainmentH  than  foimei ly — l»ut  the 
•' '  Free  School  Law'  ]>a8sed  by  our  last  Legislature 
"  has  invaded  our  sanctuary,  and  we  I'ear  is  about 
"  to  thwart  our  purposes. 

'*  We  might  have  supposed  thiit  these  principles 
"  of  toleration  would  secure  to  the  religious  denc- 
"  minations  respectively  the  privilege  of  worship- 
"  ping  God  according  to  their  respective  views,  and 
"  which  excuse  them  from  suj)povting  those  of  a 
"contrary  belief;  that  these  principles  would  at 
"  lea^t  allow  them  the  same  toleration  in  the  edu- 
*'  cation  of  our  children.  But  such  toleration  is 
*'  now  by  legislative  enactment  denied  us ;  while 
**  we  aie  subjected  to  such  onerous  taxes  for  the 
"  support  of  common  schools,  hs  are  equivalent  to 
*'  an  actual  prohibition  from  carrying  out  onr  views 
'*  conscientiously  entertained." 

A  Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
llion,  says  :  "  ....  The  teacher  should  not  huve 
"  to  deal  with  the  intellect  alone.  The  State,  in 
"  assuming  to  act  in  loco  parentis,  could  not  refuse 
*'  to  take  care  of  the  spiritual  education  of  the  chil- 
"  dren.  Teachers  njust  not  be  allowed  to  substi- 
•*  tute  the  demoralizing  doubtings  of  nreverent 
*'  sijecnlatiou  for  the  grand  saving  truths  of  divine 
**  inspiration." 

In  a  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  public  In- 
instructiou  to  a  general  assembly  in  Iowa,  the  Hon. 
A.  S.  Kissell  discussed  as  followe :  "The  painful 
**  fact  is,  that  the  great  mass  of  instruction  now 
"provided  our  youth — except  perhaps  the  rambling 
"  and  imjierfect  methods  adopted  in  our  Sabbath 
"  schools — is  a  practical  denial  of  our  national  reli- 
"  gion.  We  may  listen  all  day  to  the  exercises  of 
"  any  of  our  most  efficient  schools,  and  hear  often 
*'  enough  excellent  advice  given  to  the  pupils  with 
••  reference  to  the  importance  of  a  geneious.  noble 
"and  virtnous  character  ;  we  may  be  satisfied  that 
"  the  rulos  and  discipline  of  the  school  are  admin- 
"  istered  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  hal)it8  of  order, 
"  industry  and  good  behaviour  ;  but  we  cannot  help 
"  feeling  that  essentially  the  same  feat  have  been 
'*  achieved   at  ancient  Athens,   as   in  our  modem 
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**  Boston  which  stands  so  connpicuoiisly  as  a  i-ejnv- 
"  sentative  city  of  Christciuloni.  Somehow  hero, 
*•  in  this  nursery  cf  our  nation,  in  tlie  public  schools, 
*'  a  perpetual  libel  is  '^led  agoinst  the  religion  we 
*'  adopt.  Must  these  schools  have  no  higher  stan- 
"  dard  than  refined  heathenism  could  fuiiiish  i  .  .  . 
"  will  it  not  be  ill-timed  and  futile  to  urge  upon 
"  the  adult,  that  of  which,  during  all  the  years  Qf 
*"  his  early  training,  he  heard  nothing,  and  which 
*'  was  so  effectually  denied  or  ignored  in  th^  course 
*'  of  his  training,  that  he  would  not  have  known 
"  tljat  the  formation  of  hia  character  had  any  con- 
"  ceivable  dependence  on  such  an  influence." 

All  such  opinions — which  as  far  as  our  subject 
is  conc^ned  are  but  one  with  mine — can  surprise 
nobody,  even  had  it  never  been  previously  express- 
ed in  every  way.  A  reflecting  Christian  may  easily 
become  convinced  how  defective  and  undesirable  a 
system  of  educ«tion  is,  which  shuts  the  doors  of 
schools  against  religion,  both  for  teachers  and  pu- 
pils. The  result  must  necensaiily  be  fatal  to  the 
very  intellect  you  wish  to  develop.  The  child  is 
an  intelligent  being ;  his  su])ple  and  plastic  miud 
is  i)erfectly  adapteU  to  receive  any  teaching,  even 
in  the  most  incidental  mode.  A  wink,  a  smile,  a 
motion  of  the  head  or  of  the  lips,  anything  in  fact 
on  the  part  of  the  teacher  is  apt  to  produce  a  deep 
impression  on  the  mind  of  an  intelligent  child. 
What,  on  the  other  hand,  would  be  the  fatt!  of  the 
same  child,  if,  instead  of  even  an  indirect  teaching, 
he  observes  in  his  master  the  most  complete  re- 
serve or  the  most  entire  indifference  with  regard  to 
religion  J 

The  breath  of  the  Supreme  Intelligence  has  en- 
dowed the  children  of  men  with  '*  a  living  soul." 
Thskv  soul,  to  live  an  I  develop  itself,  requires  food, 
and  the  food  of  the  soul  is  the  "  teacching  of  tlte 
mystery  oj  God  the  Father,  and  of  Chnut  Je^us,  In 
toJuyni  are  hidden  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and 
knowledge." 

As  far  as  your  system  goes  you  deprive  the  young 
of  those  divine  treasures  of  knowledge  and  wisdom. 
You  shulj^heir  eyes  to  "  the  true  Uyht,  which  en- 
lijlhteneth  every  man  that  comet/t  into  the  world." 
l^ou   place   the   youthful   intellect  in  a  "  spiritual 
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vacniim,"  where  everything  Ih  darkneHs,  doubt,  iff- 
norance.  And  what  will  you  give  it  as  a  cony)en- 
Aation?  Human  knowledge.  Alas!  ^^  Jinf  ali  men 
07.3  vain  in  whoni  there  is  lot  the  knowledge  of  O'od." 
What  is  your  human  knowledge  or  secular  instruc- 
tion ?     Arithmetic,  history,  geography,  etc.,  etc 

Well,  let  us  try  the  U  aching  of  such  branches 
without  any  refeience  whatsoever  to  anything  reli- 
gious : 

Teaclier — What  is  Arithmetic? 

Pupil — The  science  of  numlwrs. 

T—  -Givf»  the  first  numbers. 

P. — One,  two,  three,  four,  live,  six,  etc. 

T. — Give  examples  of  the  use  of  numbers. 

P. — There  is  one  God,  there  are  two  testaments, 
the  are  three  personsinGod. 

T. — Mind  what  ybu  say,  my  child,  that  is  sec- 
tarian. 

P.  (disturbed) — There  are  three  sacraments. 

T. — Hush  !  that  also  is  sectarian. 
'    P.  (still  more  di.sturbed) — There  are  seven  sac  .  .  . 

T.  (hastily) — You  are  getting  confused,  my  child ; 
you  are  a  new  comer ;  you  have  received  sectarian 
instruction  ;  the  next  will  show   you   how   to  an 
Bwer. 

Another  pupil — There  is  one  horse  in  the  stable, 
there  are  two  buggies  in  the  shed,  three  eggs  in  my 
bosket. 

T. — That's  the  boy  that  understands  the  system. 
And  once  for  all  let  it  be  remembered  that  you  are 
in  a  "  non-8ect„:  ian"  school,  and  that  nothing  of 
religion  can  be  heard  within  these  walls 

(Apart) — Pcor  children  !  that's  the  tirst  blow  to 
their  faith. 

Yes,  many  a  Christian  became  an  intidel,  their 
faith  having  received  the  tii-st  blow  in  a  class  of 
arithmetic,  or  the  teaching  of  the  positive  sciences, 
which  seem,  at  tii-st  glance,  the  least  capable  of 
diverting  a  reasonable  being  from  the  knowledge 
and  Jove  of  God. 

Is  it  desirable  to  teach  history  without  the  men- 
tion of  God  1  **  In  the  beginning  God  created 
heaven  and  earth."  This  is  the  beginni%  and  the 
origin  of  all  histoiy.  What  will  the  teacher  do 
who  cannot  make   mention  of  the  Creator  of  all 
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thingK  ?     Feiti-iii>j;  to  he  KucUiriun,  his  (Muliurniss  merit 
will  increase  wIikii.  ooiniii^  to  iiiioth*;!'  |it*i'i««(i  of  tlio 

hititorv  of  the  hitiiiaii  niuo  litt  reads :  " the 

"an«i«l  siiid  to  thmii      .   .  .  Tiiis  day  is  honi  to  you 
*'a  S;ivi«>iu%  who  is  dlifist  the  Jjord." 

PU'j'iist*,  Mister  TeiiolitM-,  a  hoy  may  H.iy,  what 
i»  ail  aiigi.'l  1  What  in  a  Saviour  1  Why  Ciill  him 
Christ  i 

Ti'acher — Silence  !  this  Hchool  is  not  wictarian. 
I  liave  alivady  tohl  you  not  to  exj>»;ct  1  will  teacJ» 
you  relii^ion. 

Straiige,  <le|>loral>le  teaching  ot  history,  which 
will  luentiou  the  iulorahlo  nainu  of  (iod  with  the 
same  iuditlerence  as  tliat  of  Ju|>iti-r  ;  which  has  no 
more  ro  say  about,  the-  sweet  and  heloved  name  of 
Jesus,  true  son  of  ciie  Eternal,  tlmn  aiiout  tiiat  of 
Mars,  ticiicious  sun  of  the  imaginary  king  of  Olym- 
pus. 

Mow  hurtful  the.  teaching  of  history  h:ts  been 
without  the  help  of  revealed  truth  ! 

(iJioUHAFiiY  is  a  (l'sori|>tion  of  onr  glolw},  of  its 
inhabitMint-H  and  its  (noductioris.  To  be  complete, 
this  science  must  make  mention  of  tlie  origin  ot  the 
earth,  ef  the  formation  of  seas  an«l  rivers.  It  can- 
nt>t  lemain  silent  altout  the  lessons  wiiich  necessa- 
rily flow  from  the  study  of  the  vaiuety  of  the  (iro- 
ducts  we  admire.  (Ieiigra|>her8  cannot  be  tafi.sh»'«l 
with  tlie  mere  nu'Ulion  of  the  nann-s  of  diilerent 
nations.  They  must  descrilje  tlieir  moral  and  reli- 
gious condition.  Well,  all  this  is  impossible  on  a 
junt  ami  trui:  Htaiid-puiut,  unle.ss  the  Sj  rit  of  (iixi 
move  over  the  intelligence,  *.iii  ihow;  who  seek  such 
inforniiition,  as  He  iii  the  beginning,  move<l  on  the 
surfac"  of  the  dt'e|i,  from  which  lie  formed  uhut 
constitutes  the  priiK.i|ial  oltjict  ot  geography. 

The  undesirability  of  the  ^y.slt■nl  tiiat  excluth.«» 
v-iigion  (rom  its  teaching,  btMjomes  still  nioie  ap- 
paient  when  we  advanct;  in  our  studies.  Wit!  oui 
the  h«dp  impaited  tinough  divine  knowle<li;e.  nu;n 
may  partly  ac(|uire  what  they  call  .sci<>nce,  but  they 
Cannot.  h(;lp  having  false  atitl  nnt.-ns  iable.  nutiojis. 
Fronj  the  first  to  the  last  word  of  any  science  th»',ie 
is  room  for  «ii\ine  truth  and  revc'al<«l  le.tnan;'. 
Even  the,  verif  knuirUilije  ot  ihi'  al^ihafmt  is  con«lneive 
to  '(.'nder  ;uoi«*   cc'inprehen.sible  one  of   the    divine 
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«tkril)iitHs:  "f  am  \lpha  and  Ome>;a "  Man'' 
djiltlrcri  liavn  tiX|)t»rifuu;rt(l  ai  Hwoet  an  I  delicioim 
impi-KSHioii,  oil  Hniliii<r  out  that  tho  first  rHiuHii^ 
hvsson  ill  (Jmiik  iniy  \nA\>  tlujin  to  ackiiowlod^o 
Oo.l,  an  tliH  tii'sb  |)riiici(>lH  and  thH  last  end  of  evory- 
thinjT. 

To  ivniovo  all  objpcfcionH  wo  are  told  tliat  rell;Ljioii» 
iiiHtniotion  ou.;Iit  to  !>*)  givcin  in  tlu)  family  and  in 
'jhurch.  To  this  I  roply,  instiiKition  at  holn(^  oh- 
\>p.i'AiiVy  I'v  th'»*e  tnhd  attend  Hi'kool '\^  ofton  a  real 
iiMp.n.  :l)ii,*iy.  Asa  ruin,  tht^  |ml>lio  scliooU  are  in- 
S-rtrtdud  for  the  children  of  partints  who  aiM  not  in 
«'\'~i  ;i  .'irtl  j{ood  cirouinstiinoos.  Well,  in  such  fa- 
uiiUea,  _Qf.«Hrally  six^akinf^,  the  father  is  at  work 
from  inoiriii  ji^  to  ni<»ht.  Weary,  harassed,  it  can- 
not he  expi^eted  that  ho  will  have  tin>e — even  if 
Hutiioientiv  edncated — to  jjo  over  all  the  lessens 
jujiven  at  Hi;hool  dnrin«  tlie  (iay,  to  point  out  to  hi» 
children  the  reltsious  teachiiif^s  which,  naturafli/, 
rniiM  iKuutniptttiff  and  dim't  suoh  lessons.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  i^ooil  mother,  up  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, having  hardiv  time  to  breathe  before  the  child- 
ren leave  for  school,  busy  as  she  is  with  all  her 
household  duties,  has  little  leisure  at  her  command. 
The  fact  is  that  manv  children  come  late  to  school 
just  Iwcjiuse  their  mothers  had  not  time  to  get  them 
ready.  Let  us  remeinl)er,  the  schools  we  speak  of 
are  seldom  for  the  children  of  the  rich,  but  for  those 
of  the  main  body  of  the  people,  farmers,  mechanics, 
laborers  etc.  These  classes  are  as  fond  as  any  other 
of  theit  children,  and  as  anxious  to  givi;  them  a 
good  edu&ition,  and  to  prepare  them  for  the  stinig- 
gles  of  life.  But  we  must  admit  that  said  classes 
have  not  the  same  means  as  others  to  secure  their 
children  complete  religious  instruction.  If  the 
school  l>e  Christian  it  will  help  the  parents  to  per- 
form their  duty  and  to  do  ju.stice  to  those  they  love 
so  tenderly.  If  you  deprive  parents  of  this  reliance 
you  embitter  their  existence  more  and  mon»,  while 
adding  to  their  many  trials.  Who  is  not  aware 
of  the  anxiousness  ex|>erienced  by  a  good  christian 
mother,  when  she  believes  that  her  children  are  ex- 
posed to  |)ernicious  influence  i  Even  the  fear  of 
bad  company  often  determines  p«irents  to  keep  their 
children  at  home,  and  thousands  of  men  have  l>eeii 


7» 

Ixiprivod  of  ji!!  Hort  ((f  s«^cul!ir  iD.stniction  for  thai 
very  j-cjison.  (Jive  tliiw  fVclin^^  tlionnine  yon  oliO(i.s<% 
lor  my  pai'f,  I  tliiuk  miy  n-itl  coiiscicntionH  convic- 
tion is  <'ntitl(?il  to  r«i;;ai'l,  anil  F  m'sjm-cI  it. 

IJn  loiiltti'illv  it  iw  (III'  (Intv  ot  i):ir(>nt.s  to  attcnil 
|K!rson  illy  to  t|j»'  rt'lij^iouH  instr<i(;tion  ot"  tliciir  child- 
ren. I»nt  t'vcii  sn|i|»o.sin<i  tht'y  do  hh,  I  say  that  it 
IN  not  (h-siial:h>  that  Kin-h  instrnction  Ih>  rontint'd  to 
th»'  |»at(Mn.al  roof.  It  ninst  cx.imhI  to  thr  school, 
otht'rwiKc  iImi  tcachin'^  in  tln^  family  wotild  s<n»n  !•»? 
lookt'd  npon  hy  childiiMi  ms  m  thitii;  to  tx*  h't't  at 
home  and  of  no  n.sr  ♦•l.st'wiunc.  They  wouhl  not 
hold  snch  t('a(:hin!.f  in  the  Hame  rstfM'm.  IndiU'cn'mM) 
at  first,  and  i-ontiMujit  soon  after,  would  he  tlii-  in- 
evitahle  resnit  of  tin*  contest  W'tween  tin;  donn'stic 
and  Holioo!  teacliin;^.  'I'he  c'  $  iii.st  look  n|)ou 
those  who  edncate  him  as  \\>'.  mia  .ans  sehn'ted  Ky 
the  love  of  |tareiits  for  his  a  -  Mit:  :  .  Teachers,  Ut 
Kncce((d,  need  to  ca|M,i\af  'n  Miti'ntioii  and  evM-u 
the  alfecticm  of  tlnrii  |»ujii(s.  i  he  l.itter  mnst  ho 
•  Miahled  to  imtitre  in  llnir  'cacli<.'rs  not  only  li!arnin;{ 
l»nt  also  virtne,  othejw'  h  j  will  (U'spise  theni 
and  evt'u  tlieiriniprovMnn'ut  in  their  siiidi(!s  will 
he  hindered. 

Il.it  how  (;an  a  christian  cliild  whose  reli^tous 
instrnction  is  well  atteu.led  lo  at  home,  r«*^ard  with 
respect  and  conlideticc^  the  t(Mcher  who  secMiis  to 
i;j;nore  ;*\er\  thinijj  a'tunt  reli;i;ion  \  T  hssotis  of 
th'-  fath(M-  aii<i  the  niotlier  ou,dit  ((»  li  rohorated 

hy  the  hssons  of  the?  person  to  wimm  iliev  entrnst 
the  tuition  of  t.heir  child,  othei-wis.-  the  lessons  of 
parens  will  turn  to  nau.dii,  or  he  at  least  sin^^idar- 
\y  (hmiiiislicd.  A  tatji-'r  will  i,e||  his  H;»n  to  re- 
niemhi-r  that  do  I  is  «-vt'iy  wln-re,  that  we  shoidd 
walk  in  His  prs"<en«'< ,  and  w<nk  under  ffis  4livino 
<'Ve.  iu  order  to  pi '.isc  lilm  an  I  seiMire  his  help. 
I>nt  if,  on  arri\ino  at  scliool.  (I.)d  must  he  left  at 
th  •  doiu',  and  the  iiHe!I''<-,L  not  to  he  Imsied  about 
His  iemenilir;inci',  i  h"  Ktion-jji'st  motive  for  the 
child  to  study  Mild  li-li.tV''  v\ei!,  <lis«ppi'ars.  H;<  lie- 
comes  uncOM.seious  of  tl.e  vvaiit  of  divine  assist;nn;e. 
In  fa'!t  the  mtst  mnm-s'  <•  m  I'tdictioii  prevails  in 
the  mind.  ('Iiihlren  tliiri!  more  (leeply  than  jieople 
generally  hrlieve.  Tee  eot;ira'<t  h"twe(»n  the  (h)- 
ni/slic    heartii    and    that   of  hcieuce,    hetweeii    th« 
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lessons  of  |)-»r(Mits  atid  of  tin  ir  n^itfcst'iitativcH,  pnK 
diici'S  a  vt'iy  liiiiirt'iil  itii|ir*>HsiuM  oil  iId'  iiiiiidH  of 
youth.-  If  a  cliilti  is  viitiioos  ami  well  iiuliiicd  liir 
will  of  coiiisi'  prcfrr  doiitcstii;  tfaiiiiiii;,  luit  if  li«  i» 
iin|M<(nons  aii*l  of  a  iiatuif  dinii-iilf.  to  cond-ol.  lut 
will  easily  piil.  aside  tlie  inculealioiis  of  reli^ioiiH 
triiiiiii^  and  aim  solely  at,  pleasiiiLT  liiiii.self.  i>iit, 
in  all  (Mse>,  lie  will  l»e  less  htndioiiK,  less  resjH'ett'id 
to  his  teacher,  less  dutiriil  to  his  parents,  and  Iosh 
many  of  tli(>  (|nalities  lhat;.^ra(!e  the  ;,'ood  pupil  iin<t 
the  yiHMi;.;  clii  i.»tian.  i'iXpii'i.'nee,  and  tlu^  veiy  na- 
tun>  of  the  hiiuiitn  lieai't,  pro\e  thatsueli  is  thtMin- 
avoidaMe  result  of  the  lioa'ited  system. 

nndei-th(;  eliiislian  system  the  religious  teach- 
ing ;;;iv(M,  at  hoinc^  is  slreii^^thened  ut.  school  ;  tliH 
duties  pi'oclaiuM'd  l»v  thu  father  are  ext(»llc«l  hy  tlio 
teacher,  nil  those  wiio  have  any  inliiience  over  thu 
intellect  and  lii-art,  of  the  yoini;,'.  ajirtM'  atnoni;  thein- 
Kclvcsand  assist  each  other,  the  lessons  are  much 
more  etlicacitxis,  the  impi'^'ssions  more  lastiuL',  iin»l 
theidtimate  rest  It  ineomparaldy  moi-e  satisfactory, 
Tlie  pupils  are  more  earnest  in  tlnnr  studies,  li»«liavt? 
themselves  l)etter,  people  have  wjiat  they  ask  for  ; 
EnrcATlDN.  That  is  to  sav.  tin*  hrinyins'  forth  all 
tilt!  moral  and  intellectual  faculties  of  the  child  for 
its  own  Ix'nctit,  and  di'velopiii^  the  good  disposi- 
tions of  the  youn^  with  advantaji;e. 

The  {j[r<»ite8t  misfortune  of  (hose  who  stutly  is 
when  their  studies  drtw  them  from  Ood  and  tVout 
faith.  ISuch  an  awful  result  is  uiilortiinately  of  too 
frcipu-nt  occurrence  tlnaigh  it  on;;ht  to  lie  a\oided. 
For,  as  it  has  l)een  very  properly  said  liy  a  grt  at 
genius:  "If  a  little  science  thaws  fiom  (idd,  mueli 
Rcience  l)rh)<'s  hiu-k  to  Him."  •  The  hal'it  of  study- 
inj{  without  reference  to  (}ed  lias  dcct  i\  ctl  many 
mi-n  of  mature  yeais  ;  the  deplorable  result  is  much 
nioie  to  be  dreaded  for  ungual  (led  youth.  Catho- 
lics aie  justly  alarmed  at  the  ju'ieat  nunilier  of  iu- 
tidels  "turned  out"  by  certain  pul»llc  schools.        ■>' 

With  too  many  laos,  reli«;ious  instrclion  is  1  avdly 
good  enough  for  yciing  children,  nothiufi' of  tl,e 
kind  being  found  in  schools.  And  tlu!  kcIiooI  beiiig 
tin'  house  of  learning,  these  lads  believe  themseives 
"tlie  Icarind."  So,  in  the  estimati(in  of  maiiy, 
jeligioii  and  learning  are  no  longer  the  ius-eparald'.j 
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jju'nl<»  of  till'  soul,  Itiil  Iui\<(  l>fcoiii»'  inT(nii(;il)il)lrt 
4'iiciiiifs  ;  Hiiil  iiH  tlic  ^'oiiii<;  iiiiii)  hccM  ill  kiiovv  Inl^o 
tlHniM'iiiiH  of  iiDikiiit;  his  way  tlii(>ii;jli  lilc.  nlii^ion 
ticniiiii'H,  in  liis  cstiiiiation,  tm  iiii|M>ilitiii  iil  to  siu; 
■ci'Hs  mill  uiiilrhiiiil'lf  l)ii;.'^;riif,'i',  Siicli  me  ilii?  fimi>< 
of  tlic  NysU'iii  in  iiHilf, 

Now,  sonii'  oni'  will  huv  :  Snrji  is  not  iIh-  ciiso  ; 
1  vviis  cilnrati-d  in  conniion  sriiools,  itml  I  mn  hh 
r<-li;;iou.s  tiH  iiny,  and  in  fuct  nioii-  tiiiin  niiiny  tlmk 
wen*  ti'iiincd  in  l)rii)  niiitiitionul  SiIiooIk.  So  nnicli 
the  l.i'Mrr  if  yoil  form  tlir  lui|i]iy  <'Xc<'|ition.  I  do 
not  Mr<(U('  on  «'.\cc|»tioiiK  Ixit  «  n  tlic  luif,  nnd  tlirio 
Hir  I'XtTjitions  to  rvciy  inlc.  lit-sidcs,  oltsci  vr», 
])li'iiK(',  that  1  do  not  even  ai'<;iio  )t|>.lill^t  Coinnioii 
ov  Public  Scliools:.  as  siudi  ;  I  nit  iiicfly  aj^jiinst 
Kclioojs  lM'in<.'  cidled  and  jpicitciidin^  to  I'l'  "  noii- 
«i'(!ti  rian."  Is'o  donht-  an<l  I  liaMi  already  rstal)- 
lisJH'd  till'  (HCt  —  that  in  many  instanccH  a  ;,n'<'at  d<  al 
of  ri-ligiouH  inKtr.iction  iH  impai-ird  in  (^onnnon  or 
Pultlie  t^cliools  ;  ex  iih-iitly  tlif  strcngdi  of  my  ar- 
gument is  not  with  tliosi-  last  scIh  oLs,  which  aie  in 
fat-t  what  I  wish  every  sclioi  1  to  In*,  viz.,  institu- 
tions to  secure  reli;,dous  nistructiuii  aloii^'  with  thu 
kiiowledi^e  of  seeidiir  hianches. 

An  nnmistakahie  proof  of  the  undesiiahility  of 
<»(lucation  witix  '.t  reli<,dous  instruction,  is  the  fact 
that  a/f  iitlih'.ls  of  fVi'i'if  sIhijm;,  imme  (iiid  color,  all 
t)ilncre/uifx  oj'  fveri/  triOf.  ainl  coinifrij,  ar<?  zr.Ai.oi'S 
iMtoMOTKKSof  th(^  system,  and  rej^Mrd  it  as  the  only 
way  to  s<'cur(!  in  time  the  nepition  of  all  ieli;.'i(>n. 
And,  strange  to  cb^'erve,  in  many  inslaiices  ilrse 
very  supporters  of  the  scheme  send  their  own  chil- 
dren, nsp(!cially  their  dautrhters,  to  religious  insti 
tutions,  lightly  judging  that  they  will  not  oiihj  be 
Wf'li  ei/iicdtfidf  Imt  that  f/iflr  morals  will  bo  sate- 
giiarded  under  the  prot(!ction  of  leliyfou.  A  man 
may  be  a  j)ractical  infidel  himsxdf,  but  there  are 
few,  if  any,  who  like  to  se(i  their  daughters  l)rought 
np  tinder  Godless  tuition. 

The  church  is  undoubtedly  a  jtlace  of  religioua 
instruction  ;  Imt  a  cliild  will  have  but  very  ineair»"e 
teaching  if  he  receives  no  otlier.  It  is  well  known 
that  Sunday  schools  cannot  give  complete  religious 
instru'-tion,  and  that  they  aie  but  little  attended, 
if  at  i  11,  by  those  who  are  in  greater  want  of  them, 
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notw  itIisliiiHliiiy  til)' t'liilfiivoiH,    ill  inany  iiiHtdiiros, 

of  Wotll    pillTlltM   llllll    ttllcllflH   lU  M)'li)l   r||il|l|<'ll   tllCH*. 

Prntcliint.'  IN  Ix'ttrr  adiipttil  tn  luliilts  tliiiii  to  cliil 
(li-)-ii.  llllll  caiiiiot  n-|)ltic('  tlid  iiiciilt'iitiil  iiihtnictiini 
w)ii(;li  limy  It"  ;:iv<  n  ill  m-IkioI  NNJllioiit  (Hurt  mh 
witlioiit  (Miiitciitioii  ;  Mini  v\lii(li  tiiiiis  its  i  utnnil 
jiliicf  1)11  the  li|)S  llllll  ill  lilt'  iniiiiiit'ih  (>f'ii  ( 'lii  iht  inn 
tcm-lici-  :  ill  till-  <'\;ili|iati(iii  jLiivcn,  niiil  wliirli  |i('iie- 
trat<\s  UH.w  caNiiy  into  the  initiil  ui  tlic  cliiM,  Im<- 
caiiM*  it  is  llllll  r  tn  (jiU'iit  and  ill  accoKlaiirr  with 
its  iiii'iitiil  aiUiiiicciin'iit.  Witlioiit  In-ill^  tilt,  this 
kind  of  iiistnu'tioii  •  stalilishcs  in  tin- hoiil  of  tho 
child  di'pcii'lt'iice  of  I'vcrt liiii;.'  on  (Jod,  and  con- 
xiiict's  liini  of  iho  iiti-cssity  to  h)i\('  religion  i'Mtv- 
vhiTi'.  CoiiH  <|iiciitly  I't  iidns  him  ni«)i(>  iiiuiid 
rnon*  honest,  more  of  all  he  should  he,  not.  only  at 
home  and  ilurin^'  divine  sd  vice,  hut  in  all  ciicum- 
fitanees  of  life.  K\eiyv\heie  he  will  make  nse  of 
the  knoNvhdt'e  he  has  ae(|iiii<Ml  in  school.  Other- 
vise,  ieli;.'ion  would  seem  as  if  wrajipid  iifiwitli  the 
Sunday  die^s,  and  |»nt  aside  for  tlio  week,  as  of  no 
iis«»  exc«'nt  when  ;i:oini;  to  (•iiiinli. 

(>f  all  the  ai'ijiinients  against  tlmse  who  oppose 
the  system,  the  followin;^  is,  in  my  estimation,  th(! 
veakest  :  "The  plea  of  con^ci<  iite  sometimes  nrj;- 
**  ed  iipiinst  noiiM'etarian  schools  is  falhu  ions 
"  since  such  schools  only  fail  liy  di-foct  to  d  aih  ri'- 
"  li>;ion."  This  is  exactly  the  point,  and  the  very 
reason  that  shows  how  nndesirahle  the  systi-ni  is. 
Biich  s<'hools  "faility  tiefcct  to  teach"  the  thinj^ 
most  indispensahle,  and  sneli  defect  is  so  fatal,  that 
liotliing  can  lemedy  it.  The  (h.f'crt  to  tench  triad 
ovijlit  to  be  f<ri((fht—ns  the  solo  sure  •i;nide  of  any  ac- 
qnirement — is  precisely  the  jiistitication  of  all  the 
opposition  made  a;,'ainst  the  system,  and  the  jaoof 
of  its  nndesiraliility. 

A  few  conqiarisons  miiy  show  the  weiyht  of  the 
argument.  Darkness  oit/i/  faih  bif  deject  to  give 
light,  still  no  one  thinks  it  is  hriylit,  Staivatiou 
onli//ails  hjf  deject  to  give  food,  still  no  one  e^t('em8 
its  nouiishing.  Light  clothing,  during  winter,  oidi/ 
faih  by  di'fe.ct  to  keep  warm,  stiil  people  can  safely 
»Miy  the  dress  is  cold, 

Sujtpose  a  man  in  a  state  of  starvation  and  ex- 
posed to   freeze  to  death   on  a  dark  night.     Do  you 


think  yoii  coiilil  save,  lid))  or  HatiHly  him  hy  stnic- 
wily  Hiiyiii^':  *'  I)(m't  (**)iii|>litiii,  my  IVit-iitl,  i/mt  ,,nfff 
Jail  hii  ih'/iit  U)  liavc  ImhI,  liuht  uinl  chitliiiiL'.  1 1  tin 
j^rruill  "notint,«'r|K)s<'ol>sta(;l»'ts"tny(nirH|i|t''titi'  wht'ii 
^'ttii  will  h'ivt' tlit>  chaiUMi  of  H  meal.  hai  l<lit'.-<N  \^ill 
n'st  your  ^yvs  uiiil  i»i»'|mu<'  them  t«)  ••njuy  li;,'lit  Kx- 
posiin*  will  make  yoii  pii/c  the  cDiiilbrt  ut'  warm 
clotliin;,'.      So  don't  Im  nutasy." 

And  to  say  that  thiH  ih  t,'\uc-tly  himilar  to  what 
W<'  arc  told  altoul  r4'li<;it)iiK  in.strnc-tion  in  scliool.^  ! 
Wliiitt  Much  instrut'tion  is  un(|iicstional)ly  tli«>  |iiiicst 
Hnd  Itri^ditrst  li^lit  of  tlitt  iiitdlt'ot,  tln'  true  anil 
wliolcsointi  food  of  the  licai  I,  and  iIk^  divino  nuintlo 
w'liii-li  priitocts  tint  kuiiI  aifninHf  tlit>  coid  wind  of 
indilltMcncH',  and  the  fvi-f/iii'^  Must  of  intididity,  both 
Ittadin;;  to  «^tcrnul  dtiitli. 

<  Ml  what  j^ronnd  fan  any  ono  expect  to  satisfy 
eanu-st  cli  ihlianH  bv  tlm  nttcranct-,  our  "  ki'Iu)oIs 
only  fail  l)y  dcfiH-'t  to  t(M(;li  r»'li<^ion." 

iSuuli  an  ar^UMUMit  nMninds  nu;  of  what  happened 
in  the  Hmall  tow.u  of  AtheopoliH  niar  one  of  the 
liumeroiiH  Devil's  Jiakes  of  the  Western  [States, 
people  tliere  d»'cided  on  biiiMin^  a  new  sehool- 
Louse.  JiiHt  in  the  heart  of  the  town  there  was  a 
8li«(htly  elevated  jtoint  snrroundeil  with  all  sort  ot 
attractions.  The  summit  Was  planted  with  bttanti- 
fnl  I lees,  a  delicious  stream  bathed  the  fooc  of  the 
Iiill,  pleasaiiily  cooling  the  atnio.sphen?  duriii<^  sum- 
mer, and  used  as  skatin;{  rink  during  winter.  The 
gentle  slo|)0  of  the  hill  aiitl  hi;<;li  i-ocks  in  the  r(;ar, 
Beenied  to  utiir  every  facility  forgynniuwtic  exercise. 
A  better  site  for  a  school  liou.s«!  could  not  be  ima- 
j;ined,  and  it  was  secured  by  tiie  unanimous  vot»»of 
all  the  rate-payers  of  the  locality.  The  trusteea 
accepted  a  tender  of  an  architect  of  gieat  renown. 
Nothing  was  sj)ai'ed  to  have  a  lirst  class  estal)lish- 
iiient.  A  tine  largt;  house  was  erected.  The  laws 
of  acoustics  jnado  all  the  apartments  .sonorous,  with- 
out excess,  ami  deadened  all  outside  noLse.  The 
most  leuruud  dioptrics  disposed  the  lights  in  a  way 
to  rendei  it  abundant,  pleasjint  KUii  ii'diurtful. 
Patented  desks  of  the  best  style,  ^'erc  ordeiedfruui 
Philadelphia.  Globes,  uui{)s,  and  all  applianc  .s  to 
impart  learning,  were  provided,  ;it  great  exj>i.:R, 
and  u  first  clauH  teacher   eiigugi^d  at  a  laige   ijuiui)^. 
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Th*'  wliolf  |)0])iili'tioii,  piiirnts  a  id]  cliiMi-cn  wrro 
really  enlliiisiastii',  the  nt'w  scliool  lioiisr  wjis  the 
topic  of"  the  'lay,  anil  <^v<'i'y  <»ii('  lt»ii<.'f(|  to  s(M'  it  o|u'n. 
The  architert,  imt  ronteiit  with,  the  praise  ivcciveil 
from  all  nnniiKl  hint,  wuh  |iroiii||yilra\viii^  att)  iition 
to  a  certain  apj)aratns  he  styled  the  '' hrst  s.</sl<'ni  of 
vcntilathm"  and  of  his  own  invention.  It  seiv«'<l, 
at  the  while,  as  an  ornann-nt  and  a  sort  of  cupoljV 
on  the  top  of  tin*  Imildin;;,  eonininnicMted  uiih  all 
the  apartnientH  and  was  set  at  work  l»\  tiiew«'i^'|it  of 
those  atten(lin«;  s(;liool.  Kvery  one  was  sei/ed  with 
H(hnii-aiit)n.  An  old  architect  \\  ho  had  ^reab 
experience  and  Niicce.ss  in  the  ere(!tion  ol'lar^i'  edu- 
cational estaitlishnients,  was  the  only  one  who  dared 
to  express  a  doul»t  us  to  the  titnt-ss  of  the  stiui-tnre. 
On  the  <lay  appointed  by  the  trustees,  the  school 
oj)ened,  and  it  was  a  real  day  of  joy. 

The  whole  proved  satisfactory,  and  accordini;  to 
expectation,  foi  awhile  lltil  winter  st  t  in.  Doors 
and  windows  had  to  he  closed,  and  a  veiy  nii]>lea- 
Bant  chaiiye  followed.  Children,  as  well  as  master. 
became  uneasy.  A  certain  dullness  was  nutice.ihle 
with  most  of  those  attendin;,'  s«'Ihmi1.  Parents  l>e- 
gan  to  he  appr»'hensive  aliour.  thesynn»fonis  of  weak- 
rstiss  observed  in  their  children.  Jn  the  middle  of 
winter  the  thinrr  <rot  woise.  riithisic,  dyspepsia, 
diphtheria  and  many  other  diseases  which  had  n*  ver 
been  known  amnnjj;  the  children  of  the  place  he<;an 
to   spread    I'apidly.      Medical    men  ware    consultfd, 


but  th(  V  ciaild    not  ascertain  the  cause  of    tl 


n'  evi 


Finally  a  commission  was  apjxiiuted  to  make  clu  e 
oiiservatioiis.  The  commissioners  repaired  to  tho 
Rohool.  calU-d    pan'iits  and    children  and    lu'i^an  the 


empiiry, 


Ihit  to   their  »neat    asionishinent,    tliev 


themselves,  soon  l>e^an  to  te«  I  weak  and  sick.  The 
whole  was  found  to  procceil  lioni  the  scaiviiy  of  at- 
mospheric air.  At  last  they  discovei'td  th;it  the 
fannms  reiifi/dtor  whs  notlmn;  hut  an.  AlK-Pr'iii', 
which  was  the  liarder  at  wink  as  (hose  pio-.eiit  he- 
came  more  numerous,  ft.r  it  was  moved  by  the  very 


weight  of  their  hoilies. 


The  d 


oors  and  w  indows  were  immei 


liatel 


V'M 


)enet 


to  save  the  l.iri;e  jiatheiin!.'  from  sullocation.  The 
discovery  slirfhil  the  peoole  ol  the  town,  they  be- 
came   as    much  a;rainst  the     aichittct    as  thev    had 
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avorc'd  him  in  tlu;  l.ojrinnin;,'.  M.mv  panrntH  sued 
liMii  l)fr<.n.  aiiiiijiisiiate  as  liaviiij,'  (lour  so  iimch 
lianii  to  tlu^ir  diiMren.  Tin- poor  man  conld  nob 
d.^i.y  tlu.    f-u't,  it    was  of   puMie     nutoii<-tv,  Imt  ho 


''j>n,w  au<l  tnwhja-tlon.ibfe,  as  the  school  won/, I  only 
^'*  hill  hji  >hj\'vl^  to  hare  ah;  bat,  at  aH  e.ixnts,  be  free 
*\fro)u  all  noxious  raj/ors." 


Snchjstho  whole'  system  of  imclirisHaniMluca- 
tioii.  T"nvoi,l  soiiK^of  th.!  tiiousand  miw'iioH  in- 
licicnt-  to  human  natnn-,  and  iinavoidaMc  n\n\w  M\y 
ciicumstunc.-H,  tin-  system  adopts  th-  most  <leph)i-- 
ahle  eonnt<Tpai-t,  in  cMiconrajrincr  tuition  that  falU 
hijdetert  toteAich  i\w.  only  remedy  »o  linnian  miseiy, 
an.l  may  he  justly  t.-i-med  a  m\%\^{  jaa'amaliv  e.vijine, 
by  means  ol  whirl,,  nil  the  religious  <li>position8  of 
cliiMreu  may  he  exhausted  from  their  hearts. 
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4»,THE    NOX-SKCrrARIAN     HCUIOOL    SYSTEM     Iff 
NOT  DKSIKRD. 

Tills  liust  iiiHi'iiiiitioii  niiiy  m^om  (^xtraonliiuiry, 
HU«1  jK'iffctly  f^ioiiinllt'ss  on  the  |»iii't  of  oiin  wl)«> 
oppusi's  the  ilf'sire  (^xprt'ssod  to  CHtaUlish  tin;  syHtcia 
in  M.initoliii.  So  T  Ix'^  of  tlio  iunhIim*  not  to  j^ct 
under  tlic  iinprcssioii  that  I  pretend  to  ij^U'iiv,  tliat 
H  ceitain  niiintier  of  th(^  inhabitants  of  the  Pro- 
vini'e  hav*'  eXj»re.ssed  their  syni|>iithy  for  the  sys- 
tem, nor  that  [  overhxtk  tlieir  opinions.  J^nt  I 
wish  to  point  ont  in  tliis  ninnUer  th(^  reiu^ons  whi(d) 
prove  that  the  system  is  so  litthi  patronized  and 
meets  witli  so  much  opposition,  that  we  may  j'lstly 
«ay — in  a  ;,'eneral  way — tliat  it  is  not  desirt'd.  To 
Hiipport  wdiat  f  iiere  advance,  I  nnist  naturally  <'X- 
ti'nd  my  oltserva.ions  outsider  of  certain  localities^ 
and  also  of  classes  of  indiviiluals,  i-ven  were  they 
numerous. 

I  am  satisli^'d  that  our  yonuir  Province,  wliile 
animated  with  the  just  desir  •  to  work  for  itself,  ha» 
not  sueii  pretension  to  snperioi'itv  as  to  helieve  that 
it  can  receive  no  lesson  from  I'lsewhere.  Yonni' 
conntri(>s,  us  \v«  II  as  yoiini^  men,  need  to  stmly  and 
to  know  what  has  lieen  done  liy  their  ehlors,  to  hi- 
netit  Itv  tlu'ir  exiM-rience. 

The  (puistion  of  etluwition  is  so  important,  that 
it  would  Ite  folly  to  voluntarily  ignore  the  past,  in 
order  t()  jud,<,'(f  what  ou<rht  to  d  >Me  or  avoided  in 
future.  S'.pi-rlioial  men  alone  <lispose  wiih  de- 
ploral)le  faciliiy  of  an  opinion  (H)iitrary  to  their 
own  :  while  nien  of  learnin;:  and  s<'iise  always 
wt'ij^h  with  calm  con.-ideiai  ion  tluMipinions  of  othe/s 
l)efoi(>  reiMhliatin;^  tliem. 

I  address  serious  minds,  ami  they,  I  ain  i^\\\>\ 
will  not  iind  Caidt  with  lU"  for  ^oinj^  as  fai'  as  po  - 
«il)h',  with  re;,'artl  to  disanee  aiid  tune,  to  ascer- 
tain, if  in  reality,  tin;  Si^heme  I  oppo>e  is  desired. 
Therefore,  to  show  that  the  imme'ns<'  nnijtn  i;y  of 
those  who  have  dealt  with  tlie  ipu^stion  of  tdnea- 
tion  have  manifested    no    desire  for   th«'   system,   I 
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will  briofty  exiiniinft  wimt  has  lienn  tlionjsjht  of  it 
Iriv  those  of  the  ditf«nt)nt  |>f'r8naHioiiR  that  profofM 
CliristiKniHni  :  how  it  Htaiidn  in  vKiiou.s  OhrJRtian 
coittitrieH  ;  and  add  a  few  rernarkN  on  the  suliject 
with  regard  to  the  Dominion,  withont  excepting; 
our  younv;  Province  of  Munitolia. 

Havin;;  to  mention  the  views  of  OhriHtians,  I 
will  follow  chronological  onh^r,  and,  coiiHeijnently, 
beg'n  hy  (Jutholics,  ft  cannot  he  denied  that  they 
ui'o  the  oldest  as  well  an  the  most  nninerouH  of  all 
OlH'iHtian  denominations  ;  I  will  even  say  the  one 
whicli  Idih  given  most  edncation.  I  know  this  in 
saying  a  goo  1  deal  ;  Still  it  is  tho  least  that  can  hfl 
«aid  to  \h-,  tru'^  to  facts  and  to  history.  Now-a-days 
every  one  knows  the  opinion  (/atholics  have  always 
bad  concerning  religions  instinction  in  sohoolH.  Its 
neces*?ity  is  for  them  a  l»«lief  in  which  they  all 
unite,  iiiid  it  may  l»e  safely  said  that  there  is  not 
«ven  one  ainfnigst  them  who  df^rtires  the  establish- 
nn'Ut  of  a  school  system  withont  religions  t^^ching. 
Not  only  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  and  his  thouHart'l 
Brother  Bishops  i*npndiat(!  the  idea  of  snch  (each 
ing,  bitt  the  clergv'  of  all  othtff  orders,  as  well  aS 
every  layman,  have  but  one  (»piriioii,  and  thcn-e  are 
not  t*iro  convictions  s.inong'(Iai  holies  on  the  point. 
They  who  |M'etend  "  that  thei'ft  are  thousands  of 
•trict  C  it  holies  who  ai«  ativocates  of"  the  "  ncn» 
Sectarian  system,"  do  not  know  what  a  strict  ('a- 
tholic  i.4,  no  niori^  than  tliev  know  what  ('atli<>li<;s 
co{tsi<leras  "  filUuions"  or  not.  It  wmild  Ih;  a  vaii^ 
effort  to  search  for  one  single  Hiwere  and  edmuUed 
Ciiholic  that  would  advi)cate  the  system.  All 
Oitliolics,  of  whatsoever  rank  or  condition  in  Ku- 
rop«,  Asia  and  Afiica',  as  well  as  those  ol  Oceauica 
and  America,  reject  it.  There  is  iu  this  verv  fact 
BuHici'^nt  matter  for  reflection,  and,  at  lea.Mt,  thft 
proof  of  an  opinion  of  some  weight.  They  who  lay 
so  much  stress  on  the  supremacy  of  numbers,  ou'^ht 
to  Hnd  in  this  an  argument  at/ainst  the  sysf':in, 
because  Catholic?  aie  not  only  the  most  numei-ous 
of  Ctiristian  denominations,  but  they  alone  nuinl)or 
more  than  all  other  ChristiHU  denominatiomi  toge- 
ther. Moreovt*r,  in  this  instance,  the  weight  of 
the  "  argument  of  numbei-s"  is  incnianed  hy  the 
weight  01*  the  "  arg\iment  ot  time."     I  will  surprise 


nobody  by  .stating   that  the  Catliolic  Church   is  a» 
ancient  as  ChriHtianity  ;  consequently,  that    it  ha» 
dealt  with    every  century  through  the  whole  Chris- 
tian era.     'J'he  experience  of  nineteen  centuries  is- 
ROtnething  in  the  estimation  of  thinkin*;;  men  ;  and 
the  unanimous  conviction  which    prevails   thiOU;j;b 
the  whole  Catholic    body  in    ]'^~i,  with    regard  to- 
the  necessity  of  religious  instruction  for  youth  in 
school,  has  prevailed    during  the  eighteen  hnndred 
years  which  Christian  history  allows  us  to  compute. 
I  know  that  the  number  of  men  »?«d  the  number 
of  years  a-e  not  always,  and  in  all  m.  .tters,  a  ciite- 
rion  of  certitude ;  but,    to  ascertain  a  fact,   such 
ntimbers    have   always  great  weight.      When   mil- 
lions  and    millions   of   Christians  are  unanimous, 
during  eighteen  centuries,  in  lepudiating  a  system, 
it  surely  ^)ioves,  at  least,   that  such  a  system  is  not 
desired.     Any  one  anxious  to  frame  a  plan  of  edu- 
cation   suitable   for  Christian  youth,  in  a  Christian 
country,    cannot  wisely  consider   such   a  fact  as  of 
no    importance.     It   is  well  known   how  far  jireju- 
dice  and   ill-will  can   mislead,   but    there  are  facta- 
wliich  necessarily  command   attention.     And    that 
of  the  unanimity  and  |)erseverance  of  Catholics,  in 
not   desiring   schools    that   fail  by  defect   to  teach 
religion,  is  worthy  of  the  most  serious  consideration 
of  those  who   prepare  schemes    they  intend  for  Ca- 
tholics as  well  as  for  others. 

The  nuniber  of  men  as  well  as  of  years  is  not  the^ 

only  reason  that  gives  weight  to  the   Catholic  iilea 

on  tlie  sul)ject.  Even — swithout  taking  into  consi- 
deiatiou  what  is  most  precious  to  C'atliolics  them- 
selves, and  viewing  merely  what  any  renaonable 
man  cannot  refuse  to  admit  -that  body,  with  re- 
gard nuu'»ly  to  the  number  of  its  members  and  to 
the  nuiuber  of  centuries  through  \vhii;li  it  has  ex- 
isted, has  necessarily  greaiei  experience  than  any 
other  concerning  education.  Pagan  Rome  su' 'Un- 
gated the  world  witlH)ut  educating  it.  Cinistian 
Rome  made  the  noMe-st  of  conquests  l)y  the  educa- 
tion of  the  worM.  Lombards,  Kr-inks,  Saxons, 
Britons,  Colts,  and  so  ntauy  other  liarbarous  nation* 
became  the  most  civili/ed  of  the  world  in  the  Chris- 
tian schools  established  by  Christian  Rome. 
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When  implanted  in  Italy,  Gaul,  Great  Britain, 
•Germany,  and  elsewhere,  Catholicity  founded 
schools,  acadcMuiea,  colleges  and  universities,  and 
formed  the  legions  of  heroes,  of  naints, and  of  scholars, 
that  have  thrown  so  much  lustre  on  civilixed  Eu- 
rope during  tifteen  centuries,  and  of  whom  so  many 
thousands  elicit  the  just  admiration  of  all  truly 
learned  men  of  the  present  age.  Yes,  legions  of 
^reat  men,  in  all  branches,  received  their  edu- 
cation in  the  Christian  schools  of  the  time.  There- 
fore Catholicism,  which,  duiing  the  above  periotl, 
was  the  only  religion  of  Kurope,  has  a  right  to 
claim  experience  in  educational  training.  Such  ex- 
perience, joined  to  the  nuntber  and  to  the  length 
of  time,  alivady  alluded  to,  renders  so  much  the 
more  worthy  of  atti-ntion  the  fait  that  Catholics 
have  no  c/esire  for  Godless  schools. 

The  fact  of  the  successful  training,  due  to  the 
experieuije  of  Catholicity,  is  very  easily  established. 
It  has,  nevertheless,  been  npeatedly  denied  by 
men,  whi'St^  erudition  m  some  other  matters  sliuuM 
direct  better. 

Archeology  and  Statistics — so  much  appreciated 
«t  the  pre.sent  time — have*  largely  contributed  to 
put  the  thing  in  its  true  light.  Some  of  the  strong- 
e.st  opponents  to  Catholicity  are  fo»ced  to  render  it 
an  unlimited  tribute  of  jiraise,  and  to  acknowledge 
it  H8  far  the  laryest  nursery  oj  tcnchers,  not  only  in 
matters  of  fa'fh,  from  its  ludinunts  to  the  sublime 
summits  of  sanctity,  hut  also  of  teachers  in  scmiiar 
branches,  from  tlie  rudintentr  of  laiiguag*'  to  .he 
grande-st  and  highest  conce))ti      s  of  genilis. 

May  I  be  permitted  to  co       lorate  my  statemeni/ 
by  the  opinion  of   one,  who 
hostility    to  the  (.•athoiic  C 
ciently  h-arned  to   feel  the 
what  history  records  : 

Mr.  Gladstone,  hims'  ".  is  my  authority.  In 
his  "  StiulifVi  on  Homer'  Vol.  2,  pg.  fy'M,  he  says 
that  the  Roman  ('atliolio  Cliurch  "  has  marched  for 
"  fifteen  hundred  years  at  the  head  of  human  civili- 
"  zation,  and  has  driven,  l)arne.s8ed  to  its  chariot, 
"as  the  horses  of  a  tiiumphal  car,  the  chief  intellec- 
"  tual  and  material  forces  of  the  world  ;  its  learn- 
*ing  has  been  the    learnin.;  4'   the  world  ;  its  arts 


•*  lately    shown  great 

ich,     but  who  IS  sulli- 

.ipossi>>ility  to  conceal 
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"  tliuartH  of  the  world  ;  its  ^onius  tlio  gmnuMof  tlie 
"  world  ;  itn  gieiitneHH,  tclorv,  giuuditiir,  and  iim- 
"  je8ty  have  hovu  almost,  though  not  ah8olnteiy,  all 
"  that,  in  these  e8]K-ctH,  tho  world  laa  imd  to  bouut 
•♦  of." 

So  much  for  iifteen  e«utui  ieM.  Sinco  that  time 
com|>etition  in  the  field  hu8  only  served  to  stimu- 
late the  efTortM. 

This  iuiportant  quotation  is  hut  one  amont;  so 
many  others  RUp|)lietl  by  Protestants,  in  jiiHtification 
of  Catholicisu),  against  the  nndt-servrd  accusations  of 
its  being  a  body  of  only  jtoor  experience  in  the  arfc' 
of  teaching.  Such  testimonials  as  that  just  ipioted^ 
ought  to  be,  for  every  sensible  man,  a  reason  not 
to  reject  M  ^>r/or/  the  unanimous  conviction  of  the 
Catholic  body.  Surely  I  am  not  in  the  wrong  when 
I  maintain  that  the  system  I  oppose  is  not  desirnd 
by  the  most  numerous,  the  most  ancient,  and  the 
most  experienced  of  all  christian  denominations. 

Catholics  are  not  the  only  chri.'  lans  that  repu- 
diate the  systeni.  The  Greek  Church  is  equally 
adverse  to  it  ;  and  the  millions  of  "  ortho<lox"  of. 
that  church  are  as  many  adversaries  of  the  Hnti 
christian  scheme.  The  Czar  of  Hiissia  has  shown 
to  the  world,  and  r.pecially  to  his  subjects,  that 
Ui.s  government  is  not  always  of  the  most  exquisite 
tenderness.  Still  he  haa  never  gone  so  farss  to  tiy 
to  eradicate  all  christian  notions  fron>  the  heai  t  of 
the  nation  by  forcing,  on  '\\;a  school  i)«)pul«tion,  the 
dire  trial  of  it  religious  schooling.  While  tuention- 
iug  tli.-it  the  Greek  Church  has  no  de'-ire  for  the  sys- 
tem, I  perfectly  undei stand  that  I  cannot  reniHin 
there  long,  for  neither  the  adversaries  nor  the  sup- 
jiprters  of  the  system,  in  Manitoba,  have  any  idea 
to  take  either  in  Russia,  or  in  some  of  the  Turkisii 
Broviuces,  the  )>lau  of  education  we  want ;  but 
having  to  s|H'ak  of  all  christian  denominations,  I 
Could  not  help  mentioning  the  Greek  Church,  which 
counts  so  many  millions  of  adherents. 

Having  stated  tlmt  C'atliolics  and  Gii-eks  have 
no  desite  for  the  abolition  of  religious  tuition  in 
schools,  I  natui*aUy  come  to  examine  the  views  ui 
Prote^tants  oti  the  subject  and  here,  again,  I  see  in 
thti.numerous  body  of  Protestants,  taken  as  a  whole, 
g^eat  op{>ositiou    to  the  system,    the  scheme   bei.fii 


not  H  Pi'otesUint,  hut  au  anli'chriMian  ittntihitutn^ 
I  term  ProteHtaiitH  ttioHo  who  seimrHtt^l  tVoin  th« 
Ronmn  (Jtitltoliv  Churchill  tht?  HixUeiith  ct'iitniy, 
«iid  the  vuriouH  HeotH  into  which  thcv  Imve  Hiiice 
mibcUvidtMl.  With  this  explHiiatiun,  J  Kny  that  the 
iiniiienHc  iimjurity  of  ProteHtHiitH  ha\e  never  had' 
tiie  deuiro  to  oee  their  children  educated  in  Nchools 
deprived  of  religiouH  teaching.  My  tu>Hertion  ia 
baHed  on  the  fact  that  from  the  very  eHtahliuhment 
of  their  crt>ed,  the  ProtentantH  of  Euio|ie)iuve  heeu 
anxious  to  liave  their  children  trained  uiulerieii- 
giouH  tuition,  and  in  KchooJH  where  religions  teach<» 
iug  and  religiouH  exerciseH  were  freely  practiHeil. 

That  the  Pi*ote8tant«  of  the  United  States  sin'e 
the  foundation  of  the  Knglish  colony  in  Ameiieaf 
until  1840  or  atwut,  iiad  eMtablished  and  HUp|n)rte(i' 
denominational  schools  awl  no  ot/ter.  That  even* 
to  day,  in  many  localities  of  the  Unite<l  IStattts,  wheie 
«ch(X)ls  are  exclusively  conduct<?d  hy  Protestants, 
the  religious  character  of  such  schools  is  |ierf«!ctly 
.listinct.  So  much  so  that  a  Presbyterian  divine  <if 
Eoohester  said  in  a  f  ut^on  prejiched  on  the  17th 
Dec.  1871  :  "  Thert  <  a  great  deal  of  religion  in 
*'  our  schools  *  *  *  >  from  the  ringing  of 
"  the  bell  up  to  the  recitadon  in  the  Anabasin, 
''  there  is  .scarcely  one  thing  that  is  not  toned  and 
"  shaptvl  by  the  religion  of  our  blessed  Lord." 

That  the  Protestants  of  Canada  as  well  as  tho.se 
of  the  Mother  country  have  always  thought  it  ad- 
visable to  secure  religions  education  in  schools,  and' 
wherever  the  godless  systeni  whs  attempted,  pastors 
axKl  {larents  muliiplied  private  institutions  to  ob- 
viate the  disjjstrous  consequent's.  If  there  were 
no  Catholics  to  be  injured  by  the  establishment  of 
"  non-sectaj  ian  schools,"  Protestants  would  never 
have  thought  ef  it  in  Canada  no  more  than  in  the 
United  States.  As  y,  body  they  ure  adverse  to  the 
system  iji  itH«ff,  as  cleai'Iy  demonstmted  l>y  a  close 
investigation.  InfiilelH  alone  like  ihe  system  for 
itaelf. 

A  glance  over  countries  known  as  well  educated, 
will  bring  tite  conviction  that  the  scheme  is  not 
p^ronized  to  the  (extent  that  is  sometimes  imagined. 

It  has  been  repeatedly,  but  falsely  affirmed,  that 
H^ "  uou-socU  !  iuu"  school  system  hikii  been  long  since 
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estnbliHherl  in  PniRMia,  and  that  niicIi  was  the  canne 
of  itH  advancement  of  latH.  The  truth  ih  that  oiii 
Fredwii'j  Kuv^  of  PruKHia.  aU'hou<{l)  »n  nnlH-Iiever 
hiniHcli,  and  tho  intiniiite  friend  of  VoltHiro,  felt 
it  a  duty  to  enjoin  reli^o\iH  inHtr  iction  in  the 
NuhoolH  of  hiN  kingdom  ;  and  the  reguhttionH  he  ]iu)»- 
liHlicd  on  tlie  12th  Aumtst  1703,  prcHciihing  re- 
ligiouH  inHtructioii  in  schools,  were  fully  preHerved 
nntil  persecution  broke  out  under  HiHmarck  in 
1872.  True,  after  the  disastrous  oantp»ii;;n  of  1800, 
the  Hynteu)  of  education  wuh  retnodolled,  hut  nothing 
was  attt>m)>ted  to  itup'de  reliirious  instruction.  Far. 
from  that,  it  was  continued  to  the  schools  of  every 
drnomiiuition,  and  placed  un«h'r  the  supervision  of 
their  respective  iMwiors  Not  cmly  ProtestaJits  had" 
their  schools,  hut  Catholics  had  also  theirs,  and 
even  the  Hahbins  had  the  i'i<<[ht  and  duty  to  look 
after  the  schools,  established  for  the  children  of  Is- 
rael. In  small  localities,  wht^re  more  than  one 
school  could  not  be  supportid,  the  ditl'erent  deno- 
minations came  to  an  H<,'recinent,  but  always  in  a 
way  to  preserve  religious  instruction.  The  whole 
goes  to  show  tliat  the  "  non-sectariau  syst«'m"  was 
neither  practiced  nor  even  desired  in  Prussia. 

They  who  consider  llm  scl)0t)l  organization  of 
that  country  as  the  causr*  of  its  hite  suci  ess,  oi'ght 
to  be  couvinc«'d  that  in  this,  as  in  preceding  centuries, 
religious  itistruction  in  8(!hools  does  not  prevent  the 
prosperity  aiul  the  nggraiidizeinent  of  a  nation  The 
Gei'Ujau  arn)y,  which  invaded  France  in  1870, 
counted  about  one  third  of  Catholios,  and  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  has  been  said  that,  they,  princes,  oth- 
cers,  or  even  privates,  were  inferior  to  others,  al- 
though they  !  ad  received  religious  instruction  in 
ttccovchince  will)  their  faith. 

The  Swi.vs  Hepubli<!  has  an  orgartization  some- 
what similar  to  that  of  (ierniany,  and  religi».'U8 
'instruction  is  not  hanished  tVoui  .schools. 

The  Revolution,  of  lH;i(»,  placed  a  disciple  of 
Voltaire  on  the  throne  of  France.  The  s.)n  of 
"  Philip]>e  Fgalite"  was,  naturally,  hu  enemy  of 
liberty  ot  teaching.  He  insisted  on  tlie  al)S()lute 
control  ot"  the  Gosernment  on  the  hi<..h  education 
of  the  Ian4.  according  to  Najxdeojiian  views.  The 
days  of  his  reign  were    abotU  the   same  as  those  of 
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the  two  NiipoleoiiH,  and  ended  in  likn  manner  ;  he 
alH(»  huvin^  imcoinc  h  victim  of  the  Hysteni.  tint, 
nutwit|iHtiin«Uni;(  t\ui  lio.stility  of  LuuiH  Phili|ipc  to 
any  ui)ni|i(;titi<)n  with  thu  State  in  relation  to  Uni- 
versitiiH,  LyftiuniR,  Polytechnic  SchooU.  etc.,  Iuh 
OovHninu'nt  nevrr  dared  to  aWoliHh  leligiouH  in- 
struction in  th(^  Couinion  Schooln.  Such  teaching 
^hh  maintained  in  tin;  law  )>HHHed  in  1S,'{3.  The 
Bill  Was  introduced  "  a  la  chanilue  dcH  l)e|)Ut6H" 
by  the  |Motoun(i  Protestant,  Guizot,  who  nnide  the 
followini;  M^niarkH:  ''The  teacher  is  HUtmnoned 
"  hy  the  parent  to  nhi're  IiIh  authority  ;  this  au- 
*•  thority  he  must  exercise  with    the  same  vigilance 

"  and  aIniOHt  witli  the  same   atiection You 

'•know  that  virtue  d(M'H  n4)t  alwavn  follow  in  the 
*'  train  of  knowle«l..'e,  and  that  the  lessons  received 
*'  by  chihh-en  Mii^^it  become  dangerous  to  them 
«•  were  they  athlressed  excluHively  to  the  under- 
"  st^mding.  Let  the  teacher,  therefore,  bestow  his 
''  lirst  cart^  ort  the  cultivation  of  the  moral  <|ualitie8 

**of  his  pupili*. Nothing,  IwsideMj  is  more 

•'desirable-  thttn  a  |M^rfe.;t  understan<ling  l»etween 
'•  the  miniMcr  o/ refit/ion  and  the  teacher  ;  both  are 
"  in  possess'  .n  of  moral  authority  ;  both  retjuire 
**  the  ctdiHdence  of  faniilies  ;  l)«>th  can  agree  m  ex- 
'*ercisiiii4  over  the  children  ooniniiited  to  their 
"c.ire,  in  several  ways,  a  common  inHuence." 

Had  the  idea  expi eased  with  regard  to  common 
8c)i<)ol:>  prexaih^d  in  the  estiblishmen^s  of  high 
e«lncation  in  France,  the  country  would  not  have 
received  tln^  immiliation  it  liaH  undergone. 

hi  JOnuhtiid,  tlxt  (Vunmiltee  of  (Council  on  edu- 
cmion  H'le<'ted,  for  its  secretary,  Doctor  JameH 
Pli  lip  Kxy.  Doctor  Kay  in  well  known  for  the 
gervicf'K  he  has  rendered  to  education.  He  waa 
eviji  kii';ilitfd  by  Mcr  Majesty  on  that  account, 
}\i  iiavi-lled  thiough  th<!  Europe  «n  continent  to 
sill  •  v>ni<>UK  school  systems.  He  planned  differ- 
ent iii.'jisnres  which  were  adopted  by  tlie  Committee 
of  <'»UMoil  i>n  etiucafinn,  and,  substipiently,  sanc- 
tii'ii.  I  .V  t'le  English  Government,  ilis  nam»<  iH 
Hii  iti'lli.cby,  and  his  views  on  education  are  c<>n- 
Bon:iiit  wMh  the  public  opinion  of  England  and  the 
Parii  III  lit.  I  believe  that  a  (Janadian  would  not 
show  hiiiiself  unworthy  of  a  liritiub   Hubject,  and 
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koHtiln  to  out  youns;  Piovinco,  in  adoptiit)^  tli# 
idortH  (!Xjir«<HH«(l  by  Dr.  Kay:  "  The  fxinnit  hIioiiIiI 
*'  not  lio  l()*l  to  rH^tird  t\ui  huIiooI  hh  the  {>rivilo<;e  of 
'^'  the  citizen,  ho  nnioh  hh  iinother  Hcone  of  liouHe- 
•^'  hohl  iliity.  The  coninxuiitieH  are  neither  inoHt 
**  |)roH|>ei'oiis,  nor  nio^t  hii|>|>y,  in  which  the  |K)litica) 
"  or  Hocial  relationH  of  the  family  ure  more  promi- 
**  nent  than  the  donieHtio.  To  make  rhe  hoiiNeliohls- 
**  of  the  |>oor  scones  of  Chnstlan  peace,  i»  tfm  Jlrat 
** ohjwt  oft/ie  miliool.  Why  then  should  we  nnhHti- 
"  tute  itH  external  relations  ftx*  its  internal — the 
*'  idea  of  the  citizen  for  that  of  the  fmrent — the 
*'  sense  of  |M)litical  or  social  rights  for  those  of  (io- 
"  niestie  duties — the  daini  of  public  privilege  for 
*'  the  personal  law  of  conscienoe  ?" 

D(X?tor  Kay  knew  jM'rfectly  well  the  reglioua 
character  that  the  desire  of  the  English  |)e«>ple  had 
imparted  to  the  forty  Not  n>al  schools  of  Knglaiul 
and  Scotland.  Twenty-»«WHn  of  them  being  con- 
nected with  the  church  of  KiiglaiMi,  two  with  the 
established  church  of  Hcotla  d;  two  with  the  Free 
Church  in  Ucotland  ;  one  with  the  Koman  Catholic 
Clinroh,  one  with  the  Weslyan  etc.,  etc.,  and  in 
speaking  of  these  Institutions  he  says : — "  The 
"  EiigMsh  National  Training  College  has  thus  re- 
"  ceived  a  definite  considt-ration,  in  harmonv  with 
•'  the  se|)arate  i-eligiouia  oi'ganiz>ition  of  elementary 
"schools,  and  forty  such  estaldishmonts  have  been 
"  incorporat-evi  into  a  scheme  of  adntinistratiTe  ae- 
•'  tion,  in  which  the  education  of  the  future  school 
"  nii'ster  commences  in  the  infant,  is  pursue<4  inthi* 
"  elementary  school,  developed  during  its  appren- 
*'  tioeship,  and  completed  as  a  Queen's  scholar  in 
"  the  Training  College.  In  every  p»irt  of  hi» 
** caieer,  he  is  subject  to  the  dii-ect  and  indej)endent 
**  influence  of  the  religious  comnvunion  to  which  he 
"  belongs,  through  tlie  managers  of  the  scIiooIh  or 
"  college." 

It  is  c'ear,  therefore,  tlnvt  England  established  » 
general  system  of  National  schools  not  excluding^ 
religious  teaching.  I  conclude  that  Pngland  hid 
no  desire  for  your  **  non-sectarian"  svBtem,  |)erfectr- 
)y  satisfied  that  religious  training  will  never  prevent 
the  development  of  the  intellect,  tor  thr  iw  any  dif- 
ficulty in  the  way  of  educatii^  the  young.     Even 


filionld  Mtiiiitoliii  rrUiiii  (IpnoiDinationiil   hcIiooIh,    [ 
think  it  would  hurt  iioIkmIv. 

The  foUowii'g  is  a  iMiriouH  occuri«Mice  ;  just  at 
tlic  tiiiiu  that  (lieat  niitiiiiii  whs  stud^'iii^' contineu- 
tal  syst«'ni  of  e«luCiifioii.  The  Ujutnl  Htntes  of 
/iUierica  were  niiikiii;^  siuiihir  eu(|uiries.  F^ut, 
Strani^e  to  KHV,  wjtii  an  (|uite  contrary  rosult. 

Ill  IH'M,  the  MaHHa<!h»jHett«  Bonnl  of  Kduwitiou 
was  forujed  and  their  a^en'.'t  Hent  to  PrusHia.  Horaco 
Maiiu  accoMipliHhed  hiN  iniHsion  liut  in  a  way  very 
ditierent  from  what  wa.s  done  liy  the  Kii<;li.sh  deh>- 
gatt'H.  Instead  of  reportili;^  the  full  system  ot 
Pi  UNsia  he  exposed  a  mere  hkeh^ton  of  it.  Ho  pre- 
served the  dimensoins  in  showin;^  its  universulity 
and — if  I  may  use  the  expression — the  hones  of  the 
svHtem,  in  the  government  •{rant  and  private  asses- 
inent.  But  the  soul,  tiie  moral  life  of  the  system 
was  left  to  those  across  the  Atlantic.  Until  then, 
the  American  schools  had  heen  christian,  hut  tliH 
orijiinizfition  estal)lished  hy  Fanny  \Vri;(lit  in  1827 
was  at  Work  among  the  American  people,  and 
orired  hy  the  idna  or"  hurtini^  the  Catholics,  whos(! 
numher  hegan  to  l»efelt,  had  prepared  tin;  way  for 
'  the  Report  of  Horace  Mann.  Tiie  Report  was  re- 
ceived II  nd  the  system  accepted  as  a  (jenuliip,  Prus- 
sian Institution  while,  in  fact,  it  was  nothing  hut  a 
hatnral  (Moduce  of  the  French  Revolution  ami  of 
infidelity.  There  hegins,  as  an  exception,  the  ile- 
*tVe  m  a  protestant  community,  to  have  Godless 
8clnK>l8. 

The  system  hiis  prevailed  there  hut  the  following 
quotations  prove  that  it  is  not  in  perft-ct  harnjuny 
witli  the  views  and  desires  of  all  American  Prot'  8- 
tants. 

Governor  SeWnrd,  New  York,  in  his  message  to 
thf  Ijejfislature  in  1840,  sp.*Hks  as  follows  of  the 
childrfn  ixcludedfrom  Puhlic  Schools,  hy  the  new 
system  : — '•  I  do  nor,  hesitate,  therefore,  to  recom- 
"  mend  the  estahlishment  of  scIkhjIs  in  which  they 
"  he  instructed  hy  teachers  speaking  the  same  lan- 
**  gunge  with  themselves  and  professing  the  satne 
"  faith. 

The  following  j'ear  tlie  Recretarv  of  State, 
Spencer,  reported  as  follows  :  "  No  officer,  among 
*'  the  tlioUsauds    having    charge  of    our  conlmoa 
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"  schools,  thinks  of  opposing  hj  an  authorative 
"  dii'ection,  respecting  the  nature  or  extent  of  moral 
"  or  religions  instruction  to  be  given  in  our  schools. 
"The  whole*  control  is  left  to  the  free  and  unre- 
*'  stricted  ac«^ion  of  the  j)eople  themselves,  in  their 
"  sevei'al  districts.  The  prrtctical  consequence  is, 
"  that  each  district  suits  itself,  by  having  such  re- 
"  ligious  instruction  in  its  schools  as  is  congenial  to 
"  the  opinions  of  its  inhabitants." 

Thirty  Presidents  of  American  Colleges  at  Ober 
lin,  Ohio,  passed  among  other  resolutions,  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  Resolved,  that  we  note  with  pleasure,  the  evi- 
"  deuces  of  increasing  interest  in  the  literary,  scien- 
"  tide,  and  especially  the  religious  education  of  the 
"  youth  of  our  land  ;  believing  as  w !  do,  that 
"  education  not  based  upon  Christian  truth,  is  of 
"  questionable  value." 

"  Resolved,  that  we  commend  these  interests  to 
"  the  sympathies,  prayers,  and  liberality  of  Christ- 
"  ian  people  and  congregations,  that  our  scho<  Is 
"  may  be  increasingly  useful  as  fountains,  not  only 
"  of  sound  instructioUp  but  also  of  earnest,  elevated 
"  piety." 

Doctor  Anderson,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  ad- 
dressing the  Baptist  Kducational  Convention,  in 
New-York,  says :  "  Happily,  I  need  not  say  much 
"  on  the  moral  and  religious  education  in  Colleges. 
"  By  far  the  larger  part  of  our  colleges  have  been 
**  fo«inded  by  religious  men,  and  by  prayer,  and 
"  faith,  consecrated  to  Christ." 

Rev.  Doctor  Clark,  with  the  warm  approval  of 
many  influential  men  of  different  persuasi'»ns,  says: 
"  If  we  are  to  have  a  Christian  nation,  it  must  be 
"  by  force  of  Christian  ideas  instilled  into  the 
"  heajts  of  the  voung.  *  *  *  It  is  clear  from 
"  the  histoiy  of  the  Free  School  system  of  Ameiica, 
"  that  it  had  its  origin  in  the  desire  to  niMintsiin  the 
"  truths  of  the  Bible  in  the  hearts  of  all  tlie  |)eo|»le. 
"The  Bible,  in  fact,  is  its  pource.  To  remove, 
"therefore,  the  Bible  and  its  sacred  piineiples  from 
"  our  system  of  education,  would  be  to  take  from 
"  that  system  its  very  soul,  its  life  giving  ])ower." 

The  Presbyterians  of  America,  in  their  geuiiul 
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Assembly  in  1848,  passed  the  following :    * 

"  Resolved,  that  this  General  Assembly,  belieT- 
'*ing  that  the  Children  of  the  Church  are  a  trust 
♦'committed  to  the  Church,  by  the  Lord  Jesus 
'•Christ,  and  having  confidence  in  the  power  of 
*'  Christian  education  to  train  them,  with  the 
"  divine  blessing,  in  the  way  they  should  go,  do  cor- 
"dially  recommend  th^ir  congregations  to  establish 
*'  primary  and  other  schof)ls,  as  mr  as  may  be  })rac- 
• "  ticable  on  the  plan,sanctioned  by  the  last  assembly. 
"  of  teaching  the  truths  and  duties  of  our  holy  re- 
''  ligion  in  connection  with  the  Uhual  branches  of 
"secular  learning." 

In  a  convention  of  Baptists  held  in  Marion, 
Alabama,  on  the  12th  April  1871,  the  following 
opinion  was  expressed:  "The  tendency  of  the 
"' common  school  system  is  to  foster  infidelity,  the 
''only  hope  is  christian  education  in  our  own 
"  schools," 

According  to  the  Right  Reverend  Doctor  Coxe, 
Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  New 
York,  these  are  the  positions  to  be  held  by  church- 
men : 

1st.  "  Secure  to  every  human  being  the  best  edu- 
"  cation  you  can  provide  for  him." 

"  2nd.  Where  you  can  do  no  better,  utilize  the 
"common  schools  and  supplement  them  by  addi- 
"  tional  means  of  doing  good." 

"  3rd.  But  where  you  can  do  better,  let  us  do 
"our  full  diity  to  our  children,  and  to  all  children, 
"  by  gathering  them  into  schools  and  colleges  truly 
christian." 

Rev.  Doctor  Peck,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Syracuse  university  said  :  ''The 
"hope  of  our  country  is  the  christian  religion,  the 
"putting  of  it  where  it  is  not  and  the  allowing  no 
"  man  to  take  it  away  from  where  it  is.  Our  in- 
"stitntion  is  for  positive  Christianity,  such  as  comes 
*•  fiom  the  Holy  Bible,  such  as  Methodists  ai>prove ; 
"  that  which  will  influence  your  children  to  come 
"to  Christ.  If  you  want  anything  else  don't  put 
"  me  on  the  Board  of  Trustees,  nor  ask  me  to  give 
"anything.  These  are  your  principles.  God  for- 
"  bid  that  you  should  change  them  or  seek  to 
"adjust  them  to  the  liberal  religion  of  the  day." 
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All  the'above  opinions  of  leading  clergymen  of 
different  denominations  shew,  that  the  "  non-sec- 
tarian", systim  is  not  niiiversally  desired  in  the 
United  Strites.  Its  j)rosti;^'e  lessens  every  day,  as 
may  be  learned  from  the  superintendent  of  educa- 
tion in  Buffalo,  in  his  r'^port  of  1870:  "  The  in- 
**  erefise  of  the.  number  and  attendance  of  pupils  at 
"private  sclxools,  during  the  past  ten  veaj's,  is  a  sub- 
"JHCt  of  serious  consideration.  Formerly  tliePub- 
*'  lie  ^'cliools  monopolized  almost  entirely  the  educa- 
"  tion  of    our  youth;  but  at    the  j>resent  time,  pri- 

s    are  attended  by  nearly 

'JO    i)er    cent    ot    tnose  who    are    of   the    school 


"  vate  and  religious  school 
«  9n    por    cent    of    those  who 
age." 
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The  annual  report  of  the  Boaril  of  Education  in 
the  city  of  New  Yo'  k  for  1870,  establishes  that  the 
same  year,  out  of  155,003  children  attending  school, 
46,049  were  in  private  religious  scliools. 

A  communication  sent  to  the  MisffOiiri  Republi- 
can of  St.  Louis,  22nd  Feb.  1872,  by  E.  H.  8he])- 
ard,  after  proposing  to  apportion  to  each  denouiina- 
tional  school  in  existence,  tiie  assessments  levied 
from  their  respective  supporters,  snys  :  "  Should 
"  acticm  on  this  subject  be  much  longer  delayed, 
"  while  we  se"  such  crowds  flocking  to  parochial 
"  schools  of  different  denominations,  we  may  ex- 
*'  ))ect  to  see  a  combined  opposition  formed  ag;iiust 
"  the  present  taxation  that  will  endanger  the  labors 
"  of  so  many  years." 

Such  a  niunber  of  quotations  may  be  unpleasant, 
and  I  will  not  multiply  them,  but  resume  n)y  argu- 
ment' concerning  the  United  States,  by  athrming 
that,  it  is  not  exactly,  a  HerculeAn  task,  to  become 
convinced  that,  tiio  "non-sectarian"  system  is  not 
universally  desired  by  Protestants  of  diffesent  deno- 
minations, even  among  our  neighbors;  nor  is  it 
difficult  to  show  that,  in  many  instances,  it  is  very 
different  from  what  it  is  believed  to  be. 

A  word  now  about  the  Dominion.  I  say  that  a 
system,  purely  secular,  and  without  aay  reference 
to  religion,  is  not  congenial  to  the  desire  of  the 
great  majority  of  Canadians.  Upper  Canada  has 
been  the  field  of  many  battles,  and  of  immense 
agitation  on  the  school  question.  Gigantic  efforts 
were  made,  for  many  years,  to  secure  ^cular  edu- 
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cation,  havin<4  but  littl'^  connection  with  i-eligion  ; 
althouj^h  the  Kev.  Mr.  Ryerson,  liimself,  styles  his 
a  "  (JJiristian  System."  Notwithstnnding  ulj  the 
efforts  made  to  prevent  the  estHblishment  of  sep- 
arate schools,  they  are  nevertheless,  recognizeti. 
The  concession  has  quieted  minds,  rest(»red  "har- 
mony, and  given,  to  the  intercourse  between  Pro- 
testants and  Cathnhcs,  a  friendly  tone,  which  the 
school  question  seemed,  at  one  time,  to  have  ren- 
dered utterly  impossible.  The  volcano  which  vo- 
mited flames  enough  to  l)urn  eveiything  "  po[iish" 
and  lava  sufficiently  abundant  to  bury  alive  all  tiiat 
was  "  ilouiisl),"  is  extinguished.  Now  and  then, 
the  cratera  sends  forth  a  little  smoke,  but  nothing 
com))ared  with  what  took  place  at  the  time  of  the 
School  question.  I  am  iticlined  to  think  that  the 
people  or  Ontario  are  better  satisfied  nuio  than  they 
were  the-n. 

In  the  Province  of  Quebec,  the  Protestants  have 
their  schools  and  the  Catholics  likewise.  The 
"  non-sectarian"  system  is  unanimouslv  repudia- 
ted. 

I  ignore  what  the  future  has  in  store  for  the  Ca- 
tholics of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  if  they  will  long  cont^inue  to  enjoy 
what  practice  has  k'cured  for  them  ;  but,  so  far, 
religion  is  not  excluded  from  schools.  The  Pro- 
vince of  Nova  Scotia,  as  well  as  those  of  Ontario 
and  Queltec,  does  not  move  in  favor  of  a  system  so 
much  the  less  desirable  as  it  is  the  more  offensive 
to  tlie  conscience  of  so  many  Canadians. 

There  remain  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward's 
Island,  and  British  Columbia.  It  is  evident  that 
in  these  three  Provinces,  non-Catholics  have  de- 
cided in  favor  of  the  system  ;  as  it  is  equally  clear 
that  the  Catholics  reject  it.  The  latter  being  the 
less  numerous,  have  been  defeated,  and  bear  the 
ai)j)lication  of  the  old  j)roverb,  "  van  victis."  "  (Woe 
to  the  vanquished)." 

This  result,  considered  from  a  sectarian  point  of 
view,  is  a  source  ©f  jubilation  for  the  enemies  of 
Catholicity.  Their  joy  is  so  much  the  greater,  as 
the  yiief  imposed  upon  their  fellow-countrymen  is 
more  bitt<T.  The  triumph,  as  well  as  the  defeat,  is 
recent.     God  alone  knows   how  long  this  state  pf 
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things  will  last.  But  it  has  certainly  given  rise  to 
uiidcsirabJo  strife,  and  bitter  fruits  have  already 
been  j)roduced.  A  body  is  never  made  healthy  by 
keej)ing  open  and  irritating  ri  sore.  Besides,  the 
success  achieved  is  not  exactly  what  it  seems  to  be. 
If  we  come  to  a  close  investigation  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  we  will  easily  find  out  that, 
after  all,  there  is  not  a  very  great  ditierence,  even 
in  those  ))rovinces,  in  tlie  number  of  those  who  re- 
pudiate the  system,  and  those  who  re.aly  nnd  prac- 
ticalfi/  voted  ou  its  merit.  First,  Catholics  foi-m 
more  than  ore  third  of  the  population,  then  take 
from  the  system  the  support  of  Protestants  who  are 
not  willing  to  make  use  of  it  Jot'  their  own  children, 
under  the  conviction  that  it  is  huitful ;  coiint  after- 
wards tliose  who  voted  for  the  system  thromjh  mere 
oppoaition  to  Catholicity,  and  because  the  "  non-sec- 
tarian" system  had  been  made  a  sectarian,  qtiestion, 
as  well  as  those  who  voted  lor  it  merely  07i  political 
grounds,  as  a  question  of  paity.  In  a  word,  leave 
the  system  to  its  real  value  and  to  the  sym|>a'hy  it 
commands  by  itst^lf  and  for  itself,  and  you  will  find 
that  the  apparent  sympathy  will  singularly  dimiu- 
ish.  It  is  a  strange  phenomenon  to  see  the  educa- 
tion of  youth  used  hs  a  political  ^engine,  by  political 
parties  ;  and  the  phenonu-non  is  still  more  astonish- 
ing when  we  consider  that  the  hottest  religious  ani- 
mosity is  developed  ^o  establish  or  suppoi't  a  sys- 
tem ohich  boasts  0/ having  no  connection  whatsoever 
with  religion. 

For  people  who  always  speak  of  the  power  of 
numbers,  it  is  not  consistent  to  believe  that  the 
three  smallest  Provinces  outside  of  our  own,  repre- 
sent the  Canndian  oj)init)n  equally  as  well  as  the 
three  largest.  Besides,  the  experience  of  thieo 
smaller  Provinces  is  but  recent,  and  generates  great 
uneasiness  in  their  nr.d.st.  While  the  experience  of 
the  three  largest  Provinces  is  more  ancient,  hiis  re- 
stored and  maintained  harmony  aniimii  the  different 
sections  of  their  respective  pupnlatioi  s 

The  two  Political  })arties  who  light  for  power  in 
Ottaw'a,  seem  to  have  come  to  the  hame  conclusion 
on  this  question  of  education,  The  late  administra- 
tion, in  providing  for  the  organization  ol"  Manit(»l)a, 
did  all  they  thought  necessary  to  secure  a  system  of 
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separate  schools  for  the  new  Province.  The  actual 
administration,  in  oryanizini;  the  government  of 
the  North-Wt'st  Territ()ri»\s,  has  enacted  in  the  same 
sense,  and  grantetl  separate  schools  to  said  territo- 
ries. When  succeeding  to  [>o\ver,  both  imrties  ral- 
lied large  majoritias  in  votes  expressing  their  regret 
at  the  condition  of  things  in  New  Brunswick.  It  is 
impossihle  not  to  see  in  all  this,  that  Canadians  are 
rather  in  favor  of  a  system  of  education  which  would 
leave  full  liberty  to  follow  religious  convictions  on 
the  subject. 

In  beginning  this  number,  I  said  I  would  go  as 
far  as  possible  with  reganl  to  tiuie  and  ilistance.  I 
think  the  tour  I  have  made  is  long  enough  to  ful- 
fil my  promise,  and  it  is  time  to  come  back  to  Mani- 
toba. 

What  does  Manitoba  think  on  the  subject  1 — 
every  man  sees  with  his  own  spectacles  ;  ami,  even 
at  the  risk  of  being  accused  of  being  blind,  I  cannot 
say  that  I  bse,  on  the  part  of  the  peo[>le  of  Manito- 
ba, the  desire  to  repudiate  all  r^^ligious  instruction 
in  the  schools  for  their  children.  Almost  every 
session  our  Legislature  is  modifying  the  school- law, 
ami  every  year  tiie  action  of  the  Jjej;islature  is  in 
tliB  same  direction  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  recognition, 
mure  and  more  explicit,  of  the  system  of  se})erate 
schools.  In  fact,  Protestant  and  Catholic  schools 
are  no  where  more  separate  and  distinct  than  in 
Manitoba.  Two  Superintendents,  one  Protestant 
and  one  Catholic  ;  two  seetions  of  the  Board  «)f  Edu- 
cation, one  Protestant  and  one  Catholic,  each  with 
entire  jurisdiction  over  the  schools  of  their  denomi- 
nntitjii,  and  none  atall  over  those  of  the  other  s«c- 
tioii  ;  not  even  the  right,  for  the  members  of  either 
siciion.  to  \isit,  officially,  the  .'■chools  of  the  other  ; 
til'-  power  of  each  s<  ction,  to,  respectively,  establish 
di.sti.cis  within  the  same  limits.  The  Government 
jiiai.'l  alloted  to  both  sections  of  the  Board,  accord- 
ih.;  t..  ti  e  Protestant  or  Catholic  population.  In 
a  uuid.  the  most  complete  and  entire  separation, 
wiiliout»*ny  idea  of  di'pendence  or  of  exceptional 
p«,-,,iioii.  This  very  year  the  law  for  thec>"eation  of 
a  UniviMsity  in  iManitolia,  explicitly  recognizes  the 
priiicijilM  of  our  actual  system  of  education.  An 
amen  wiient.  as  an  exjJanation  of  our  present  laws, 
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leaves  no  room  for  ainbigiiitv  about  the    levying  of 
assesstnonts  for  our  conitnou  soIiooIh,  as   it  says  : 

"  In  tio  ca.se  a  Protestant  rate-payer  shall  be 
"oMigod  to  pay  for  Catholic  scliools,  and  aCitholic 
"  rate-{)ay<'r  ♦or  a  protestant  scliool."  Our  school 
law  shows  clearly  that  our  pP0|)le  aie  not,  after  ail 
80  averse  totl<uu)u»inutional  or  christian  schools,  con- 
sequently, tiiat  they  are  not  in  earnest  about  the 
"  non-seciarian  system."  The  Member"  of  the  Leg- 
islature knew  what  they  were  al>out,  and  their  per- 
serverance  in  vociug  in  the  sjunt!  S'Mise,  f  )r  seven 
years,  is  congenial  to  the  views  of  thn  population. 
Moreover,  our  stat\ites  have  incorporated  as  de- 
nominational, the  three  colleges  which  exist  in  the 
Province,  and  two  others  intended  to  be  estal>lishe(l 
at  a  later  j>erioil  ;  as  they  have  al.so  incorporated 
Denominational  Institutions  for  the  education  of 
young  ladies. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this,  except  that  all 
the  different  denominations  of  Manitoba,  all  tho.se 
under  their  respective  control  in  the  Province,  all 
those  who  aid  in  their  su|>port  fiom  abroad,  that  all 
have  the  sincere  conviction  that  the  religious  future 
of  families  depends,  ncjt  only  on  tlie  in.strnction  that 
children  receive  at  home  and  in  chinch,  but  on 
that  which  they  i^eceive  in  schools ;  Tliat  young 
people  will  be  what  they  will  have  been  taught  to 
be*  in  school.  Why  all  such  distinctions  if — as 
"  some  say  : — "a  good  strong  secular  education  is  all 
"  our  people  want  for  our  school  [)opulation  ?" 

Tf  a  religious  establishment  is  a  proper  place — 
and  it  is — for  college  students,  such  qualification 
renders  it  also  desiral)le  for  otiier  piqnls.  If  it  is 
good  for  those  who  attend  colleges  to  have  religious 
tuition,  it  is  just  as  good  for  those  who  attend  com- 
mon schools.  The  latter  schools  are  intended  for 
the  main  body  of  the  j)eopl".  Why  then  deprive 
the  main  bod\  of  the  children  of  the  people,  of  the 
advantage  that  other  c;in  secure  for  their  children, 
by  educating  them  in  colleges'?  Riches  and  rank 
aie  not  exceptional  titles  to  the  benefit  of  a  christian 
eduoation. 

If  it  is  desirable  for  young  gentlemen  and  young 
ladies  to  receive  a  refined  educatii  \,  in  religious 
establishments,  it  is   equally  desirable   that  every 


97 

chriHtitui  boy  and  chriHtian  ^iil  receive  a  chrintian 
education,  in  the  only  hcIiooIs  they  can  attend.  It 
IH  cruelty  to  refu.so  religious  inHtitutionsto  children, 
because  tlieir  parents  are  not  in  such  circunistanceH 
as  to  enable  them  to  send  them  tocollej»esor  boaiding 
schools.  I  fail  to  conciliate  the  manifest  contradic- 
tion on  the  p»irt  Oi  men,  who  would  not  send  their 
own  children  to  schools,  where  there  is  no  religious 
instructions  ;  who  do  all  in  their  power  for  the  suc- 
cess of  establishments  in  which  they,  themselves, 
teach  religion  (domj  with  secular  branches,  and  who 
at  the  same  time  do  aH  they  can  to  deprive  common  or 
public  schools  of  a  similar  advantage,  in  endeavoring 
to  establish  a  system  of  educati(m  such,  that  infi- 
delity or,  at  least,  indilference  for  religion  be  the 
result. 

The  college  student  needs  the  help  of  strong  con- 
victions and  solid  religious  instruction,  to  be  guard- 
ed against  the  seductions  of  the  high  condition,  to 
which  he  aspires;  but  others,  in  the  ordinary  classes 
of  society,  have  an  equal  want  <:f  religious  convic- 
tion, to  Qjmble  them  to  endure  the  toils  and  alflic- 
tions  of  life,  the  temptations,  which  naturally  fol- 
low the  sight  of  the  riches  of  others,  and  to  be 
through  all  their  life,  useful  to  society  and  to  them- 
sel  ves. 

Titese  my  convictions  are  those  of  most  of  the 
people  of  Manitoba,  and  as  the  result  cannot  be  se- 
cured without  religious  instruction,  accompanying 
teaching  of  secular  branuhr^s  in  schools,  I  say  in  con- 
clusion :  The  people  of  Manitoba  as  other  Cana- 
dians, as  a  large  proportion  of  Americans,  as  the 
whole  of  cfarLstian  Europe,  have  no  desire  for  God- 
less or  noD  sectarian  schools. 
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THIRDLY -r-THK    ESTAnLISIIMKNT   OF    NON-SECTAHIAM 
SCHOOLS   FKOM  A  SOCIAL  POINT  OF  VIEW. 

Tho  ohjoct  of  otIiu'Htion  ih  to  impn)Ve  the  pei'Hou 
who  i'(>cfiv(>8  it  HO  that  it  niiiy  be  UHcfiil  to  hiiiiHelf, 
to  hiH  family,  uiui  to  society  in  goiuu'iil.  It  is  iiti- 
dt'iiiablo  that  instruction  not  UMuiing  to  havt)  this 
ivsult.  or  nnfit  to  socure  it,  is  alis^jlnt^ly  dofoctivo 
HU'I  nior«  dang«'rou8  than  nH«?ful.  A  school  systHiii 
which  excludes  all  r(>li;jiouH  teaching  iM^cotnes,  \ni- 
cessarily,  a  nursery  of  iiiKdels,  and  is,  conw^tiuently, 
the  enemy  of  social  order.  What  1  advance,  is 
said,  T  know,  not  to  he  in  accordance  with  the 
"spirit  of  the  age"  but  I  knoM  also,  that  the  sitnie 
spirit  of  the  age  is,  unfortunately,  opposed  t**  the 
•pirit  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  for  ni^*,  as  for  every 
"christian  *' Jesus  Christ  yeHterdwy,  and  to-day: 
and  the  same  for  ever,'*  So,  I  ivpudiateany  tf^ach- 
ing  which  lessens  the  knowledge  of  Divine  Wis- 
dom. 

The  greatest  social  damger  of  our  age  is  the  de- 
christianiztition  and  the  demoralization  of  the  rising 
generation.  And,  no  doubt,  the  quickest  and  the 
surest  way  to  dechristani/e  and  demoralize  a  peo- 
ple, is  to  instruct  them  as  a  pagan  nation,  by  the 
complete  neglect  of  religions  instruciion.  1  said 
that  the  non-sectarian  system  has  not  my  sympathies 
ffom  a  leligious  standpoint;  because,  instead  of 
forming  the  heart  to  virtue  and  ivliifiou,  the  tend- 
ency of  its  very  nature  is,  to  paralyize  and  btillo 
evtiry  i-eligious  disposition.  Another  natural  con- 
sequence of  the  system  is,  a  tendency  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  social  order.  I  consider  religion  «■  the  sol& 
solid  foundation  ot  society.  Any  thing  p.-ejudicial 
to  religion  is  also  dangeroun  to  society.  Then  fore 
even  fiom  a  mere  social  point  of  view,  I  reject  any 
school  system  which  excludes  religious  teaching, 
I  need  not  say,  once  more,  that  I  do  not  oppose 
common  or  public   schools,  as  such,  for  the  fact  is. 
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tliHt  piittlit;  hcIiooIh  uwit  tlicii'  tii-Ht  (mtfiMiHlimriit  in 
ilu)  world  to  >i  rtd'ujiouH  Hi'iitiiiit'iit  and  reJiyimm  uu- 
tliority       Ah  nuly  hh  Aniw  Duvdno  H^U,  u  CoiiikmI 

of  till!   i!lllll(llic  <'llUlcll     (VliiH(Ml),   IVCOlnllMMl«U'<l    tllH 

f^HtHWIiHlniiniit  of  Piiliiiu  H(!|i(M)Is.  A  Synod  m 
]Vl«'nt%,  hold  in  K<M),  or(l<M-»-d  tlmt  tlit;  |iuro(;liiiil 
liiioHiH  hIiouUI  \ui\v.  hcIiihiIh  in  \\w  tuwnH  mid  viIIh- 
gtm;  in  ordor,  Hiid  tliti  Kynod,  that,  "  tho  littlo 
'*  children  of  >dl  the  faithful  Hhoiihl  hnirn  l('tt«-isfroni 
"timin.  liot  tlnni  rccM'ivo  and  t«;acl»  iIk-w'  with  tlio 
"  utnioHt  I'litirity,  that  thry  tliciiiH<'|v<;H  may  Hliiiio 
*•  iiH  HtarH  for*  «'r.  L(>t  th<>ni  r»;c«'iv«Mio  niiiiuiHjra- 
"tion  from  tiu'ir  HuliolarH,  inU^NH  what  th<)  luii-cntH, 
**  through  charity,  may  voluntarily  oHVr."  A  coun- 
cil, held  in  KoniH  in  H:U),  dcHcrilMts  tlio  difltMcnt 
kiiidH  of  hcIiooIh  to  Ixt  t-HtHhlihhfd  thrun^h  chriHtttn- 
dom  ;  not  only  in  townH  and  vilhi^fH,  hut  whcrnvcr 
iIkmo  could  l»u  found  pluco  or  upjiortunity. 

Tho  spirit  of  thn  uliurch  Imih  not  changed,  and  h8 
the  church  likes  hcIiuoIh  ho  do  J.  Puldic  h(  hools, 
Common  huIiuoIh,  schoolH  for  tho  rit^h  and  for  tliH 
poor  ;  hut  I  like  (i.  -ni  all  to  be  chrintian  hcIiooIh  ; 
and  1  r«-|uidiate  ptigan  or  godlcHH  hcIiooIh,  hh  1  it)- 
)Midiat«'  the  Hpirit  of  the  a^e,  which  tcndH  to  in- 
culcate tho  doctrine  that  Uod  hiH  nothing  to  do 
with  the  thingHof  thiH  woild,aiid  that  IIIh  toHching 
is  not  the  Hole  guide  of  Hociety,  an  well  an  of  the  in- 
tellect. 

Tho  end  of  education  is  to  develop  the  facultiea 
of  thn  soul.  A  lid  in  ho  duing,  becomoH,  hh  it  were, 
another  tuculiy  at  the  service  of  thoHe  wlu>  have 
tlu;  adviinfige  of  heitig  educate<i.  But  tluM  faculty 
may  ho  perniciouH  as  <vell  as  it  nuiy  turn  to  he  uho- 
fvd.  To  headvantageouK,ev«/t  «ot'tW///,e»Iuoation  muHt 
bh!  directed  l»y  religion.  Gtizot  sa^s:  "Popular 
"  education  to  he  truly  good  and  Hocially  umeful, 
"  niust  he  fundatiientally  religious."  Ex|M*rieiice 
shows  that  knowle<lge  without  religion  is  exceed- 
ingly biineful  :  those  who  have  done  most  harm  to 
huiiianitty  were  learned  men.  The  same  conviction 
is  expri'ssed  aa  follows,  hy  Lord  Dertiy  :  '•  Ueli- 
"  gion  is  not  a  thing  apart  from  education,  hut  it 
"is  interwoven  with  its  whole  system  ;  it  is  a  prin- 
"  ciple  which  cwntrols  and  regulates  the  whole 
"  mind  and  happinebs  of    the  pople."     The    un-sec- 
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iHi'iaii  HVHtem  )H  <|nit('  contiHiy  t<»  tlioHo  vhwh,  and 
oppOHed  to  tlio  w«'lfur«'  ot"  M(>ci«it.y,  Im'cuuhjj  it  »1(h.'» 
not  prcpitrc  tlio  heart  i'oi-  tlit^  ilutit'H  of  lit(\  Hour 
the  I'loteHtaitt  HiHhop  of  '\\  nin'HHen  : —  "  The  Hticiihir 
"  HyMtoni  took  no  notice  of  (jio<l  or  of  (!hriKt,or  of  the 
"church  of  the  living  (Jod,  or,  except  in  the  nioHb 
'*  incithMitiil  wjiv.  of  (iotl'M  llolv  Wt»rd.  Tlie  intel- 
"  h^ct  WiiH  Htiniidiited  to  the  hi^hcHt  drpco,  but  the 
**  lie»«rt  und  the  aifectionH  were  left  uncnItivuU  (I.  It 
"  wuH  u  HyHteni  >\'hich  trained  for  the  huHincHH  of 
"  life,  not  f»)r  the  duti«\s  of  life."  Nobody  then 
ought  to  wonder  at  the  diHaHtroUH  coiiMtjuenueH  of 
the  HyHteni. 

(fovcrnor  Brown,  addreHsing  the  Keventh  Natio- 
nal Tea.-luMH'  convention  in  Ht.  LouIh,  did  not  IichI- 
tate  to  H.»y  :  "  It  \h  a  very  cuHtonuiry  declaration 
**  to  pronounce  that  education  is  the  greitewt  safe- 
"  uuard  of  rcpuhlicHagainHt  the  decay  of  virtue  and 
"  the  reign  of  ininioraiity.  Yet  the  facts  can  Hcarce- 
"  ly  bear  out  the  proposition.  The  highentciviliza- 
**  tiouR,  both  ancient  and  modern,  have  Honietinies 
♦•  l)een  the  most  flagitiotiH.  NowadayH,  certainly, 
**  your  i)rime  lascals  have  been  educated  rascals. 

*'  And  it  is  at  least  doubful  whether  education  in 
"  itself,  as  now  engineered,  and  contined  merely  to 
*'  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  lias  any  tendency  to 
"  mitigate  the  vicious  elements  of  hnnmn  nature, 
"  farther  than  to  change  the  direction  and  type  of 
"  crime. 

"  This  is  not  alleged,  be  it  understood,  of  moral 
"  culture  or  religious  instruction  but  simply  of  the 
*'  education  of  the  intellect." 

The  thing  is  so  clear  and  so  manifest,  that  many 
organs  of  publicity  in  New  York,  through  New 
England  and  elsewhere,  readily  acknowh'ged  that 
the  corruption  which  is  spreading,  at  an  awful  rate, 
in  the  United  States,  is  theresnlt  of  the  suppreshion 
of  religious  instruction  in  the  Public  schools  of  the 
country.  It  cannot  be  otherwise,  because  if,  in  tho 
culture  of  man  you  neglect  a  part  of  himself,  you 
destroy  the  just  equilibrium  between  hisnatural  facul- 
ties. The  culture  of  the  intellect,  at  the  cost  of 
moral  and  religious  feelings,  is  nothing  but  a  dan- 
gerous tool  that  your  )iupil  will  use  against  himselt 
and  against  society.     Suppose  a  two-edged  weapon, 
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|)oitit.(Ml  ui  butli  (MkIh,  hut  Imviti;^  no  Iiaiiillc  with 
wliioh  to  iiN(>  uikI  direct  it.  Stu-li  ii  wcHpon  could 
not  bo  rin|>I«>)'(Mi  without  lu-iug  hurtful,  and  ho 
HO  much  tht!  liiortf  ho  aH  it  \h  nliurpfru'd 
all  uiound  with  ^^rcutcr  caro  and  pcrtirtion. 
Thin  t'Xtraordinar  iuHtruincnt  wouhl  hv  an 
inui^c  of  the  intolh'ct  cuhivatctl  without  thr 
aid  of  religion.  Huch  tuition  is  ho  nMu;h  th<>  more 
dan^erouH,  as  it  hcmmuh  more  .  «'tin<!d  and  por- 
ft'ct ;  w  Idle,  in  reality,  tliore  is  nothing  to  gui<h>  and 
direct  it. 

An  illiterate  individual  may  ignor<!  the  law  of 
(xod,  and  he  wicked  enough  to  do  evil.  liut,  an  a 
rule,  all  the  harm  he  doen  is  on  a  Hmall  Hcale ;  while 
a  large  tield  '' n-  miHchit-f  is  at  the  diH|»o.«al  of  an 
educatijd  man,  who  huH  neither  the  knowhtdge  nor 
the  love  of  the  divine  Law.  Peter  ('hrvHologUH 
calls  teachers  of  youth,  the  "  HidjstituteH  of  angels." 
There  is  no  exaggeration  in  such  a  Huhliiiie  a|>p(dla- 
tion,  proviiled  the  teacher  is  a  real  '*  messenger  of 
(Jod,"  one  who  brings  the  good  titlings,  one  who 
guides  the  heart,  one  who  enlightens  and  di«'ectH 
the  soul  in  the  way  Uy  |)raise  God,  to  pray  to  Him 
and  to  please  Hin>.  Teaching  is  a  sublime  aposto- 
late,  a  noble  miHNion,providedalway8,  it  contributes 
to  tornj  the  heart  of  the  young  and  follows  the  in- 
junction of  the  Divine  Master  ;  "  Suffer  little  child- 
dren  to  come  to  me." 

l)n  the  other  hand,  the  noble  profession  loses  its 
sublime  character  in  receiving  little  children  to 
hand  them  back  to  society,  without  that  which  must 
guide  them  through  life.  This  is  refusing  ttie  little 
ones  the  bread  of  divine  knowledge :  '*  The  little 
om  8  have  apktjd  for  bread,  and  there  was  none  to 
break  it  unto  them." 

Unsectarian  schools  forget  that  the  Saviour  says  : 
"  Whoever  shall  receive  one  such  little  child  in  my 
name  receiveth  mc,"  Such  a  system  has,  necess- 
arily,  an  influence  over  the  hearts  of  the  children 
committed  to  its  guidance.  And,  as  it  does  not 
help  in  bringing  them  to  God,  it  is  sure  to  take 
them  from  Him.  Consequently,  it  scandalizes  the 
chihlren,  at  least,  by  defect  to  teach  them  what  they 
need  for  themselves  and  for  society.  And  this 
scandal  is  denounced   very    severely  by   God,  who 
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savH  :  "  Rut  ho  timt  hIuiM  Hcutidiili/o  ono  of  tlioHO 
"  little  oiM'H.  it  woro  Ix'ttt'i*  for  him  that  li  mill  stone 
"  wore  hanged  iiltont  his  neck,  and  \w  wfro  diownod 
*'  in  tho  «h>!|»th  of  tho  Hoa." 

Wv  all  kiiow  what  paganiNni  fj^avo  to  8oci«'ty. 
Why  thon  i-ndeavor  to  t'stalili.sh  a  HVHteni  of  eduni- 
tioti,  having  for  its  inevittihio  result,  the  bringing 
Uiok  to  pHganisn),  countiieH  ei\  ili/td  l>y  chriNtiau 
teaching? 

Social  onh'r  retjuireH  niuttnil  conhdence  between 
ditieivut  ranks  an«l  conditions.  Hut  what  kind  of 
contidonce  can  \w  repoHed  on  one  who  has  n<»  re- 
ligious instruction  ]  Outside  of  n'ligious  considera- 
tions, egotism  is  the  sole  mot  iv«M»r  those  who  act- 
And  such  motive  of  action  makes  of  all  the  mem. 
hers  of  society,  so  many  enemies  of  its  geneiiil  wt-l- 
faru  ;  hec*ause  the  individual,  resuming  all  his  iis- 
pirations  in  wdf,  will  turn  against  8<)ciety  \vh«'never 
it  may  suit  his  inteii'sts.  And  we  nuiy  sately  say 
that  the  refinenu-nt  of  irreligious  Pul>lir  Schools 
can  do  no  Ix'tU'r  than  rt^nh-r  the  |K?o|ile  retintd 
{mgans. 

Tlio  system  of  education  without  religioi;,  temis 
to  nothing  loss  than  to  poison  the  ha|)|»ine.'«s  of  fa- 
milies ;  juid  a  child  under  its  guidunce,  is  greatly 
exposed  to  los<f  ivspect  and  obedience  lor  its  pa- 
rents. Suppose  an  a-loleseent,  in  »ndavorid>Ie  cir- 
cumstunci's,  whoso  intellect  has  been  vt-ry  highly 
Btinudated  in  godi*  ss  schools;  w  hut  do  you  think 
he  will  be  at  home '(  His  parents  mny  not  have 
reeeive«l  the  same  degree  oi"  instruction,  or  may 
have  hist  it  amidst  the  toils  and  troubles  of  a  life 
of  lal)or.  Poverty  does  not,  by  itself,  take  awHV 
the  sensibility  and  tentler  ftMdmiisof  the  heart ;  but, 
too  often,  it  singularly  dimiiiisla-s  the  ]»lea8ant 
counteimnce  and  amenity  ot  manu'rs  And  then 
it  is  of  daily  occm-rence,  to  see  young  men  of  un- 
poct^irian  education,  des[»ise  their  poor  moth«-r  ;  for- 
get her  tenderness  and  atiectioi  ,  and  merely  call 
Iier  with  nidiffeivnce  and  disiesp<ct,  "  f /<«<>/</  /«>- 
ninn"  The  father,  who  has  notliiug  to  give  lait 
'lis  labor  and  the  swear,  of  his  brow,  is  often  8t>led 
by  his  teamed  son,  "  the  cross  oil  vian."  Religious 
instruction  wouhl  have  counterbahinced  tlie  prop'^n- 
sity  of  slightly  educateii  youth,  to  believe  themselves 
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BUjM^rior  to  tlicir  imrviitH,  who  liav«  o;icountoro«l  tlin 
8ii<(  r'iitlitiHH  of   liiV',  und  wliu  have    ainuHHC'd  no  for- 

tUIIH. 

TImi  culture  of  th(Miit«-ll<^ct  without  tiint  of  th'i 
heal  t,  <i(>vi>|t)|)H  tho  Hpirit  of  vanity  in  chihh'ori  of 
th(i  pooi'f'Ht  <!his8«iH.  AHKOciatcd  in  Hch«)ol,  with 
chihlntn  in  lioMcr  circuniHtanccH,  th<;  chiM  of  tho 
poor  Itcai'K,  in  that  i-<-H|)fvrt,  a  pr«;HHion  which  h»tK 
tho  nioHt  (h'ploniltUt  ('()n8e(]u«'no<'H.  Hiich  a  ohihi 
ofl"n  Im'coum's  iuHoh^nt  towards  ids  partMitH,  on  a 
ni')r«!  (|iu'stion  of  «lr«'ns.  It  is  not  rnongh  lor  hini 
to  HVi',  his  fathei'  hard  at  woik  oarnin;;  brvad  for  the 
faudiv,  and  IiIh  luolhrr  wtu'u  out  witli  fatigue  ;  thn 
yorng  man  who  n'ccives  inHtruction  not  interwoven 
with  f(M'ling,  heeouicH  the  toruM-nt  of  a  poor  fandly, 
and  Ixrornes  more  and  more  trouhh^sonie,  as  he  ex- 
p«'cts,  thereby,  to  force  hin  pxrentH  to  Hati^fy  hitk 
Vanity.  How  many  TnotheiH  have  shed  the  hitti^r- 
est  teai'K,  how  nuiny  fathers  have  over-woiked  theni- 
HeivrH  an<l  injured  their  health  to  have  peace  with 
tlieir  unt'ortunate  homk,  who  had  received  inHtruc- 
tion without  Iteing  educated  !  ! 

A  great  diHeriincc  is  found  in  chihiren  who  re- 
ceive the  education  of  the  heart;  ieli;;iouH  instruc- 
tion ahjng  with  the  culture  of  their  under-Ktanding. 
8uch  eduration  makes  thf  chdd  rem>'nil>er  one  of 
the  reasons  fur  hearing  with  patient-,  and  even  with 
a  certain  amount  (»f  satistiiction,  the  hardships  and 
liundliations  of  poverty,  for  he  has  often  hearl  the 
Words:  "  I  Messed  are  the  poor  inspirit,  fortheirg 
is  th(!  kingdom  of  heaven."  He  hivingly  recalls  the 
words  :  "  He  that  lionore  h  his  father  shall  enjoy 
long  life.  !{<•  tl  at  hoiKTeth  his  mother  is  as  one 
that  layeth  up  a  treasure."  And,  should  tiie  im- 
petuosity of  y.>uth  lie  menacing,  christian  teiiclting 
will  remind  him  ''  of  what  an  evil  fame  is  he  that 
"fiirsak«'th  his  father?  and  he  is  cursed  uf  (jlod  that 
"  angereih  his  mother." 

These  lessons,  more  piotitahle  to  society  than  any 
profane  acquirenu-nt,  would  keep  peMce,  harmony, 
and  liappiness  under  the  roof  of  the  pour  as  well  aa 
as  <»f  the  rich,  anti  thrtaighout  the  whole  social  laxly. 
Thd  teacher  who  inculcat«^s  such  principles  in  the 
heaits  of  his  pupils,  largely  contriliutt^s  to  the  pid>- 
lic  welfare,  and  in  particular,  to  the   conifort  of  \mr 
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rents  who  have  entrusted  their  children  to  his  care. 
The  young  man  who  has  received  such  instruction 
from  a  learned  and  respected  teacher,  will  find  no 
weariness  in  the  company  of  his  parents  ;  and  a 
shabby  dress  will  less  hurt  his  pride  when  he  re- 
members it  is  written  :  "  The  son  of  man  hath  not 
where  to  lay  his  head." 

Besides  the  examples  of  the  Divine  Redeemer, 
religious  teaching  of  history  will  offer,  for  the  ad- 
miration and  imitation  of  pupils,  a  number  of  illus- 
trious personages  who,  amidst  the  greatest  and  most 
complete  destitution,  extended  the  culture  of  their 
mind  to  the  highest  degree,  and  formed  their  hearts 
to  the  most  heroic  virtues.  Children  of  christian 
education,  will  console  and  honor  their  parents, 
while  those  trained  under  the  other  system  will 
despise,  desert  and  abandon  them.  Yes,  there  is  a 
vast  difference  between  good  and  bad  instruction  ; 
between  religious  and  irreligious  training  ;  between 
the  mere  culture  of  the  intellect  andthe  develop- 
ment of  all  the  good  dispositions  of  the  human  soul, 
in  H  wor«l,  between   Christian  and    Godless  schools. 

The  Pagan  system  cannot  fail  to  favor  the  pas- 
sions, but  fails  to  render  virtuous.  It  neither  af- 
fords a  remedy  against  evil  inclinations,  nor  gives 
what  is  necessary  to  strengthen  the  will  against 
them. 

All  the  "  learned  "  of  unchristian  schools,  cannot 
obtain  situations  coire&ponding  with  the  instruction 
they  have  received,  and,  much  less,  with  the  ambi- 
tion it  has  excited.  What  then  is  to  be  the  social 
fate  of  a  young  mstn  who,  through  all  his  school 
training,  received  neither  religious  nor  moral  in 
strnction,  who,  consequently — as  fnr  as  his  school- 
ing goes — is  perfectly  ignorant  of  divine  law  and  of 
his  obligations  towards  society  ]  He  daily  witnesses 
the  comfort  and  luxury  of  the  rich,  sometimes  his 
inferiors  with  regard  to  instruction.  What  motive 
can  encourage  him  to  endure  fxjverty  or  prevent  him 
from  using  illegitimate  means  to  get  money  1  He 
feels  strongly  inclined  to  ei\joy  absolute  fi-eedom 
and  independence  ;  what  motive  can  determine  him 
to  submit  to  any  authoritv  or  law  ? 

The  strength  of  the  police  is  the  only  means  at 
the  command  of  society,  for  its   protection.     Bui 
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woe  to  soci.-ty  if  tlin  police  lie  weak  iind  nnvi-ilHtit  ! 
It  woiil.l  1)..  ii  poor  (l(;feii  e  a-airj,>t  a  crowd  of  n-a- 
ditx  wirJiotit  positioti  or  iv.M)ur.s«',  without  ev.iii  tlio 
<l"sire  .if  liouost  l.ut  limnl.l  ^  labor,  x,\u:  l.-.tter  I.h- 
iu«  coiisidtMed,  l)y  them,  as  uuwortiiy  of  the  iiistnic 
tiori  tlipy  iiave  received. 

Crime  is,  l.y  no  111^.11, s,  the  resnlf,  of  i-^'iioniiice  in 
readiiiir  or  writjn^r  ;  h„t  it  is,  hy  all  means,  tl...  n- 
Kiilt  (.1    itriioratice  or    neifiect  of    tlie    law    of    Gorj. 
Consequently,  human  kiiowled;,'e.  without  religious 
knowledge,  far    from   l.eiucr  a  i)rev.-i,ti..n   of   CTin»e 
IS,  111    too    many    instancs,  :i  source  uf  tem|>tati.)n, 
Ro  much  tlie  crivattT  :xs   human  knowl.-due  itself  af- 
fords the  means  of  satisfy iu;;  the  |.assiou.-rund  of  cou- 
c.•.•^ll;l^J  the  faults  committed. 
.      This  ou,i,'l.t  to  he  kept  in  mind,  in  order  to  jikIu'o 
fairly  of    the  social  r^.sidts  of    the  "  uon-secia-iair" 
sc'l.ool  system.      Some  twenty    years    after    it    had 
heon  estahlisjhed  in  the  United  Stat.-s.  tiie  '•Church 
J'Monal,"iu    an    article    headed;    "The    (^mimon 
bclmol    System    a  Fiilu.e,"    s.id,    "The    C.mmou 
"  .Soh..ol  System  is  proving'  a  ilisastrous  failure.     It 
I'  has  iri-own  up  on  the  pled;.r,.s  it,    has  -ivMi    <,f   its 
^''  ahiliry  to   make    crime    less    frequent,    to    conf.  r 
", !;ie  It. -r  security  to  life  and  pn.peitv,  and  to    j,Mve 
"elevation  to  thn  toun  of   nati..ual  morality,     "jiut 
"  ir  does  not  at  all  fulHl  tl.es-  promises.    The  whole 
*^sys  en.,we  re^Mvt,  is  provinij  a  lamentaldM  fiilure. 
*'  •      •      .    '^''it^  |"»'vailing  .system  is  lamemal.ly 

^"de.'ective  ;  in  that  it  do.^s  not  aim  at  the  tninin"^^ 
*'nf  rhe  wI.oIh  man  ;  ne;,'lectin<r  as  it  does,  tin-  moral 
"and  controlling  p  .wers  of  hun»au  nature,  and 
'•  c  .neeniratin<r  all  its  for.v^  upon  th.*  .h-Veh)pm<'nt 
I'ot  the  inteil.^otual  powers.  The  prevah-nt  uoiioa 
"  Ml  at  mankind  fi'>'  vicious  herans.^  i-norant,  and 
^'  that  to  make  then^^S^s^t  is  only  oeressarv  to 
^•'  lu  ike  them  1  :telii-eiit,  is  contradicted  a'ike  l.y 
"  .MMind    phil  stoliy  find    universal  cxpf^i.^ice. 

The  "  Richmond  Examiiun-,"  another  Prorest-int 
pap-r,  puhlished  at  the  same  time  the  following  :_ 
"The  worst  of  all  th^  ahominatiojis,  hecause,  7)nce 
"  installed,  it  h^coinse  tliH  hotoed  propagator  of  all 
"—is  the  modern  .system  of  Free  Schools." 

No  won.h  r  that  a  report  of  the  P,  i.son  As.socia- 
tiou  ot    New  YuVk,  revealed  a  •'  nioat    alarming  iu- 
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crease  of  crime,  since  tlie  introduction  of  the  Com- 
mon School  System  into  the  country." 

What  sliall  I  say  now  of  the  awful  consequences' 
of  the  system,  with  reyanl  to  its  doi)loral»le  neglect 
in  the  tiaining  <if  the  female  portion  of  the  com- 
munity'? Without  giving  my  own  appreciation,  I 
will  a|>prodch  the  subject  by  the  following,  written 
by  a  distinguished  Airierican  Lady.  (\I.  M.  page 
119;.  "  AI)ove  all  you  c in  notice  in  the  young 
•*  women  of  the  present  day  a  madnt^ss  beyond  de- 
''  scription  foi'  dress,  for  balls,  theatres,  and  all 
•*  Kinds  of  worldly  amusements.  The  diief  mental 
*' agony  of  the  ma.wes  of  the  young  women  of  the 
•'  present  day  seems  to  l»e,  who  shall  have  the  laig- 
"  est  waterfall,  the  smallest  bonnet,  and  ujake  theni- 
*'  selves  the  greatest  fri^jht.  Were  lb  not  for  their 
"vain  daughters,  hundreds  of  parents  at  this  mo- 
"  ment  wotdd  have  a  happi<'r  countenance,  and  not 
**  that  cai'eworn  wretched  look  that  we  ^o  frequent- 
"  ly  see  when  honest  people  get  in  debt,  iucuried 
•*  by  living  beyond  their  means. 

"■  In  Boston,  a  short  time  ago,  one  hundre<l  and 
"  eighty  unfort mate  girls  wore  arrested  in  one 
"  night ;  and  [  doubt  not  that  the  greater  portion 
*'  of  them  cotdd  have  once  lieen  resp;-ictal)le  serv  ants, 
•*  but  considered  ihe  otiice  and  naijie  too  loiv  !  It  i* 
"  this  delusion,  this  false  pride,  that  ccowds  the 
**  streets  nightly  with  pretty  young  girls,  somn  of 
"them  count  oidy  twelve  short  summei'S.  With 
*'  Hamlet,  1  exclaim,  'Oh,  horrible !  mo.st  horri- 
"  ble." 

'*  The  truth  is,  that  after  a  gii'l  is  fifteen  years 
"old,  in  this  country,  »»he  considers  herself  a  peison 
"  oi'  sound  judi/tnent.  These  giHs  arcvsimply  living 
"  pictures  walking  about  the  earth,  deriding  every- 
"  thing  they  are  incapiole  of  understaiuling.  And 
"  who  could  be  channed  with  such  women  ? — with 
"  *  Grecian  bends,'  *  Grecian  noses  f  " 

I  naturally  leave  the  responsibility  of  the  picture 
to  the  one  who  has  drawn  it.  I  have  no  personal 
knowledge  of  the  moral  and  social  condition  of  the 
young  women  of  the  eastern  cities  of  the  United 
Soates.  In  travelling,  I  sometimes  witnesse<l  things 
I  would  have  liked  to  see  different ;  but  I  am  not 
inclined  to  judge  a  i>eople,  or  a  iJortion  of  them,  by 
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observations,  necessarily  sirjxrficial  and  voitl  of  all 
that,  in  my  estimation,  is  nqiiisite  to  jiul';e  sound 
Iv.  It.  is  quite  averse  to  uiy  disposition  to  follow 
tlie  course  ot  travellers  who  pass  seyeie  condemna- 
tion on  tliiivrs,  persons  >ind  mnnners  they  ure  per- 
fectly ui-acquainted  with.  Nolde  countries  and 
moral  jtopuhitions  have  been,  too  often,  victims  ot' 
the  levity  and  unfairness  of  judjiment  on  the  part 
ot  tourists.  I  will  not  fall  into  the  same  error,  i  or 
assume  such  responsibility.  Neve  -thehss,  as  1 
oppose  a  system  I  believe  danyerous,  nobody  can 
find  fault  with  nie  for  searchi  g  for  proofs  in  the 
very  and  only  country  where  the  system  has  been 
tried  tor  a  t'ei tain  period.  Meanwhile,  having  to 
mention  very  grave  attirmatious,  I  shall  avoid  any 
quotation  frmn  parties  who  might  bn  suspected  of 
being  animated  by  national  prejudice.  I  shall, 
mt-rely,  quote  from  American  authorities;  from 
ijewspai)ers,  avowedly  and  truly,  devoted  to  the  ho- 
nor and  welf  lie  of  their  country. 

A  work  entitled  "  Satan  in  Society,"  and  pub- 
lished by  a  well  known  American  physician,  not 
satisfied  with  statements  that  corroliorate  what  I 
bave  just  cited,  <loes  not  hesitate  to  attribute  to  the 
"  non-sectarian  school  systetn"  the  horrible  revela- 
tions it  contains  A  great  deal  cannot  be  repro- 
duced here.     The  following  is  sntticient  (page  194)  ^ 

"The  evils  aud  dansiers  of  the  present  system  of 
*'educ.(tion,  and  bringing  up  the  boys  and  girls  of 
*'  our  country,  are  too  obvious  to  require  minute 
"  desci ii)tion.  Irieligion  and  infidelity  are  pro- 
"  gressiiig  pari  pmsu  with  the  advance  guards  of 
**  immorality  and  crime,  and  all  are  fostered,  if  not 
*^  etujendered,  by  the  materia litstic  »y stein  of  if chool 
"  hist  ruction,  and  the  consequent  wretched  training 
"at  home  and  on  the  i)lay  ground.  The  entire  ab- 
**  Pence  of  all  religious  instiuction  from  the  school 
"  room  is  fust  bearing  fruit  in  a  generation  of  infi- 
•'  dels,  and  we  are  becoming  worse  even  than  the 
•'  Pagans  of  old,  who  had  at  least  their  j)ositive 
"  sciences  of  philoso])hy,  and  their  religion,  such  aa 
"  it  was,  to  opi)ose  which  was  a  criminal  offence. 

"  But  we  have  not  only  the  removal  of  the  salu- 
**  tary  restraints  of  religious  inllueiice  from  our 
•*  popular  system  of  education  :  we  have    the  pro- 
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"  niisni  us  int<iTnin;;lin<;  ot  the  tf'xvH  in  our  pultlic 
"  scliools.  wliicli.  li(iw(\«'i'  iiiUfh  wv  iiiiiv  tlironzn  to 
*' tlip  coiiiiHiT,  is.  to  sjiy  tliP  Iciist,  «iiliv<isiv<' of 
"that  iiMidcst  i«serv(f  {iiid  slivin  ss  vliicJi  in  all 
"  .ij^es  liave  ]hov(mI  tlie  inie  a-uis  of  virtiif.  We 
"are  hound  to  accept  lininan  nature  as  u  is,  antl 
"not  as  we  would  wish  it  In  l>e.  fUid  l»oth  Clirisiian 
"and  Pagan   ])liil<  sojdiy  iigieein  dettciing   tliereia 

*'  certain  very  diini:fi()iis  «  hinents Noni- 

"  ished  I'y  hmguibhinjf  glaiices  during  the  Imurs 
"passed  in  tlie  srlioi)!  locui,  f  nned  by  jnoie  int. 
"mate  a>S()ciation  on  tlie  loiiriiey  to  a)iil  tioin 
"school,  fed  hy  stolen  interviews  and  openly  ar- 
"  iHUged  festivities — pie  ni(  s,<  xeiirsioiis,]taities  and 
"tlie  like — stiiU'idiited  l>y  tie  prurient  uossipof  the 
*■  iH^wspuiM  I',  tlio  tlasli  novels,  s»nt  iuit  ntal  wcikl  es 
"and  magazines,  the  gullant  of  twtlve  yeais  is  i  he 
"  lihoi  tiiie  of  fourteen.  'I  liat  this  picture  is  not 
"ovenliaw'u,  every  experienced  plixsician  will  l>ear 
"  witnt  ss. 

"  And  as  for  the  Pul)lic  School  girls,  they  return 
"from  their  ^ pofishiti;/  t^c/xia/s — tlnse  d(  nH)iselles 
" — eiiised  with  a  stij)erticial  Muatft  ring  of  every- 
"  tliini;  l»ut  what  thev  ((Uyht.  to  Inive  learmd — ohv- 
"siealand  moral  wrecks,  wlioui  w«%  ))liysicians.  are 
"expecteil  to  wind  vp  in  the  uiorning  tor  the  lius- 
"  liand-huntini;  exciiena  nis  <  f  tlieexming.  Ami 
"  these  eieatures  aie  intended  for  wi\(s  !  Jjut 
"iM-es  oiily,  for  it  is  fjisr  ;joing  out  of"  fashion  to 
"  intt'ud  thtui  for  vtailurx — jui  '  accident'  of  the  kind 
"  being  regarded  as  *  foolish'  ! 

"We  assert,  then,  that  the  present  system  of 
"  education,  by  its  hiults  of  omission  iind  com- 
"  mission,  is  directly  respousihh-.  iiof,  it  is  ttue,  fur 
"  the  bare  existence,  but  for  the  enorn\ous  preval- 
"  ence  of  vices  and  crinu  s  wliich  we  denlore  ;  and 
"  we  call  upon  the  ci\il  authoritii  s  to  so  modify  the 
"  <)l"noxiotis  arrangenumts  of  our  schools,  ami  upon 
"  [lannts  and  guardians  to  so  instiuet  and  go\ern 
"their  charges,  that  the  evils  may  be  sujipressed, 
"if  tiot  extinguished." 

After  reading  the  above,  it  is  n>ore  regrettable 
than  surprising  that  Mr.  W.  IT.  Storey  was  forced 
to  publish,  in  his  pnper,  the  Chicago  "  Tinu^s,"  an.i 
to    sustain    the    assertion    that :       "  The    Public 
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**  Sol  tool  System  in  (")liini<;o  luul  Iwconie  so  corrupt, 
■*' tliut  any  school  lK»y  HtUMidin;:,  wlio  li.ul  r.'iicli<vl 
■*' fonrtecti  yrai-s  of  age,  was  wlli^tlt•(l  sit  l«y  his 
*' cnnipanions  as  a  spotmeif,  if  he  liail  not  a  /tuition 
"  with  home  one  oi-  more  of  the  pnlilic  school  ^^irls  I" 

The  l)aily  "Sentinel,"  of  Tnclianapolis,  (jnotcrl 
Mr.  Storey's  artich-s,  and  aihled  that:  ''It  »vms 
"only  too  inu!  t»t'  Inilianajiolis,  al»o,  jud^'in^  "V 
■"the  wanton  manners  of  t loops  of  the  girls  at- 
■*' tending  I'uhlic  sehuols  in  Imliaiiajiolis." 

The  di>asttM'.»is  siuin|  r<snllsof  tim  nnsectaiian 
Kchool  svsteui  are  jilainly  ]ainentahh>,  n.s  shown  iu 
the  following  editoiiid  article  of  the  lioston  iJaily 
♦•  Herald."  of  Oct..b.r  liOth,  1871:  'Year  after 
**  ytar  the  CJIiief  of  Police  |iul)lislies  his  statistics  of 
*•  itrostitmion  iu  this  city,  hut  how  ft-w  of  tlie  citi- 
■*•  zens  hestow  moie  than  a  passing  thought  upon 
"tlie  niisery  they  repre.'^ent !  x\.lihoii';h  tla.se 
^^  tignrt  s  are  laige  enough  to  nnike  e\ery  lover  of 
"  humanity  hang  his  head  with  ieelings  of  sorrow 
■"and  shame  at  the  j)ictnre,  we  are  assured  tliut 
"they  )ej)re.s«'nr,  lait.  a  iiitle,  as  it  were,  of  the 
"aciual  lict'niionsness  that  jnevails  anM)ng  all 
"  elas.scs  of  SMciety.  Witiiin  a  few  months,  a  }l^■\l- 
"  tieman,  (Piof.  Aijassiz),  whose  scirntitic  attain- 
"  ments  have  made  his  name  ii  household  woid  in 
"all  lands,  has  pers«>nallv  investigated  the  sul>Ject, 
"and  the  lesnlt  has  tilled  him  with  dism^v  ;  whep 
"  he  s»'e8  tlu!  depths  of  degradatmn  to  which  men 
"  and  women  have  fallen,  he  has  alnio.st  lost  faith 
"in  the  hoast«'d  civilization  of  the  nineteiMith 
"century.  In  the  couis^  of  ]vh  iiapiirics,  he  has 
"visited  both  the  well-known  '  house  of  pleasuie' 
"and  the  "private  establishments'  scattered  all 
"  over  the  city.  He  states  that  he  has  a  list  of 
"  Itobli,  with  the  street  and  nnnilter,  the  nnml)er  of 
"  inmates,  and  many  other  facts  that  would  per- 
"ftctly  astonish  the  people  if  made  public.  He 
"  freely  conversed  with  the  inmates,  find  the  life- 
"  h'Sioiies tlia*'  were  rcveahd  were  sad  indeed.  To 
"  his  utter  surjirise,  a  large  propoi  tion  of  the  'soiled 
"doves'  traced  their  fall  to  injiueuces  that  met  them 
"  in  the  J'ab/ic  ^rhoo/s ;  and  althonyh  Boston  is 
"justly  proud  of  its  schools,  it  would  .seeni,  from 
"  Jiis  story,  that  they  need  a  thorough  puritication. 
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"  In  too  nianv  of  them,  the  most  oliscfno  and  soul- 
"  polluting  Itookft  uiui  pictmes  cii(-uliite  Hiiioiig 
"hoilj  sexf'8.  The  very  Becrecy  with  v^hich  it  is 
"  (lone,  throws  »u  !iliii(»st  iii-esistible  ehaini  Hlniit 
•'it ;  and  to  micIi  hii  extent  lias  the  evil  gone,  tliat 
"  we  fear  a  h«rge  proporiioii  of  liotli  boys  auid  jjirls 
"  poKsesH  sonu  of  the  arliehs,  whieh  they  kindly(]) 
"  lend  to  each  other.  The  natiUHl  lesnlt  follows, 
"  and  fnqnently  the  most  (lelmfii.g  mid  i evoking 
"  praetiees  are  indul^jed  in.  And  the  evil  is  not 
*' eontined  alone  to  Hohton.  Other  cities  suffer  in 
*' the  same  wiiy.  It  is  but  a  few  yeais  siicf  the 
"  sect)nd  city  in  the  commonwealth  was  stirred  al- 
**  most  to  its  foundations  by  the  di.^covery  of  an 
"  association  of  boys  and  girls  wIkj  w«  re  wont  to 
*'  indulge  tlieir  passions  in  one  of  the  ^chool- 
*' houses  of  the  city;  and  not  long  ago,  another 
"  somewhat  sindlar  affair  was  discovered  by  the 
"  HUlhoiities,  I'Ut  hushed  up  for  fear  of  depojiulat- 
"  ing  the  schools." 

Enough  on  a  subject  so  painful  and  so  delicate. 
^Respect  for  the  leader  does  iiot  allow  me  the  repro- 
duction of  numerous  testimonies  I  have  at  hand, 
based  on  multiplied  facts  which  show  how  far  tho 
mm-sectarian  fchool  systtni  has  been  prejudicial  to 
the  nations  that  have  adopted  it.  Persons  vt  rsed 
in  statistics,  cannot  hel[)  Iteing  hoiritied  at  what  they 
estal»lish«i  on  the  subject.  Let  those  who  take  »n 
interest  in  tliis  mi«:iity  social  question,  compute  the 
official  figures  yiven  in  public  documents,  and  they 
will  soon  become  convinced  that  education,  even 
wlien  largely  diffused,  lait  not  based  on  leligion.  is 
never  beneficial  to  so:;iety;  and  that  philanthropisis 
have  every  reason  to  join  with  christians  in  the 
adoption  of  a  mode  of  education  capable  of  rtniedy- 
ing  the  evil.  The  very  nature  of  the  too  well  known 
evil  foices  me  to  be  reticent ;  but  I  am  sure  to  l>e 
understood  by  those  who  are  expected  to  guiilo 
public  Of)inion. 

Alluding  to  the  same  snbject,  the  eloquent  Bishop 
McQuaid,  in  a  pufilic  lecture  on  schools  says : 
*'  Down  to  I  his  depth  of  religious  deyradation  have 
<*  the  christisin  |)eople  of  this  state  (New  York) 
*'  fallen.  We,  Catholics,  believe  that  they  forsook 
"  their  earlier  system  of  education  to  kee[)  us  from 
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"  its  advantagos  and  to  hiut  our  cliurcli.  Tlioy 
"  ImVK  liui't  ihoiiisolvt'H  UHohriKtiHiiH  and  honest  men, 
"  th -v  lirtve  emiisculiitt'd  education  of  all  tluit  ;'ivea 
*'  it  vitHlizin<j[  power  ;  tliey  have  helped  to  plaee  tlie 
''  eanker-woi'iii  of  intitlelity  in  the  hody  p  ditu), 
"through  the  childr-Mi  ;  we  have  surtoiod  in  a  p-oii- 
"  niary  way,  and  because,  like  f{ood  citizens,  we  aiif- 
"  fer  when  th^  country  sutfern." 

1  will  take  the  liberty  to  say  to  tiui  people  of 
Manitiba.  He  per.-<auiled  that  the  proposed  system 
would  be  still  more  pernicious  to  Proti'stants  than 
to  Oaiholics.  Citholics  repudiate  the  scheuni, 
its  estabr  ''Hient  would  throw  ob->tacl«i.s  in 
tluj  way  ot'  eilucatioii  of  theW'  claldi'tui 
and  drive  tliem  away  from  the  Public 
scIiooIh;  then  parents  would  have  to  e,stiil>iisii 
schools  of  their  own.  So  (Jafh')lics  would  suttn* 
pecuniarily,  being  tleprive  I  »»f  the  advantage  to  bi) 
derived  from  a  liberal  syst  mi  of  etiucatiou,  but  the 
very  supporter^  of  the  ntiu  Hectaiian  system  would, 
here  as  elsewhere,  reap  its  bitterest  fruits,  its  social 
demoralization.  Our  loss  would  l»e  external,  t4ieir.s 
would  be  internal.  Tlie  journal  of  commerce,  al- 
rea  iy  cittid,  atfinns  as  follows;  "  .Vs  Protestant, 
"from  the  m  )st  earnest  conviction,  we  believe  thit 
"norJung  lias  coutributnU  so  much  t^  tlie  ext'^nsion 
"of  th  !  Roman  Catliolic  orgiuizition  and  intluence 
"  in  ttiis  country,  as  the  partial  persecufious  it  h.is 
"r  *ceive  J." 

There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  th**  Public 
hch  itd  system  has  oblig»A.i  the  Catholics  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  take  an  exceptional  position  and  han 
Mllied  tlieni  closely  togetlier,  and  tinallv  hastened 
their  developaieut  and  strengthened  them  as  a  b  idy. 
Tiie'r  school  organization,  we  ik  and  despised  at tirst 
is  such  now,  that  st^'eral  religious  denomination!! 
are  following  the  example  in  establishing  schools 
of  their  own.  [t  is  not  the  tirst  time  that  vexation 
has  turned  to  the  atlvantjige  of  the  vexed  and  to 
tliH  «]'s:*Pl"»i"tm  Mit  of  the  vnxers. 

There  can  be  no  r3  il  social  wlvatUage  to  compen- 
sate for  the  real  social  Jisaulvaid  ige  of  Godless 
tuibiou. 

L"t  us  exHi  le  the  pretexts  under  wtiich  it  is 
prijposeil  as  being   sociUl^  adva'ntageotis :  It  is  said 
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tliiit  a  NVsLnni  iillowiiio;  fi'i'cdoni  of  odnoiit.iod,  i,i- 
eri'fHi's  luidHi'ialhf  thi'.  i'rin:)i,'<nn.  [  iim  \«iry  I'vr  tVoia 
eii'loi-siii:^  Kii(;Ii  an  i'lcii,  and  I  iiiii.  ciMT-aiii  that  a 
fiVNti'iii  of  INihlio  Sitlionln  wliicli  allinOH  full  fnn'ilouk 
tihnut  t'fllffioti,  niituriilly  Siitistics  tlic  n!li;(i(Mi.s  tV'cl- 
iiiil  of  tim  |M'()|ih»,  and  that  vrvy  fi-t'lin;^  is  the  aWnn- 
dant  sonrct*  from  wliicli  lilmralititss  IIoa-,  lar;^r|y 
coiitrilMitiu^  to  |»roniot()  (>diicaMon.  It  is  tin*  s-iuio 
r«'li^ions  ffj^liiii;  that  inspircH  ihonnandH  of  jhtmoiih 
witli  tho  dcsirt^  t't  d<'Vot«!  th«i  nsi'lvtvs  cntirf'ly  to  tho 
jioI>Ih  task  of  edncat.ini;  tho  younu',  mithoat  laii,'e 
pocnniniy  i-oinnnj+ration.  'I'lio  estaMi^hint-nt  of 
"  iion-stxjtarian  seliools"  would  put  a  Htitp  t')  the 
rt^sonrcrcs  lli»win;^  from  ohfistian  oliarity,  and,  eoii 
«f'(|nontly,  thiow  on  tavaiion  thf  whole  lairden  of 
8U|»|)oriing  seliools  TImi  |»n)hil)ition  of  roliiiimi* 
t«'a('liin,i(  shnts  thi^  dom-  of  tlu?  schools  to  the  cler;/if 
©/'  nil  (lunoiniiuitioiis,  t)  tim  rfjigious  Itodies  who 
uevote  their  whole  existence  to  tl»e  instruction  of 
youth.  This  is,  indeed,  the  ohject  infidels  have  in 
vinw,  hut  it  is  surely  not  desirable  on  econoiniial 
grounds. 

Tlie  moment  you  shut  schools  airainst  the  reli- 
gious sentiment,  you  open  them  to  a  sentimi-nt  of 
cupidity.     Heir    wnat  Mnller  says  in  his  hook  on 

*'Puhlio  school  education"  )>ajjfH  171:  ''There  ia 
"one  view  in  which  the  public  will  airree  in  n^- 
"<,'aid  to  the  Public  Schools,  it  is  that  they  C'»st  toa 
■"much  monev.  For  the  manai;enieiit  ot  theii'id- 
"  less  Public  Schools  there  is  a  costly  array  of 
"  Connnissioiiers,"  and  "  lns|x^ctors,'*  and  "  Trns- 
**  tee>i,"  and  Superintondents,"  and  'IrV^cretaries  of 
•*li>ar.ls,"  and  "Central  Otlicers,"  all  in  leajjri.io- 
"with  "Contractors,"  to  make  "a  «^o<hI  •.hinjj;,'' — ■ 
"so-called — out  of  the  plan.  We  have,  now,  con- 
"  tractors  for  bniMiuijs  and  repairs,  contractors  for 
"furniture,  contractors  for  books,  contractors  for 
"  furnaces,  contractors  for  fuel,  eontracrors  even, 
"for  pianos, and  all  niakina;  monev  out  of  it.  »  The- 
"  '  Boards"  that  ,t(ive  the  contracts  do  not  make  any 
*'  money  by  way  of  commissitms,  do  thev  ]  Ah  !' 
"  vou  know  full  well  that  hundreds  of  thousands- 
"of  doUais  are  annually  spent  or  squandered  ia 
"*  running  these  Public  Schools,  and  which  are  rei 
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"  coimiuMiilod,    in    a    purticular    mtiimcr,  for  tlxMr 
"  econoini/  /  " 

Ah  ('X|*I'I'ksjm1  uIxivc,  tlion;  is  iit  flit!  ailiiiiniHti'ii-. 
tioii  of  ;{<m1Ic.ss  hcIkioLs,  iilMiinliiiit  room  tor  iiii- 
iiuMiHtt  K'l"^  "'"*'  iiiiilosir.'il»l(t  s|M'(ruljitioiiN  Ami 
wiiu  will  |)iiv  all  rlie  jiiolits  iiumI)-  out  of  iIm^  h(;!io*»I 
or^iiiiiziitioH  I  Tli(!  Pultlic  Tr«'ii.sur''y  or  ratliiM-  th" 
v:\tk-.  piiycrs.  it  is  I'oi-  Llio  latt(M-  wtt,  to  alio'"  tlh-iii- 
8(*lv»'s  to  l)«' <l(H!tMV«'(i  '»y  proiiiiM'H  of  •  r(iiio:tiy,  wliil(\ 
ill  tact,  tin*  HyHf.t'iii  |»ro|iosot|  Is  exHcnlidllif  ami 
necensitrii//  iiiorf,  exjfetmio^i  tliiiii  t\n',  otlit-r.  From 
tin;  HtaMsiics  i  iiavt-  hit'oic  iitc,  I  (iiiil  tuattlut  |Mil>lio 
iin>ecfaiiaii  sc'liO(»l.sot"  tlin  Uiiit-d  States,  f;ost  yi-ar- 
Iv  from  twfiitv  to  thirty  ciojlars  (or  livei  v  child  at- 
tentiiii^'  tilt-Ill  ;  while  tli«i  (itMtoiniiiatioiial  sclit)oli4, 
in  tin;  NaiiiH  country,  nuM-ely  cost  tiitiii  six  to  Hisvoa 
dolliiirt  per  child 

1  liave  Hlr''ady  reported  tlie  imhlic  cliallorii;rt 
made  by  the  liishop  of  Rocht'Sier,  ''lo  lirinij  out  )dl 
"ihc  ciiddren  of  tli(\St!  deiioininatioiial  siIiouIh  and 
"  place  them  side  hy  side  with  the  children  ot'  aiiv 
"other  schools  in  the  city  tor  ex  iniiuation,  *  and 
the  assurance  thai,  the  Catholic  schonls  ot  that  cify 
are  in  no  wav  inf-rior  to  otliers.  Nev.  rtlnh'ss,  in 
that  very  city  of  Rochesti-r,  t,li ;  Public  Scliools  that 
gather  within  their  walls  hi^twc'ii  live  and  six 
thonsaiui  cliildren,  cost  y«'arly  trxii  $1(K),0()()  to 
$120.(IO{>.  Tlie  fact  is.  tiiat  one  Hftli  of  the  whole 
municipal  taxation  ots»!veral  cities,  is  expended  f.>r 
tlm  Puitlic  (Schools  even  when, — as  if.  occurs  in 
8' line  instauci'S — no  more  than  the  lialf  of  the 
Rcliool  population  of  the  same  cities,  are  attending 
w'le  Same  Public  .Schools. 

The  more  "crippled"  the  recourcea  of  the  Pro- 
vince aie  the  moie  desirable  it  is  to  leave  to  all  re- 
3i<{ious  deitominations,  the  most  complete  freedom 
ill  education. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  |)eople  will  be  earn- 
est in  the  support  «»f  a  system  ofi'eiiS've  to  their 
consSieutioMS  convictions.  Cons^'quently,  tliose 
who  believe  that  the  hearty  co-op>ration  of  the 
people  is  required  to  raise  the  character  of  the  ed- 
ucation given  to  our  people,  ouirlit  to  avoid,  in  their 
scheme,  the  very  thing  tiiat  would  pievetit  this 
hearty  co  operation. 
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No  (1oii1)t,  thero  Ih  a  ilWHoiilty  in  t)iinly  poof)Ie<l 
localities  wliero  tliu  iiiliubituiitH  are  (iivitle«l  witik 
re^anl  to  religious  convictions,  but  the  wny  to  ml- 
IjuHt  the  (lirticiilty  is  not  to  itn;ioHH  a  HyHt'ini  H^niiiHt 
the  will  of  the  iiiteifnttiHl  |>artie>i.  In  exceptional 
ciruurnHtaaces,  it  iH  ueiieiaily  |>OHHit)le  to  c«>ine  to  an 
•groHiuent ;  and  ]Nii'ties  will  alwayH  agn'e  inoi»t 
^aHily,  with  the  inana^^erH  of  a  Hohool  that  openly 
iihowH  its  tenlencieH  ami  itn  means  of  sarunng  the/iif 
than  with  inaivtgei'H  of  a  Hchool  which,  iinflei*  the 
'^k'ettfxt  of  teaching  no  n^lii^ian,  {x-acticeH,  iti  reality^ 
'the  tnoHt  «lan£;etouft  hoHtility. 

8oiiie  Bay  thtit  it  is  a  crime  for  the  State  not  to  &k 

1bal)liHh  Huch   Hchool  as    would in 

Tact  please  themselves.     Were  the    o|>iiiion   of   sncU 
IcasiiigtB  ado|>beil,the  State  would  Sf)on  Ix'conie  a  cri- 
minal not  to  be  tolerated.     Tlie   obligation  of   the 
'fit.ite  in  reference  to  education  is  identical  with    it* 
obligations  in  reference  to  the   other   necessities  of 
its  subjects.     The  State  is  obliged  toedueate,  to  the 
'■anie  extent  that  it  is  ob<ige<l  to  lodgn,  feed,  clothf, 
doctor  and  warm  |>eople,  that  is  to  say,   the  State  is 
obliged  to  make  such  laVvs  and  incur  I'.iich  »  >:|>ense8,. 
'as  woidd'protcjt  and  help  the  peo|>le    in  their   iva- 
'sonable  efforts  to  lodge,  feeil,  and  clothe  thetiiuelves. 
But  it  could  not  be  a  crime  for  the  State  to  refrain 
'froth  obliging — by  taxation — every  on(^  to  resort  to> 
'such  or  siK^h  lodging,  to  Uf<e  peculiar  diet,  or  to  dress 
ih  a  certain  attire. 

The  question  of  education  presents  Itself  under 
the,  same  as|)ect.  The  State  is  bound  to  protect  and 
facilitate  teaching,  but  it  is  not  its  duty,  nor  even 
its  right,  to  take  hold  of  education  in  an  arbitary 
way,  by  disregarding  the  reasonable  wishes  of  par- 
ents. 

How  can  it  be  a  cirime  for  the  State  to  abstain 
troru  doing  wrong  an(^  oppressing   the   people.1 

With  high  sounding  words,  i>eople  express  very 
enipty  theories,  and  treat  the  question  of  education 
'ill  a  manner  that  would  be  perfectly  ridiculous  if 
Applied  to  the  most  ordinary  necessaries  of  life. 

it  is,  undoubtedly,  desirable  "fhat  all  citizens 
Icnow  their  rights,  as  they  are  all  boun<l  to  know 
their  duties.  It  is  quite  proper  that  everyone  Use,, 
with  intelligence,  all  the  advantages  C(Miferred  by 
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i\w  frt'o  and  noWlo  iiiHtitiitioiiH  >»')iicb  ^uvcrti  t1i« 
coiiiitrv  ;  liiit  to  olitiiiit  Much  i'  rchult,  it  Ih  iu  iiu 
VHV  iiDCi'KfHiy  or  t'veiHlt'Kii-HliU-tliHt  11  "iiuii-HcctMriiin 
HVHt<iii  of  Pnlilic  Einjiiitli  Hclioolh,"  \^vi  KiiltKtituted  to 
tlie  one  we  |MiHH»'hH.  I  put  tlio  woni  Ewjiifh  in 
tiulii'H  bocHUhe  it  is  t'iii|ilo\e<l  l>v  the  fKiitit'H  1  o|h 
|H)hfl,  ill  u  way  nnttigoiiiHtic  to  the  UHt'of  the  l*'i'eiioh 
hii.^nHgt'.  By  the  c<  nbtiiuiion  of  (lie  Pioxince,  iih 
well  OH  liy  thut  of  tlie  Doiniiiioii,  iHith  hingUHges 
are  on  ilie  xume  footing',  ami  the  uUilitioii  of  either 
of  them  woiihl  lie  }iiiti-(t)iiHtituiiniial  uiiii  illrgitl. 
8uch  H  coiii'Ke  iu  tn  t  iieothKMiy  "for  fnltillin^  the 
'♦  duties  of  H«  cial  life,  for  plt^^ervill^  the  li^hlH  of  all, 
"  tiiid  lor  cat  lying  on  8iicceRHiully  the  aUairH  of  tlie 
State." 

How  unacqnainti^tl  some  Cunadians  ftecni  to  W 
with  the  history  of  tlieir  country  !  The  jud  lie  men 
of  Caiuula  ko  v^aimly  (iiMistd  hy  Ijoid  Pidleiin  in 
H  )>ul*lic  Hpeoch  at  WiiidHor,  v^ere  all  educated  in 
French  Catholic  Iii8titntion8,  und  HisKxcellency, 
alluding  to  Kiench  CaiiadiiiiiH,  uaid  :  "  Jl  Ih  not  to 
"  be  foigoiten  that  it  Ih  to  their  elevation  of  mind, 
♦*  to  their  love  ot  freedom  nnd  to  their  <Iue  Apprecia- 
"  tion  of  civil  lighta  coniained  in  germ  in  the  Con- 
"  Htitution  tiiHt  planted  by  Engiun'd  to  Canada,  that 
*'■  we  are  indebted  for  the  |iarl«nientary  autonomy  of 
*'  which  the  country  18  8o  justly  proud." 

1  would  now  8ay  but  one  word  to  repudiate  the 
assertion  that,  we  oppose  the  itonnecfarian  sypt<  m 
because  we  wish  to  keep|H'ople  in  i)k:noraiico.  Such 
an  asseitit.n  is  too  mean  to  deserve  any  refutation, 
but,  without  lieHitution,  I  will  say  to  the  detractors: 
do  for  education,  with  means  equal  to  those  at  my 
command,  more  than  I  have  done  for  the  sac- 
i-ed  cause,  and  I  promise  to  acknowledge  that 
you  are  in  the  right.  But  until  then,  please  do  not 
insult  persons  who  have  nothing  more  at  h^art 
than  the  enlighten nient  a^id  the  prosperity  of  the 
country.  Please,  do  not  utttr  an  assertion  that 
any  one  acquainted  with  us  would  repudiate  as 
groundless  and  deceitful. 

It  cannot  be  maintained  t)mt  hoatile  feeling^rQ 
the  result  of  chiistian  teaching,  whose  main  object 
is  to  inspire  charity.  Hostility  under  the  pretence 
of  religion,  is  nothing  but  an  abuse   of  the  latter 
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word,  and  its  cause  o»ight  to  be  seached  for,  outnide 
of  christian  behoofs. 

Wi'itinLS.  s"(M>-t  associations,  disconrsf »,  such  as 
could  not  be  tolerated  in  christian  schools,  are  the 
80111  c»'H  from  wliii-h  li<)stility  Hows,  (.hu'hdioolsare 
very  little  known  by  men  like  him  wno  wrote  the 
following";  to  the  "  Miinitohii  daily  Free  Press"  on 
the  10th  <»f  JaiiKjuy  187G  :  •  "Theie  are  very 
"stronjj  reasons  to  suspect  tliat^the  Konmn  CMtho- 
"  lie  schools,  liatred  to  Protestants  as  heretics,  is 
"tans^ht  as  a  duty." 

As  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  Protes- 
tant ]n'|iulatit>n  be  informed  exactly  of  whatl.Vitlio- 
lic  school  tearhing  is  concernin<i;  them,  I  will  take 
the  liberty  tu  j/ive  my  pei-sonal  experience  in  the 
matter,  and  hope  to  be  forgivi-'n  for  drawing  atten- 
tion to  m> self  pel sonally.  Bom  <'f  pi(ais  Catholic 
)>arenis  1  received  from  my  infancy  rt-ligious  catho- 
lic instrnction;}ni<l  witnessed, at  home,  even  the  most 
minut(t  jaactices  of  catholic  piety.  At  the  age  of 
live  years,  I  began  to  1:0  to  school,  and  thi-  same 
school  was  ciitliolic  with  daily  reliiiious  instruction, 
and  under  the  direction  of  t!ie  jtarish  priest.  At 
the  age  of  ten  1  left  home  and  scht)ol  to  go  as  board- 
er to  a  colleae,  whose  entire  stafi'of  directois  and 
teachers,  are  eceh-siastics.  I  remained  there  ei<;ht 
years,to  complete  theclassicalc  'Urseand  the  study  of 
philosophly.  I  then  detei mined  to  join  the  chuich, 
and  l>egan  the  study  of  theology  and  othej-  ecclrsuvs- 
tical  branches.  This  lasted  tour  years  and  at  the 
ai(e  of  tWHiity-tNVo,  I  was  ord  lined  priest.  I  do 
jiot  wonder  at  hearing  s«)n!e  one  say — w  hat  business 
has  the  jmlilic  with  a  sketch  of  your  life? — _justa 
moineiit  of  patience,  please.  lam  writing  this  pass- 
age for  those  wlio  have  sufficient  leisure  to  read  a'l 
the  injuiious  accusations  luought  auainst  catholic 
institutions  and  catholic  tiaining  ;  and  to  prove  to 
them,  th:»t  I  have  "very  :<tronL'  reasons"  not  only 
**  to  suspect"  but  even  to  firmly  believe  "  that  hatred 
"to  Protestants  is"  not  "taught"  either  in  Komaii 
Catholic  families  or  in  Roman  Catliolic  Institutions. 
J  here  solemnly  declare,  and  "God  knowietli  that  I 
lie  not,"  that,  throvffh  all  my  training  at  home,  at 
school,  at  college  a.n>l  IN  the  theological  seminary, 
/  never  received  a  leason   that  could  in  t/ie  least,  in- 
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dvce  me  to  hatreil  to  Protestanta  or,  in  fact,  to  anff 
human  bfiny,  awl  I  may  add  that,  faithlul  to  the 
teachimj  I  i'fceive<f,  I  have  never  exjierienced  a  feel- 
im/  of  hatred  to  any  one  mi  account  of  his    reliijon. 

1  iim  not  an  excn^ptiou  in  this  insjtect.  Tlie  etlii- 
cati»)U  I  receiveil  is  tlie  same  given  in  all  C'uoliolic 
Institntions.  The  men  who  diivct  the  state,  who 
conij)u8e  the  ck'i'iry,  the  lieiich  and  the  learneLl  pro- 
fessions, in  the  Piovinee  of  Quebec,  ivceived  educa- 
tion similar  to  mine,  in  one  or  another  of  the  six- 
tf-ei'  classical  colleges  in  that  Province  (all  in 
chai-gr)  of  ecclesiastics. )iind  in  wjiicii  4,0(^0  |>uj)il8are 
yearly  ediio  '^ed.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saving 
that  they  have  all  made  the  same  experience  as  my- 
f.eli,  and  would  willingly  endorse  my  assertion. 

The  fact  is,  th^tt  in  almost  ail  tlie  cla.ssicd  and 
industrial  colleges  of  Qutjbec,  as  well  as  in  all  the 
convents  for  the  education  of  young  ladies,  there 
are  Protestant  pupils,  and  I  would  not  dread  to 
call  them  as  witnesses  <  f  ihe  tru  hof  what  I  athiruK 

I  am  even  exceedingly  surprised  at  people  ex- 
pressing ditierent  views.  "God  is  charity"  and 
Jiow  can  tU'"  knowledge  of  God  dispose  the  s.)td  or 
heart  to  hatred!  We  claim  the  ))rivilege  of  teach- 
ing, in  our  schools,  the  commandments  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  Catechism  daily  taught  iit  our  schools,  and 
pointed  out  by  some  ))eoj>le  as  oltjectionahli',  giv<'8 
the  following  instruction,  which  I  copy  from  lesson 
XIX. 

Question — To  how  many  commandments  njay 
the  ten  conimamhnents  he  reduced? 

Answer — To  these  two  ]>rincipal  commandments: 
Thou  fhdlt  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  with  thy  whole 
heart,  and  irith  thy  whole  soul,  aud  with  all  thy 
Hreiiffth,  and  with  all  thy  mind,  ami  thy  neiyhbor  as 
thys''lf.  This  do  and  thou  shalt  live.  Lake  X. 
Mark,  .XX  I, 

Q. — And  v'ho  is  my  neighbor  ?     Luke  X.,  29. 

A. — Mankind  of  ♦! very  description,  and  without 
any  exce|)tion  of  persons,  even  those  who  injure  us, 
or  differ  from  us  in  religion. 

Q. — How  am  I  to  love  my  neighbor   as    myself? 

A, — As  you  would,  savs  Guv'mt , that  men  should  do 
to  you,  do  also  to  them  in.  like  manner.  Luke,  VL  36. 
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Q. — Whnt  particiilai  duties  are  required  of  niQ 
k>y  tl)Kt  1  wle  ? 

A. —  Never  to  injure  youi"  neigbVor  by  word  pr 
deed,  in  liis  peiHon.  inojurty,  or  chnracier  ;  to  wish 
well  to  liiin,  hiiU  to  \)\»y  for  bim  ;  ttiid  always  to 
assist  liini,  HH  far  as  ,\ou  are  able,  in  his  spiritual 
and  corpoial  necehsities. 

Q. — Am  I  also  oblig«d  to  love  niy  enemies] 

A. — Most  certainly.  Love  you  entmieo,  savs 
Christ  do  qottd  to  (fum  that  hote  you,  blevs  them 
that  curne  yov,  and  i-rmj  for  them  that  persecvte  uvd 
taJumviae  you.     lukt:  \ I.   Moth.   V. 

Siicli  are  the  teachings  to  be  found  in  the  hands, 
on  the  lips,  anil,  hs  far  as  teacliers  can  command,  in 
the  hearts  of  pujnis  of  C*Htho)ic  schools. 

JVlr.  Editor,  1  liegan  tins  ]iulilit-aiion  by  the  asser- 
tion that  the  s\stem  t^-rmed  ''  non -sectarian  Fublic 
(Schools"  meets  with  no  sympathy  on  my  [mrt,  and, 
in  order  to  give  my  reason,  I  begged  of  you  to  be 
kind  enou;2:h  to  nllow  me  to  publish  in  your  columns 
what  I  think  of  the  >>)sttm  fiom  a  le^al,  religious 
and  social  point  of  view.  I  have  aectrnplishtd  niy 
tusk,  and  I  can  safely  ans>vei  for  the  double  feeling 
I  have  experienced  during  tlie  coufse  of  these  long 
—  perhaps  too  long — series  of  obser\ations  : 

1st.  My  only  desire  is  to  help  m  tie  great  and 
sacred  cause  of  ediicatioB.  to  |  r<  mote  tlio  M»ltare 
of  this  Province,  my  only  home,  and  to  secure  a 
perfect  understanding  among  the  different  sections 
of  its  people,  my    country  iiiep. 

2nd.  I  feel  very  thankful  ior  your  condescension 
in  publishing  such  a  lengthy  document,  perhaps  not 
always  i:j  accordance  with  your  own  views  and 
those  of  a  certain  number  of  your  readers.  Accept, 
therefore,  my  sincere   thanks  and  lest  wishes. 

Yours  respectfully, 
t  Alex.  Arch,  of  St.  Boniface. 

O.  M.  ]. 

P.S.  Three  articles  having  a j>pea red  in  the  Win- 
nipeg newspapers,  relative  to  the  first  part  of  the 
•l»ove  letter,  1  beg  leave  to  ask  fui'ther  S])ace  to  ex- 
Imine  tliem. 

The  fii-st  article  is  an  editorial  of  the  **  Mani<oba 
Pree  Prr  fi8"31sr  Jan.  3  thank  the  editor  for  the  kind 
tppreciation  of  my  work,  as  well  as  for  the  elear  und 
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'fair  analysis  of  the  aiime.  I  mast,  howpver,  confesii 
that  I  cannot  imdHMtuul  when  the  author  says-: 
"  we  u^ed  but  refer  to  the  (iisintreniousneHs  of  the 
*'  the  plirallel,  in  the  letter  which  has  elicited 
•'  these  rtMuarks,  sought  to  be  drawn  by  the 
"  writer  between  a  supposititiotis  attempt  to  de- 
"  prive  the  Protectant  majority  of  the  Pi-ovinco 
*'  of  Quebec  of  their  educationtil  ri«»hts  or  privilegeis 
*'  and  the  agitation  began  in  this  Pi'ovince." 

*'  Protestant  majority  of  the  Province  of  Quebec" 
is,  undoubtedly,  a  typograplucal  error.  As  to  the 
narallel  I  have  established,  I  will  repeat  ii.  and 
Uhowits  ingenionsness  in  the  following    form  : 


QUEBEC. 

The  Protestant  minor- 
ity of  Queb^'c  has  educa- 
tional rights. 

Tlie  Legislature  of 
Quebec  cannot  modify 
the  schol  system  of  the 
Province  in  a  way  re- 
pugnant to  the  educa- 
tional rights  of  its  Pro- 
te>tant  minority. 

Should  tlie  Legisla- 
ture of  Quebec  attempt 
to  <leprive  the  Protest- 
ant minoritv  of  its  edu- 
cational  rights  such  at- 
tempt would  he  illegal. 

8h«mld  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Quebec  en^ict  in 
violation  of  the  educa- 
tional rights  of  the  Pro- 
testant minority  of  that 
Province,  an  appeal  shall 
lie  to  the  Governor-Gen- 
eriil  <)cc.,  &c. 


MANITNBA. 

The  Catholic  minority 
of  Manitoba  has  educa- 
tional rights. 

The  Legislature  of 
Manitoba  cannot  niodify 
the  school  system  of  the 
Province  in  a  way  re- 
pugnant to  the  educa- 
tional rights  of  its  Ca- 
tholic minoritv. 

Should  the  Legislature 
of  Manitoba  attempt  to 
<|epiive  the  Catholic  mi- 
nority 6f  its  educational 
rights,  such  attempt 
would  be  illegal. 

Should  the  Legislature 
of  Manitoba  enact  in 
violation  of  the  educa- 
tional lights  of  the  Ca- 
tholic minority  of  tliat 
Province,  an  appeal  .shall 
lie  to  the  Governor-Gen- 
eral 4kc.,  kc. 


It  seems  impossible  to  imagine  a  parrallel  more 
ingenious  and  more  complete  than  tlu!  above. 

Protestants  and  Catholics  may  not,  and  do  not, 
agree  on  what  they  consider  asi prejudicial  to  their 
respective  educational  rights,  but   both  sections  be- 
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kig  on  equal  footing  bofoie  the  law,  it  in  for  eacli  of 
tliein  to  proiiounue  what  is,  and  whar,  is  not,  contrary 
to  its  conscicntioivs  coiiviutioiis. 

Certainly  "all  thecliiMrdii  wonhl  "  not  "  meet  in 
the  Hchnols  npon  an  njnal  foorin;?,"  when  such 
8<-hool.s  are  condenvnedby  the  religion  of  some  of  the 
children,  while  a|)|)i'Oved,  of  or  at  least  tolerated,, 
by  the  reli^^ion  oi'  their  school  n>ates. 

Two  eorreK|>oii(lences  have  appeared  in  the  Stan- 
dard. The  first  <liiteil  Deu.  3Ut,  i.e,. January  31st 
1877,  signed  "  One  of  the  '  Five,'  "  and  compre- 
hending Ht'teen  paragraphs. 

The  second  pni>lisheii  in  the  Siandard  of  March 
10th,  by  "Libertas  "  and  r.'pnl)lished  nnder  the  form 
of  a  Pamphlet. 

These  two  coiresjwndenees  gj-eatly  diffei-;  still,  as 
tlu'y  have  a  common  ol)ject,  I  shall  examine  them 
both  together. 

"  One  of  the  '  Five'"  says  that  I  am  *'lightin<{ 
"  behind  the  mask."  "  Lilttr»as  "  says  :  "  when  an 
"  Archlii-.h()p  writes  a  book,  there  are  a  number  of 
"  people  quite  overcome  by  it."  The  fact  is,  I  nei- 
ther concealed  niy  name  nor  invoked  n»y  title.  I 
Was  wiiling  a  letter  and,  accoiding  to  general  prac- 
tice, I  was  awaiting  the  end  ot  in  to  sign  n«y 
nauie. 

"  One  of  the  *  Five  '  "  says  that,  in  the  j.art  of 
my  letter  he  opposes,  "  the  writei-  is  generally  clear 
"enough  ,"  and  *•  LiOertas  "  affirms  "  that  there  ai-e 
"  |)oints  on  which  the  pamphleteer  is  strmig."  May 
I  sa*  that  this  is  the  mo.st  I  ex|)ected  even  from 
friends.  Among  other  reasons,  the  way  I  have- 
employed  many  of  my  hest  years,  has  persuaded  nte 
that  I  have  no  claim  as  an  elegant  wiiter,  and  I 
have  no  such  pretension  even  in  my  niotlier- 
tongue,  much  less  ii«  the  English  language,  ia 
wlich  I  am  so  little  versed.  But  I  confess  that  in 
writing  on  the  important  question  of  education,  I 
accomplished  a  duty,  with  the  desire  ofbviixj  *'  clear 
enough  "  to  be  generally  understood,  and  to  bring 
some  "  strong  points "  in  support  of  my  opin- 
ions. 

I  will  neither  trouble  the  reader  nor  niysslf 
about  certain  aviiabilitiea  from  my  opponents  to- 
wards  "  Catholic  doctrine/'  and  "  Catholics  "  audi 
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"  servile  parliainonts  "  and  Government  House  iu 
"Winnipog  making  snarling  attacks  from  behind" 
Hnd  "  weak-kneed  nu  mbers  of  Parliament "  and 
**  those  who  are  willing  to  be  cajoled  by  the  sight 
"  of  a  mitre  and  a  shepherd's  crook  "  and  *'  Quebec 
"  constituencies  going  to  the  dogs,"  &c.,  &c. 

I  took  tlie  libeity  to  criticise  the  way  a  portion 
of  the  Protestant  Section  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion liad  acted.  I  also  stated  tliat  most  of  the 
members  were  not  present  at  a  certain  meeting, 
but,  I  too  highly  respect  the  Board  to  say  with 
"  Libertas  :  "  "  the  heels  of  a  few  refractory  mem- 
"  bers  of  the  Board  of  Education  were  nipped  "  and 
"  those  dear  good  men  .  .  .  have  no  care  for 
(Education)  such  matters."  Nor  will  1  say  with 
"  One  of  the  '  Five  '  :"  **  Protestants  may  well  ask 
"  in  wliat  sence  they  represent  them." 

It  IS  a  proof  of  weakness  of  ar;,;ument,  uu  the 
part  of  those  who  argue,  to  stray  from  the  question 
at  issue,  to  be  led  by  immagiaation.  Both  corres- 
pondents hfive  done  so. 

"  One  of  the  '  Five  '  "  exclaims  :  "  Is  such  a 
*'  country'  to  be  cursed  with  a  system  that  argues  and 
•*  necessitates  inferioiand  ill-furnished  school-houses, 
"  poorly  paid  unintellectuai  and  uneducated  teaoh- 
"  ers,  skeleton  schools,  and  ignorant  i)eople  !  "  Lib- 
ertas "  adds,  in  his  usual  strain  :  "  Would  we  ha,ye 
**  our  people  the  ignorant  tools  of  designing  men, 
"  would  we  have  the  country  retarded  iu  the  indus- 
"  trial  arts,  would  we  have  political  charlatans  ris- 
"  ing  to  hold  the  chief  places  iu  the  state,  will  we 
"  have  a  large  naass  of  the  rising  youth  of  the  coun- 
"  try  absoluU'ly  ignorant,  unable  to  read  and  write." 
You  are  too  intelligent,  gentlemen,  not  to  notice 
that  you  deviate  from  the  })oint  under  discussion. 
Nobody  is  so  stupid  as  to  aim  at  what  you  men- 
tion, and,  to  use  your  ov.^n  words,  *'  reason  and 
common  sense  "  do  not  lead  to  such  an  unfair  aj>- 
preciation  of  my  desires  and  saying^. 

My  two  contradictors  agree  on  the  jjropriety  of' 
agitating  the  country  on  the  subject ;  making  of 
education,  a  political  and  sectarian  concern.  "  One 
of  the  '  Five '  "  says  :  "  your  correspondent  may 
"  say  what  he  pleases,  but  the  Protestant  poi)ula- 
"  tion  feel  deeply  on  this  question  and  members   of 
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•'  Pavliaraont  must  give  pledges  to  their  constitaentH 
"  when  they  seek   re-election. 

"  Libei-tas",  always  warmly  toned,  makes  the  fol- 
lowing ai)))eal :  "  Friends  !  sweet  friends,  worthy  suc- 
"cessors  of  Cranmer  and  Knox,  will  ye  not  forget 
*'  the  past  1  will  you  not  ally  yourselves  with  the 
"gentle,  lamb-like  successor  of  Gardiner  and  Bon- 
'*  ner  ? "  To  secure  the  politico-religious  excitement 
desired,  the  "  putting  to  death  of  the  unfortunate 
"  Scott "  is  one  more  alluded  to.  Parties  using 
such  language  will  not  easily  j)ersimde  thinking 
men  that  they  liave  no  sectarian  views,  in  advocat- 
ing the  so-called — unsectarian  system  ! 

To  atono  for  such  appeals  to  excitement  and 
passions,  the  appealers  adnjit  thwt  "Catholics  are  at 
"  liberty  to  establish  and  maintain  schools,"  but  on 
the  condition  of  "  public  money — their  (Catholics) 
"  money  to  some  extent — being  used,"  for  the  ex- 
clusive benefit  of  non-Catholics  ;  with  the  under- 
standing, no  doubt,  that  the  assessments  on  Catho- 
lic property  would  also  go  to  the  benefit  of  schools. 
Catholics  cannot  be  benefited  by. 

The  use  of  "guillemots"  is  very  important,  as  it 
appears  in  the  two  following  instances  :  "One  of 
"  the  '  five'  "  pronounces  a  paiii  of  my  "  translation 
"  particularly,  faulty,"  and  objects  especially  to  my 
using  the  woi'ds  "  personal  views."  These  words 
are  not  mine  as  may  be  easily  found  out  in  the  re- 
port of  a  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Section  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  held  on  the  19th  January 
last.  "  Rev.  Mr.  Robertson  expressed  his  per- 
"  SONAL  VIEWS  as  strongly  opposed  to  the  teaching 
"  of  religion  in  the  Public  Schools."  I  co])ied  the 
words  without  suspecting  they  were  unintelligible, 
and,  unintentionally,  omitted  to  mark  them  with 
inverted  commas.  Hence  the  fatal  error !  A  ' 
similar  omission,  on  ray  part,  has  misled  "  Libertas," 
who  affirms  that,  while  endeavoring  in  my  "  intro- 
duction" to  show  that  separate  schools  are  in  ex- 
istence in  this  Province.  I  am  "  plainly  nervous," 
I  am  nervous  indeed,  because  that  part  of  my  letter 
is  full  of  nerve  and  strength,  being  almost  exclusive- 
ly, the  history  of  our  school  system  copied  from  of- 
ficial documents  and  the  very  text  of  our  school 
laws,  as  expressed  in  our  diflf'erent  statutes  ;   as,  for 
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i  stance,  in  36  Victoria,  Chap.,  XXII.  Having 
no  suspicion  that  our  school  laws  could  be  so  com- 
pletely ignored,  I  neglected  to  place  quotation 
marks.  Henc,  ^he  error  with  "  Libertas,"  who 
qualities  the  mere  reproduction  of  our  school  laws, 
a  fit  of  nervousnsss.  No  wonder  that  Le  after- 
wards affirms  that  my  statements  "  are  not  in  ac- 
"  cordance  with  facts,"  when  I  say  that  the  Pro- 
testant Behoofs  are  entirely  under  the  control  and 
jurisdiction  of  Protestants.  Is  •*  Libertas"  in  Man- 
itoba? and  if  so,  how  is  he  so  completely  unaware 
of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  the  country  ]  The 
two  sections  of  the  Boaid  of  Education,  all  the  dif- 
ferent Boerds  of  Trustees,  everyone  connected  in 
any  degree  whatsoever  with  the  management  of 
our  schools,  know  perfectly  will  that  my  above 
statement  is  in  accordance  with  facts. 

The  two  correspondents  who  know  how  to  agree, 
know  also  how  to  disagrc;^. 


One  ot  fhe  "  five" 

"  The  result  was  that 
the  Bill — for  towns  p.nd 
cities — was  eviscerated 
and  mutilated,  so  as  to 
be  scarcely  recognizable. 

"  When  your  corres- 
"  pondent  denies  that 
**  two  systems  cover  the 
**  ground  is  he  not  quib- 
"  bling,  hair  splitting  or 
**  dwivelling. 


"  Protestants  object  to 
"public  money — their 
"  money  to  some  extent 
"  — being  used  to  dise- 
"  minate  views  they  re- 
"ject    and    which    they 


"  Libertas." 

"  The  Board  of  Edu- 
"  cation  is  one  ;  last  year 
**  iniitedly  devised  the 
"  schools  law  for  towns 
"  and  cities." 

"  The  Government 
"^grant  is  voted  for  one 
*•  system  of  schools."  .  . 
'*  Catholic  and  Protes- 
"tant  schools  are  simply 
"  the  result  of  differen- 
"  tiation  as  to  adminis- 
"tration,  while  forming 
"part  of  one  organic 
"  whole.  The  writer  of 
"  the  pamphlet,  by  the 
"  use  of  generalities  very 
"  smoothly  slips  over  this 
"  qiiestion." 

"  The  Government 
"  grant  is  divided  accord- 
"ingio  the  population 
"  of  children-  -no  special 
"  rights    are     given     to 
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'*  think  prejudicial  to  the 
**  best    interests   of  the 
"  State.     ..... 

"  Protestants  think  it  is 
"  an  injustice  to  pay  for 
*'  them^ — Catholic  schools 
"  with  public  funds." 

"  The  schools  of  the 
"  Catholic  section  are 
"  Roman  Catholic  schools 
"  maintained  to  teach 
" the  piinciples  of  Ro- 
"man  Catholic  religion. 


"  either  Catholics  or 
"  Protestants — all  mon- 
"  eys  are  equitably  dis- 
"  tributed — even  thetax- 
"esof  corporate  bodies 
"  being  divided  accord- 
"ingtoschool  population. 
Schools  in  Manitoba 
*'  are  in  no  .sense  sepa- 
"rate  schools."  They  are 
"  called  for  convenience 
"  Roman  Catliolic  and 
**Protestant"becau8e"the 
"  limits  of  language  cor- 
"  respond  almost  entire- 
"  ly  with  those  of 
*'  religion  in  this  Pro- 
I  "  vince." 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  reconcile  the  above  contradic- 
tory statements  of  my  two  opponents ;  but  between 
them  both  I  find  enough  to  corroborate  some  of  my 
own  assertions. 

"  Libertas"  forgets  that  in  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec, some  of  the  Dinentient  Schoolh  are  Homan  Ca- 
tholic, and  his  whole  theory  to  prove  what  does  not 
exist,  is  necessarily  defective.  The  word  seperate 
is  perfectly  adapted  to  express  the  distinction  which 
exists  between  Protestant  and  Catholic  schools  in 
our  Province.  They  are,  undeniably  separate  and 
distinct  in  a  religious  point  of  view,  and  "  Libertas" 
fails  in  his  endeavor  to  prove  that  they  are  not  so, 
and  that  the  distinction  is  made  merely  on  account 
of  difference  of  language.  The  Catholic  section  of 
the  Board  of  Education  is  not  exclusively  French ; 
it  counts,  and  has  always  counted,  members  who 
do  not  speak  French.  Some  of  our  Catholic  schools 
teach  more  English  than  French,  and  in  all  the 
localities  where  there  are  a  few  English-speaking 
Catholic  familierj,  the  English  language  is  taught  in 
Catholic  schools. 

The  most  important  part  of  "  Libertas'  "  pam- 
phlet is  his  atteuipt  to  prove  that  the  Catholics 
have  no  rights  with  regard  to  education  in  this 
Province ;  and  that  the  Legislature  of  Manitoba 
lias,    consequently,    ^^  carte    blanche"    to   do   as    it 
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chooses.  1  studied  tl)at  part  of  the  pauiplilet  at- 
teutively.  I  have  road  it  over  a<j;aiu  and  again,  and 
I  do  not  know  why  I  can  find  it  neither  clear  nor 
strong.  Fearing  tlmt  it  might  \m  due  to  ohtuse- 
ness  on  my  part,  I  constiHed  others  -some  of  whom 
will  surely  n  >t  claim  to  be  French  or  CatJio/lcs, 
and,  in  all  cases,  their  opinion  agreed  with  mine. 
Far,  then,  from  modifying  my  views  on  the  legal 
aspect  of  the  question,  I  nMnnin  convinced,  more 
than  ever,  of  what  follows. 

Ist.  The'B.  N.  A.  Act,  18G7,  gives  a  right  of 
appeal,  etc.,  to  the  minority  o^  any  /'rovinre  in  which 
a  system  of  Separate  Srhoolm  exists  by  law  at  the 
uuiot.,  or  is  thereafter  entablished  hy  the  Lefjixlature 
of  the  Prorlnce.  Well,  the  Legislature  of  the  Pro- 
vince oj  Manitoba,  since  the  union,  has  established  a 
system  of  Separate  Schools.  Therefore,  the  Catholic 
minority  of  the  Province  of  Manitoba  has  the  right 
of  appeal,  etc.,  and  is  safeguarded,  by  tlu;  Impei'ial 
Actof  18G7,  against  any  attempt  of  the  Provnicial 
Legislature  to  deprive  it  of  its  lights. 

2ud.  The  Act  of  Manitoba,  1870,  gives  to  the 
minority  of  this  Province  right  of  appeal  from  any 
act  or  decisio)i  of  the  Le</islatiire  of  the  Province  af 
fectimj  any  riijht  or  priviler/e  of  the  minority  in  re- 
lation to  education.  Now,  it  is  undeniable  that 
the  Catholic  minority  of  the  Province  of  Manitoba 
enjoys  certain  riqhts  or  privileges  which  ivould  be 
affected  by  a  radical  chamje  in  our  system  of  edu- 
cation. Therefore,  the  Catholic  minoiity  of  ]\Iani- 
toba  has  a  right  of  api)eal,  in  virtue  of  the  Manitoba 
Act,  1870,  against  any  action  of  the  Provincial 
Legislature  affecting  such  rights  and  [)rivilegt\s. 

3rd.  The  Imperial  Act  of  B.  N.  A  ,  1871,  gives 
to  the  Manitoba  Act  the  value  of  an  Imperial  Sta- 
tute ;  and  the  Act  of  Manitoba  itself  extended  to 
the  Province  it  constitutes,  the  provisions  of  the 
B.  N.  A.  Act,  1867,  which  I  invoke 

"  Libertas"  cannot  be  serious  when  he  pretends 
that,  "  by  my  own  reasoning,"  the  claims  of  the 
Catholics  of  Manitoba  are  asisiiuilated  to  those  of 
the  minority  of  Prince  Edward's  Ishmd  Tliere  is 
an  essential  difference,  which  pieveuis  the  decision 
in  one  cise  from  being  considered  as  a  "  precedent" 
in  the  other.     Piince  Edward's  Island,   as  well  as 
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British  Columbia  and  Now  Brunswick,  fiad  no 
xyatem  of  Sc-'parate  Schools  eatabliahed  by  law  after 
the  union,  while  Minitoba  had  such  a  si/atem  thus 
tistablished,  and  tho  difforence  in  perfectly  apparent. 

Before  agitating  the  whole  Province,  I  am  sure 
that  all  well-meaning  men  will  weigh  the  danger 
and  uselessness  of  such  agitation. 

•'  One  of  the  '  Five,'  "  in  advice  to  Protestants, 
says :  '•  Listen  not  to  the  siren  song  from  across 
"  the  river."  No,  sir,  my  letter  has  n^ne  of  the 
dangerously  fa.scinating  powers  of  damsels  sirens  ; 
because,  when  "the  French  idiom  is  not  quite 
eliminated,"  it  is  not  likely  that  Enguah  people 
will  be  charmed  to  fascination ;  and  when  a  writer 
acts  on  a  strong  conscientious  conviction,  and  with 
the  desire  to  be  useful,  his  endeavors  should  not 
be  qualified  an  attempt  to  deceive  an  inteiligent 
population. 

t  A.  of  St.  B. 

St.  Boniface,  April  13,  1877. 


